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ANCHORAGE MUSEUM 2026 MAY - JUNE
 PROGRAMS & EXHIBITIONS SCHEDULE*
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NEWS

Summer hours begin May 1
Starting in May, the museum will be open 7-days a week from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., including holidays. First Fridays will have extended hours through 9 p.m.

Muse Restaurant opens for summer service
Located in the museum lobby, Muse Restaurant will be open 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., May through September, with casual dining and a full coffee and espresso bar. Muse offers beer and wine, non-alcoholic beverages, and small bites from 6 to 9 p.m. on First Fridays. The atrium café will be open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily.

Enjoy tours of permanent gallery spaces 
Complimentary public tours take place at 1 p.m. Monday through Friday beginning in May, featuring three signature gallery experiences that highlight Alaska’s art, cultures, and history. Visitors can explore northern landscapes and contemporary works in the Art of the North galleries, gain deeper insight into Alaska Native heritage and Indigenous knowledge in Living Our Cultures, Sharing Our Heritage: The First Peoples of Alaska, and discover the diverse stories and knowledge systems that have shaped life in the region in The Alaska Exhibition. 


MAY EVENTS

First Friday at the Anchorage Museum
6-9 p.m. Friday, May 1, Anchorage Museum
Enjoy free admission, explore four floors of galleries and exhibitions, get hands-on in the Discovery Center, create in the Art Lab, or watch rapid space shorts in the Planetarium. 
 
Thomas Planetarium - Rapid Space Shorts   
6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 & 8:30 p.m. Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium 
These quick planetarium experiences range from constellation tours of the night sky and cruising around the solar system to learning about light and the aurora borealis. Free; ticket required and available at the front desk after 6 p.m.   
  
ArtLab – Free Create First Friday 
6-8 p.m. Discovery Center, Art Lab 
Join us during First Friday hours to freely create and gather with the community in a fun and judgment-free zone. Open to all ages, all children must be accompanied by an adult.  

Gallery Talk: Tsimshian and Haida Clothing and Ornamentation 
6:30 p.m. Friday, May 1, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center, Second Floor, West Wing
Join us in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center for a gallery hosting on Tsimshian and Haida clothing and ornamentation. No registration required. Free with First Friday admission.  
 
Gallery Talk: Tlingit Cultural Belongings 
7 p.m. Friday, May 1, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center, Second Floor, West Wing
Learn about Tlingit cultural belongings in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center in a gallery hosting. Tlingit people, alongside Southeast Alaska Natives and Indigenous peoples of the Pacific Northwest all use formline as a means of cultural expression in the design of blankets, totem poles, and many more cultural belongings. No registration required. Free with First Friday admission. 
 
Gallery Talk: Athabascan Cultural Belongings 
7:30 p.m. Friday, May 1, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center, Second Floor, West Wing
Learn about Athabascan cultural belongings in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center in a gallery hosting. The various Athabascan peoples comprise a language family with members extending from Alaska to Arizona. No registration required. Free with First Friday admission. 

Artist-in-Residence on the Floor: Jamie Hirano
2-4 p.m. Friday, May 1, Art of the North Galleries, Third Floor, East Wing
Join virtual artist-in-residence Jamie Hirano for a live demo in the Art of the North Galleries. Hirano will be working on various textile projects and answering questions from visitors. To learn more about Hirano’s work, tune in to her studio livestream Thursday, April 30, on Crowdcast. 

University Jazz Ensemble with Student Vocalists
6:30 p.m. Friday, May 1, Atrium 
Celebrate the art of jazz, from bossa nova and swing to contemporary grooves with the University of Alaska Anchorage Jazz Ensemble and student vocalists. Enjoy timeless classics by AC Jobim and Duke Ellington, alongside the soulful sounds of Norah Jones, Stevie Wonder, Aretha Franklin and others. 

In Context: Formline Raven’s Head with Watercolor Pencils
6-8 p.m. Friday, May 1, Reynolds Room, First Floor, East Wing
The formline tradition spans the Alaskan Southeast, all the way into Canada and the Northwestern United States. Its various shapes and line thicknesses are found in Lingít crests, clan houses, regalia and jewelry, as well as on everyday items by Indigenous culture bearers and artists alike. Learn about the Tlingit formline tradition with Ashley Young and create a raven’s head design with watercolor pencil. 

For grades 4-8. Free; registration required. 

Artist Tour of “Everyday Anchorage: Duke Russell & Ward Wells”
6:30 p.m. Friday, May 1, Brian E. Davies Chugach Gallery, Fourth Floor, West Wing Rachel  
Join artist Duke Russell for a tour of the exhibition “Everyday Anchorage: Duke Russell & Ward Wells.” Russell’s paintings from the past three decades, in conversation with Wells’ commercial and studio photographs from the late 1940s-1970s from the Anchorage Museum’s collection, show how both artists celebrate weird and wonderful aspects of Anchorage life. 

Hear from Russell about his visits to the Anchorage Museum Archives to research Ward Wells photographs, and how local landscapes and personalities influence his art practice.

Designer Trashion Workshop
6-8:30 p.m. Thursday, May 7, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave.
“Trashion” transforms discarded and repurposed materials into clothing and accessories. Drop in to create your own pieces alongside workshop hosts and community members, and design wearable looks for the Anchorage Museum’s Trashion Show on Thursday, June 11.

Doors open at 6 p.m.; clean-up begins at 8 p.m. 

Free. Registration recommended, but drop-ins welcome. 

Blink: Creative Play in TOTE Kid Space
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursdays, May 7, 14, 21, & 28, TOTE Kid Space, Discovery Center 
Play to learn and learn to play! Blink engages toddlers and their caretakers with drop-in, educator-led programs. Each week of the month focuses on specific skills important for young learners such as senses, literacy, math, and movement. Best for ages 5 and younger; siblings welcome. 

Included with museum admission.   

Sheared Beaver Headband Workshop
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Friday, May 8, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave.
In this hands-on workshop, participants will create their own sheared beaver headband while learning foundational Yup’ik sewing techniques. Open to individuals displaced by Typhoon Halong and currently living in Anchorage. 

This class offers a supportive space to connect with culture, creativity and community through making. No prior sewing experience required; all materials are provided. 

Registration required. 

Stitching Strength Through Threads of Awareness: Red Dress Earrings Workshop
4-8 p.m. Friday, May 8, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave.
Mellisa Maktuayaq Johnson is an Iñupiaq Alaska Native artist whose work reflects a deep connection to culture, land, and community. To comply with the Marine Mammal Protection Act, registrants must bring proof of tribal enrollment. 

Through this workshop, participants will create beaded red dress earrings honoring missing and murdered Indigenous women, girls, and two-spirit relatives while learning beadwork skills and the cultural importance of raising awareness in our communities. This workshop is supported in part by the Alaska Native Art Foundation and in partnership with the MMIWG2S Alaska Working Group. 

$10; Registration required. Scholarships available, email programs@anchoragemuseum.org to inquire. 

Nasqurrun Sewing Workshop 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, May 9-10, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave.
Join us for a two-day cultural sewing workshop where participants will create a traditional Yup’ik nasqurrun (headdress). Open to individuals displaced by Typhoon Halong and currently living in Anchorage. 

With step-by-step instruction, this workshop centers on connection, storytelling, and cultural revitalization through the practice of traditional sewing. 

All materials provided. Registration required. Attendees must be able to attend both days. 

Sensory-Friendly & Access Morning   
9-10 a.m. Sunday, May 10, Atrium, First Floor galleries, Discovery Center 
Have you ever wanted to experience the museum with less sensory overload? This program is open to both families and adults, especially those experiencing developmental and/or physical disabilities and those on the autism spectrum. A safe space is available for those who need it.

$5 per family/group; museum members receive a 10% discount. Advance registration is strongly recommended. Walk-in registration will only be available if capacity allows and if paying by credit card.

Use the museum’s 7th Avenue entrance. Parking is available in the museum garage. For more information or to request accommodations, please call (907) 929-9258 or email access@anchoragemuseum.org.   

Vital & Creative: Designer Trashion Workshop for Ages 55+
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Tuesday, May 12, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave.
Vital & Creative is a series of creative materials explorations for adults aged 55+. During this session, create your own clothing and accessories from “trashion” made from used, discarded, found and repurposed materials. 

Creative upcyclers are encouraged to drop in and make garments with workshop hosts and community members. This is an active opportunity to make “trashion” garments and wearables for the Anchorage Museum’s Trashion Show on Thursday, June 11.

Free. Registration recommended, but drop-ins welcome.

Member Preview: Spring Fling
6-8 p.m. Thursday, May 14, Anchorage Museum 
Museum members are invited to join us to celebrate the Anchorage Museum’s spring exhibitions and projects. The evening includes appetizers and drinks alongside opportunities to explore Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore, Everyday Anchorage: Duke Russell & Ward Wells, Michaela Goade: Song of the Seasons, AK Grown: Childhood in Alaska, Jeron Joseph: Sacred Ground, Teen Climate Communicators: The R’s We Revolve Around, and the Discovery Center’s TOTE Water Zone.

Registration required. Open to all membership levels. Not a member? Join today at anchoragemuseum.org/membership. 

Behind-the-Scenes Research with the Smithsonian
5:30-6:30 p.m. Thursday, May 14, Reynolds Classroom, First Floor, East Wing
Do you have a piece of Alaska Native artwork that you want to know more about? Join Smithsonian staff to research collections online and learn more about your items. Bring in a photo of the object for hands-on help with your research. Registration not required. 

Members Only: CoLab-orative Mornings 
11 a.m.-noon. Sunday, May 17, Discovery Center, CoLab 
Enjoy morning treats and creative making activities in CoLab, the museum’s all-ages space for collaboration. Registration required. 

Available at these membership levels: Dual PLUS, Insider PLUS, and VIP. Not a member? Join today at anchoragemuseum.org/membership. 

CoLab-orations: Designer Trashion – Found Object Jewelry
5:30-7 p.m. Tuesday, May 19, Discovery Center, CoLab
“Trashion” is clothing and accessories made from used, discarded, found and repurposed materials. Join museum staff in a creative jewelry-making workshop using everyday objects and materials. 

All materials will be provided. Participants are encouraged to bring in personal objects (recycled materials, broken jewelry/accessories, etc.) to create unique jewelry pieces. This is an active opportunity to make “trashion” garments and wearables for the Anchorage Museum’s Trashion Show on Thursday, June 11.

$20 materials fee; includes museum admission. Museum members receive a 10% discount. Registration required.

CoLab-orations is a monthly workshop for tweens (10-12 years old), teens and adults that provides an opportunity to explore a specific material or skill in-depth.

AHS & CIHS Present: The Great Experiment? Creating a Nation.
7 p.m. Thursday, May 21, Auditorium or online via Crowdcast
Americans tend to think about the nation’s founding as inevitable – a series of “of courses.” But in truth, it was a series of improvisations on a big scale. Like the present day, no one knew what would come next, So how did this shape their thinking? Join us to find out.

These presentations are virtual, free, and open to the public via Crowdcast; the same link can be used to review the recorded event after the program conclusion. Those attending in person should use the 7th Avenue entrance to access the auditorium.

Anchorage Museum Book Club: “Two Old Women”
4 p.m. Saturday, May 23, meet in the Main Lobby 
Experience stories of the North through a different kind of book club, one where the setting is the gallery itself. The Anchorage Museum Book Club meets quarterly to read and reflect on books that deepen our understanding of the Circumpolar North. Each selection connects to museum exhibitions or collections, and each discussion takes place in the gallery most aligned with the book’s themes.

This month’s book is Two Old Women: An Alaskan Legend of Betrayal, Courage and Survival by Velma Wallis. Based on an Athabascan legend, this book tells the story of two elderly women abandoned by their tribe and their story of survival. 

This free, public program is open to anyone. No need to attend every session, just register for the dates that interest you. Space is limited to 15 participants per meeting. While we don’t serve snacks (we’re in the galleries), each discussion includes a mini tour of related objects led by museum staff, making the experience especially tied to place.

Recommended for adults. Included with admission; registration required. 

Need a copy of the book? Check out the Anchorage Museum Store or visit the Anchorage Public Library.  

“Star Trek” & the Cold War: A Talk and Screening 
6:30-9 p.m. Tuesday, May 26, Auditorium
Join us for a look at the many ways Star Trek: The Original Series used science-fiction to comment on real-world Cold War tensions. After a brief talk by museum staff about Star Trek and Cold War metaphors and censorship, enjoy two classic episodes of the series. 

This program is held in conjunction with the Anchorage Museum’s Cold War to the Cosmos: Distant Early Warning Systems and the Arctic exhibition.

$10; $8 for members.

Exhibition Tour: “Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore”
10 a.m. Wednesday, May 27, meet in the Main Lobby 
Tour Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore, the Anchorage Museum’s new exhibition that welcomes visitors aboard a recreated section of the University of Alaska Fairbanks’ Sikuliaq research vessel. It studies how physical changes in Arctic waters around Alaska affect marine ecosystems and the coastal communities that rely on the ocean for subsistence hunting and commercial activity. 
 
No registration required. Included with admission.

In Context: Caribou Tufting
4-6 p.m. Friday, May 29, Reynolds Room, First Floor, East Wing
Learn about caribou, their seasonal habits and the role of fur in Alaska Native clothing and regalia, through a hands-on workshop with Lily Grbavach and Dena Drake. Participants will work directly with caribou fur while exploring techniques used across cultures. Caribou grow and shed distinct summer and winter coats, a cycle that shapes how their hide and fur are used. The session also introduces caribou tufting, a technique for replicating yarn punch designs, credited to Métis artists Marie Madeline Lafferty and Katherine Bouvier in 1915.

Panel Breaks: Alaska Comic Workshop Sessions with Tadd Galusha
6-8 p.m. Saturday, May 30, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave.
Join comic illustrator Tadd Galusha for a free workshop series featuring instructional presentations, live art demos, and one-on-one portfolio reviews aimed at helping you advance your comic project. Free, drop-in program.

"Panel Breaks" refers both to the creative use of space in comic design and the chance to take a break from daily life to focus on making comics together.


JUNE EVENTS

Lunch on the Lawn
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Tuesdays & Thursdays, June 2-30, Museum Lawn
We’re bringing live music and food trucks to you every Tuesday and Thursday. Lunch on the Lawn, our weekly live music series, features local and national acts performing live on the museum lawn. 

Other activities include educational programming, community conversations and family-friendly games. Weekly activities vary. This series is made possible in part with support from our sponsor, GCI. Free.

Note: music and activities will move indoors if it rains, where museum admission applies. 
 
Music Schedule
6/02 Rick Brooks 
6/04 Phil Knowlton Band 
6/09 Kat Moore & Alex Cruver 
6/11 Jared Woods 
6/16 Tyler Desjarlais 
6/18 Barton Carroll
6/23 Emma Hill
6/25 Steve Norwood 
6/30 Sally Quinto 

Blink: Lunch on the Lawn
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Tuesdays, June 2-30, Museum Lawn
Play to learn and learn to play! Blink engages toddlers and their caretakers with drop-in, educator-led programs. Join us this summer on the museum lawn for educational games and activities for your young ones. Best for ages 5 and under; siblings welcome. 

Weather permitting; in TOTE Kid Space during inclement weather, where museum admission applies. 

Smithsonian Spotlight: Highlights of the Living Our Cultures exhibition
3-3:45 p.m. Tuesday, June 2, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center, Second Floor, West Wing Danni
Join this tour with Smithsonian staff for knowledge and insights shared by culture-bearers about the historic cultural items from the Smithsonian collections.  

Included with admission. Drop-in program. 

Designer Trashion Workshop
6-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 3, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave.
“Trashion” transforms discarded and repurposed materials into clothing and accessories. Drop in to create your own pieces alongside workshop hosts and community members, and design wearable looks for the Anchorage Museum’s Trashion Show on Thursday, June 11.

Doors open at 6 p.m.; clean-up begins at 8 p.m. 

Free. Registration recommended, but drop-ins welcome.

Summer Camp: Space and Flight Adventures (ages 7-12)
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Tuesday-Wednesday, June 2-4, Discovery Center, Art Lab, CoLab
To infinity, and beyond! Learn about the forces of flight and how they impact aviation on Earth and in space. Campers will develop problem-solving skills and approaches to scientific thinking through hands-on S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) activities, interactive science-based inquiry, planetarium shows, and gallery tours. 

Drop off begins 8:30 a.m.; pick up until 4:30 p.m.

$225; 10% discount for museum members. 

Smithsonian Spotlight: Highlights of the Living Our Cultures exhibition
10-10:45 a.m. Tuesday, June 9, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center, Second Floor, West Wing
Join this tour with Smithsonian staff for knowledge and insights shared by culture-bearers about the historic cultural items from the Smithsonian collections.  

Included with admission. Registration not required.

Summer Camp: Northern Adaptations (ages 7-12)
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday, June 9-11, Discovery Center, Art Lab, CoLab
Investigate the innovative technologies designed to navigate Alaska’s waters and examine how the impacts of climate change have influenced human and animal adaptations. Campers will develop problem-solving skills and approaches to scientific thinking through hands-on S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) activities, interactive science-based inquiry, planetarium shows, and gallery tours. 

Drop off begins 8:30 a.m.; pick up until 4:30 p.m.

$225; 10% discount for museum members.

Sensory-Friendly & Access Morning   
9-10 a.m. Sunday, June 14, Atrium, First Floor galleries, Discovery Center 
Have you ever wanted to experience the museum with less sensory overload? This program is open to both families and adults, especially those experiencing developmental and/or physical disabilities and those on the autism spectrum. A safe space available for those who need it.

$5 per family/group; museum members receive a 10% discount. Advance registration is strongly recommended. Walk-in registration will only be available if capacity allows and if paying by credit card.

Use the museum’s 7th Avenue entrance. Parking is available in the museum garage. For more information or to request accommodations, please call (907) 929-9258 or email access@anchoragemuseum.org.   

CoLab-orations: Photo Frames
5:30-7 p.m. Tuesday, June 16, Discovery Center, CoLab
In this workshop, participants will be making decorative photo frames of various sizes using simple materials and tools. The materials needed and some decorative elements will be provided for all participants.

$20; includes museum admission. Museum members receive a 10% discount. Registration required.

CoLab-orations is a monthly workshop for tweens (10-12 years old), teens and adults that provides an opportunity to explore a specific material or skill in-depth.

Summer Camp: Bird Camp (ages 7-12)
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday, June 16-18, Discovery Center, Art Lab, CoLab
More than 250 birds migrate to Alaska each summer. Join the Anchorage Museum for a camp to learn all about birds. Campers will learn through planetarium experiences, gallery tours, and engaging hands-on S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) activities.

Drop off begins 8:30 a.m.; pick up until 4:30 p.m.

$225; 10% discount for museum members.

Summer Bike Tour: Public Art
5:30 p.m. Thursday, June 18, Museum Lawn
Grab your helmet and pedal to the museum lawn to join our monthly summer bike tours. Every Third Thursday, June through August, museum staff and community experts will bike through areas of Anchorage, making stops to highlight local spots of interest based on exhibition-related themes. 

Free. Tour begins at the Anchorage Museum and covers four to eight miles; may not be suitable for all riders. Rain or shine. Meet at 5 p.m., ride begins at 5:30 p.m. 

In partnership with Bike Anchorage. 

Gyotaku: Japanese Fish Printmaking 
10:30 a.m.-noon. Saturday, June 20, Discovery Center, Art Lab 
Try Gyotaku, or traditional Japanese fish printing, in this hands-on art class. Originally used by fishermen to record their catches, Gyotaku has developed into an art form that captures the intricate details and natural patterns of marine life. Be it salmon, shrimp or octopus tenacles, learn to create artwork from your summer catch. Materials included.
 
After class, be sure to check out Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore, the Anchorage Museum’s exhibition about how physical changes in Arctic waters around Alaska affect marine ecosystems and the coastal communities that rely on the ocean for subsistence hunting and commercial activity. 
 
$35; $30 for members.

Summer Camp: Arctic Engineering (ages 7-12)
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday, June 23-25, Discovery Center, Art Lab, CoLab 
Learn how humans and animals adapt to challenging landscapes. Campers will learn through planetarium experiences, gallery tours, and engaging hands-on S.T.E.A.M. (science, technology, engineering, art, and mathematics) activities.

Drop off begins 8:30 a.m.; pick up until 4:30 p.m.

$225; 10% discount for museum members.

Exhibition Tour: “Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore”
10 a.m. Wednesday, June 24, meet in the Main Lobby 
Tour Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore, the Anchorage Museum’s new exhibition that welcomes visitors aboard a recreated section of the University of Alaska Fairbanks’ Sikuliaq research vessel. It studies how physical changes in Arctic waters around Alaska affect marine ecosystems and the coastal communities that rely on the ocean for subsistence hunting and commercial activity. 
 
Included with admission. No registration required.

June 25th Kincaid Bunker Tour
6-8 p.m. Thursday, June 25, Kincaid Park Chalet, 6998 Raspberry Rd.
Explore Anchorage’s Cold War past with a guided tour of Kincaid Park’s former nuclear missile bunkers. Presented by the Anchorage Museum in collaboration with the Friends of the Nike Site Summit, this tour offers insight into the city’s role as one of America’s first lines of defense during the Cold War. Hear firsthand insights from a veteran tour guide as you uncover the history behind these hidden military installations.

Recommended for ages 16 and older. Please note that this tour involves walking roughly ½ mile on uneven ground. Tour will meet at the Kincaid Park Chalet Parking Lot. 

$20; $15 for museum members. Each participant must register individually.

To learn more about Alaska’s role in the Cold War, visit our Cold War to the Cosmos: Distant Early Warning Systems and the Arctic exhibition.

Vital & Creative: Seashell Jewelry for Ages 55+
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Friday, June 26, Discovery Center, Art Lab 
Vital & Creative is a series of creative materials explorations, for adults ages 55+. During this session, celebrate the natural beauty of marine life in this creative jewelry-making workshop inspired by the exhibition Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore. 

Participants will have the opportunity to create pendants using seashells that can be used as necklaces, earrings, or other accessories while learning more about the Arctic marine environment. All materials will be provided.

$15; includes museum admission. Museum members receive a 10% discount. Registration required. 


THOMAS PLANETARIUM

Into the Deep
3:30 p.m. daily, May 1-31, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Dive alongside deep-sea research scientists to learn about marine biology, underwater geology and the history of deep-sea exploration. Traveling in famous historic submersibles, come face-to-face with fascinating underwater creatures such as vampire squid and pelican eels. Discover how diving vessels make these underwater encounters possible.  

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

James Webb: The Story Unfolds
4:30 p.m. daily, May 1-31, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Discover the furthermost reaches of the universe as revealed by the James Webb Space Telescope, the most powerful telescope ever built. Witness the evolution of galaxies, the life cycle of stars and strange, distant worlds in this live, interactive show. Continuously updated as new images are revealed, this show explores the spectacular advances in our knowledge of the universe. 

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Stellar Women in Astronomy
5:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday, May 1-31, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Explore our stellar timeline: from Hypatia’s ancient wisdom to Caroline Herschel’s comets, to Maria Mitchell’s stars, and Henrietta Leavitt’s galaxies, and to modern pioneers like Katherine Johnson, Vera Rubin, Jocelyn Bell, and Katie Bouman. This inspiring journey spotlights brilliance too often overlooked. Celebrate these trailblazing women and discover how their groundbreaking breakthroughs continue to shape astronomy and inspire future generations of stargazers.

Free; Ticket required and available at the front desk or planetarium ticket booth.

A New Blue
2:30 p.m. Friday-Sunday, May 1-17, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
In the vast darkness of the cosmos, we search for other worlds, places where oceans glisten under alien suns, and skies cradle the promise of life. Beyond the edge of our small world lies an endless expanse of possibility, where distant stars guard planets that coudl one day feel like home. A New Blue invites audiences into the unfolding story of exoplanet discovery, revealing how astronomers have turned faint points of light into entire solar systems – rich with strange worlds, some potentially habitable, others entirely alien.   

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Aurora: Lights of Wonder
2:30 p.m. daily, May 22-31, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Uncover the secrets behind the Aurora, one of the greatest wonders humans can experience in nature. See the actual aurora with the world’s first real-time, full-dome video and discover what causes the changing shapes and colors. Learn about the latest scientific breakthroughs in auroral studies and discover if aurora happens on other planets in our solar system. This show includes it all: mythology, history, art and science! Live Q&A after the movie.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Aurora: Lights of Wonder
12:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, May 1-21, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Uncover the secrets behind the Aurora, one of the greatest wonders humans can experience in nature. See the actual aurora with the world’s first real-time, full-dome video and discover what causes the changing shapes and colors. Learn about the latest scientific breakthroughs in auroral studies and discover if aurora happens on other planets in our solar system. This show includes it all: mythology, history, art and science! Live Q&A after the movie.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Aurora: Lights of Wonder
12:30 p.m. daily, May 22-31, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Uncover the secrets behind the Aurora, one of the greatest wonders humans can experience in nature. See the actual aurora with the world’s first real-time, full-dome video and discover what causes the changing shapes and colors. Learn about the latest scientific breakthroughs in auroral studies and discover if aurora happens on other planets in our solar system. This show includes it all: mythology, history, art and science! Live Q&A after the movie.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

A Place Like No Other
1:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, May 1-21, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Take a journey to the remote wild places of Alaska to observe the iconic animals and landscapes that define the state. Meet Alaskans who seek to understand the impacts of climate change on these dynamic ecosystems and strive to protect an enduring way of life.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

A Place Like No Other
1:30 p.m. daily, May 22-31, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Take a journey to the remote wild places of Alaska to observe the iconic animals and landscapes that define the state. Meet Alaskans who seek to understand the impacts of climate change on these dynamic ecosystems and strive to protect an enduring way of life.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Blink: Story Time in the Dome  
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursday, May 7, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Enjoy captivating storytelling in the Thomas Planetarium. Classic and modern tales come to life in the planetarium’s immersive experience with a live storyteller. Blink engages young children through open-ended play, hands-on workshops, storytelling, art, and science. Best for ages 5 and under. 

Included with museum admission. 

Rapid Space Shorts: The Largest Black Hole in the Universe
6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 & 8:30 p.m. Friday, May 1, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Journey through the Universe to compare black holes of all sizes – from stellar remnants just a few kilometers wide, to the mind-bending supermassive monsters that can engulf Solar Systems. Discover how these cosmic giants form, how big they can grow and what happens if you get too close to their event horizon. 

Rapid Space Shorts are short planetarium experiences that range from constellation tours of the night sky to cruising around the solar system to learning about light and the aurora borealis and many other astronomy topics. 

Free; ticket required and available at the front desk after 6 p.m.

Led Zeppelin Cosmic Light Show
5:30 p.m. Friday, May 8, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium 
Be transported by mood-altering art and graphics choreographed to Led Zeppelin’s biggest hits, including Whole Lotta Love, Immigrant Song, and Ramble On. This immersive experience plays out on the museum’s full-dome planetarium screen in concert with a state-of-the-art sound system.

$10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members.

Audience advisory: Adult subject matter. Recommended for ages 10 and up. This experience includes loud music, flashing lights, simulated motion, and other sensory-stimulating effects. 

Pink Floyd: Dark Side of the Moon
5:30 p.m. Friday, May 15, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Immerse yourself in Pink Floyd’s Dark Side of the Moon. This full-dome light and music show expands on the classic album through captivating HD graphics. It’s not a typical laser show but the next generation of computer-generated imagery.

$10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members.

Audience advisory: Adult subject matter. Recommended for ages 10 and up. This experience includes loud music, flashing lights, simulated motion, and other sensory-stimulating effects. 

Dimensions: Once Upon Our Reality
5:30 p.m. Friday, May 22, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Dimensions: Once Upon Our Reality is an immersive and experimental planetarium show blending stunning visuals, original music, and narration to explore big questions about reality, space, time, and the multiverse. Using scientific concepts and artistic interpretations, audiences are transported through worlds of physics and cosmology, becoming active participants in a vast, unexplored universe.

$10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members.

Audience advisory: Adult subject matter. Recommended for ages 10 and up. This experience includes loud music, flashing lights, simulated motion, and other sensory-stimulating effects. 

Pink Floyd: The Wall
5:30 p.m. Friday, May 29, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Lose yourself in Pink Floyd’s masterpiece The Wall. This full-dome light and music show interprets this classic album through mesmerizing HD graphics. It’s not a typical laser show but the next generation of computer-generated imagery.

$10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members.

Audience advisory: Adult subject matter. Recommended for ages 10 and up. This experience includes loud music, flashing lights, simulated motion, and other sensory-stimulating effects. 

Private Planetarium Experience
5:30-6:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, May 1-31, Thomas Planetarium & Innovation Zone
Come and explore the Thomas Planetarium when it's closed to the public. Each program is a private, educator-led, interactive experience for all ages.

Includes museum admission for up to 6 participants, a private screening of a planetarium movie, and a hands-on S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math) activity. Choose from our selection of Interactive Quests, or our Movie & Making offerings: click here.

$100 fee per group, per event; $50 for museum members.

Registration required at least 24 hours in advance.

Email planetarium@anchoragemuseum.org for information about larger groups. 

Aurora: Lights of Wonder
12:30 p.m. daily, June 1-30, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Uncover the secrets behind the Aurora, one of the greatest wonders humans can experience in nature. See the actual aurora with the world’s first real-time, full-dome video and discover what causes the changing shapes and colors. Learn about the latest scientific breakthroughs in auroral studies and discover if aurora happens on other planets in our solar system. This show includes it all: mythology, history, art and science! Live Q&A after the movie.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

A Place Like No Other
1:30 p.m. daily, June 1-30, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Take a journey to the remote wild places of Alaska to observe the iconic animals and landscapes that define the state. Meet Alaskans who seek to understand the impacts of climate change on these dynamic ecosystems and strive to protect an enduring way of life.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Aurora: Lights of Wonder
2:30 p.m. daily, June 1-30, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Uncover the secrets behind the Aurora, one of the greatest wonders humans can experience in nature. See the actual aurora with the world’s first real-time, full-dome video and discover what causes the changing shapes and colors. Learn about the latest scientific breakthroughs in auroral studies and discover if aurora happens on other planets in our solar system. This show includes it all: mythology, history, art and science! Live Q&A after the movie.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

River of Bears
3:30 p.m. daily, June 1-30, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Observe Alaska’s iconic brown bears as they nurture cubs, fish for salmon, and play in their natural environment. This immersive, full-dome planetarium show plants you in the middle of the McNeil River State Game Sanctuary, where more than 100 brown bears congregate each summer to bulk up for the harsh winter. Learn how the bears’ remarkable intelligence and instincts help them survive in the Alaska wilderness. Live Q&A after the movie.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Big Questions: Astrobiology
5:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday, June 1-30, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Join us on a journey to answer some of the biggest questions in the universe. How did Earth develop a habitable environment? Where did life come from? Could life exist elsewhere? Humans have been asking these questions for hundreds of years, and our pursuit of knowledge led us to launch the OSIRIS-REx mission. On its quest to study and sample the asteroid Bennu, OSIRIS-REx has shaped our understanding of planetary formation and the existence of life on Earth.

Free; Ticket required and available at the front desk or planetarium ticket booth.

Rapid Space Shorts: SpaceTime
6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 & 8:30 p.m. Friday, June 5, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Gravitational waves can, among other things, provide insights into the origins of the universe and the properties of black holes. This short film illustrates how specific telescopes designed for detecting gravitational waves effectively give Earth “ears”, in addition to the “eyes” it already has with classical telescopes for visible light. This way, even the darkest regions of the universe become visible.

Rapid Space Shorts are short planetarium experiences that range from constellation tours of the night sky to cruising around the solar system to learning about light and the aurora borealis and many other astronomy topics. 

Free; ticket required and available at the front desk after 6 p.m.

Led Zeppelin Cosmic Light Show
5:30 p.m. Friday, June 12, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Be transported by mood-altering art and graphics choreographed to Led Zeppelin’s biggest hits, including Whole Lotta Love, Immigrant Song, and Ramble On. This immersive experience plays out on the museum’s full-dome planetarium screen in concert with a state-of-the-art sound system.

$10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members.

Audience advisory: Adult subject matter. Recommended for ages 10 and up. This experience includes loud music, flashing lights, simulated motion, and other sensory-stimulating effects. 

Pink Floyd: Dark Side of the Moon
5:30 p.m. Friday, June 19, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium 
Immerse yourself in Pink Floyd’s Dark Side of the Moon. This full-dome light and music show expands on the classic album through captivating HD graphics. It’s not a typical laser show but the next generation of computer-generated imagery.

$10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members.

Audience advisory: Adult subject matter. Recommended for ages 10 and up. This experience includes loud music, flashing lights, simulated motion, and other sensory-stimulating effects. 

Pink Floyd: The Wall
5:30 p.m. Friday, June 26, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Lose yourself in Pink Floyd’s masterpiece The Wall. This full-dome light and music show interprets this classic album through mesmerizing HD graphics. It’s not a typical laser show but the next generation of computer-generated imagery.

$10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members.

Audience advisory: Adult subject matter. Recommended for ages 10 and up. This experience includes loud music, flashing lights, simulated motion, and other sensory-stimulating effects. 

Private Planetarium Experience
5:30-6:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, June 1-30, Thomas Planetarium & Innovation Zone
Come and explore the Thomas Planetarium when it's closed to the public. Each program is a private, educator-led, interactive experience for all ages.

Includes museum admission for up to 6 participants, a private screening of a planetarium movie, and a hands-on S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math) activity. Choose from our selection of Interactive Quests, or our Movie & Making offerings: click here.

$100 fee per group, per event; $50 for museum members.

Registration required at least 24 hours in advance.

Email planetarium@anchoragemuseum.org for information about larger groups. 
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UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS

Michaela Goade: Song of the Seasons 
On view May 1, 2026 – April 11, 2027, ConocoPhillips Arctic Gallery
Step into the jeweled abundance of summer and the crystalline stillness of winter through Michaela Goade’s illustrations, sketches and process videos. Featuring work from Goade’s children's books Berry Song and Moon Song, this exhibition celebrates Tlingit traditions of gratitude, kinship with nature and finding wonder in every season. 
Rooted in love, gratitude, and deep attention to place, illustrator Michaela Goade’s work invites visitors of all ages to notice the seasons - and their own connections to land and community.

AK Grown: Childhood in Alaska
On view May 1, 2026 – Feb. 14, 2027, Atrium
Growing up in Alaska offers undeniably distinctive experiences of nature and the outdoors. Whether trick-or-treating in full snow gear, catching larger-than-life fish, playing baseball in snowshoes or picnicking atop rugged mountains, the weather and landscape are often main characters in the stories and memories of kids who grew up here. Spanning photographs from the 1930s to the present day, this exhibition traces nearly a century of childhood across Alaska. Drawn from archives and family albums, these images offer glimpses into everyday moments shaped by place. 

Everyday Anchorage: Duke Russell & Ward Wells 
On view May 1, 2026 – Feb. 2027, Brian E. Davies Chugach Gallery
Painter Duke Russell (b. 1959) and photographer Ward Wells (1920–1982) chronicled Anchorage through different eras, with Wells’ photographs significantly influencing and inspiring Russell’s paintings. In Everyday Anchorage, Russell’s works from the past four decades are placed in conversation with Wells’ commercial and studio photographs from the late 1940s through the 70s, revealing a shared interest in weird and wonderful aspects of Anchorage life—from local personalities and people, to architecture, parks and a landscape shaped by tourism, development, and urban growth. 

Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore 
On view May 15, 2026 – April 2027, Patricia B. Wolf Family Galleries
This exhibition invites visitors aboard a recreated section of the University of Alaska Fairbanks research vessel Sikuliaq, spotlighting the power of science and the people behind it in deepening our understanding of the Arctic marine ecosystem. Through immersive storytelling and hands-on learning, visitors will encounter the complex, interconnected life of northern waters and explore how anyone, scientist or not, can help shape what we know about the world around us. 

Faux Flora
On view Oct. 9, 2026 – Sept. 12, 2027, Third Floor, West Wing
Faux Flora imagines new flowering plant species through artwork blending scent, sound and visuals. Each flower in this multisensory exhibition stirs emotions and invites distinct experiences, combining well-known Icelandic motifs and fragrances into an inventive botanical landscape.


CURRENT EXHIBITIONS

Real. Arctic.
On view through August 16, 2026, Art of the North Galleries, Third Floor, East Wing
Real. Arctic. is a multifaceted art and archival project by Jérémie McGowan and Amund Sjølie Sveen of Norway that examines how the Arctic is imagined, marketed, and lived today. Taking shape as an exhibition, site-specific installation, pop-up tourist shop, performance, and evolving archive, the project moves fluidly between contemporary art, documentary material, mass-produced consumer goods and collectible objects. 

Cold War to the Cosmos: Distant Early Warning Systems and the Arctic
On view through Sept. 7, 2026, Third Floor, West Wing
Cold War to the Cosmos: Distant Early Warning Systems and the Arctic explores the Arctic’s strategic role during the Cold War and how the era reshaped global conversations about technology, freedom and the limits of human progress. From missile detection systems in the North to the race to the moon, innovation unfolded alongside nuclear fear, defining life in the Atomic Age. The exhibition also considers art’s role in this period. Abstract Expressionists such as Mark Rothko, Jackson Pollock and Willem de Kooning became symbols of individual freedom amid ideological conflict, as the US promoted artistic expression as a counterpoint to Soviet control. Art functioned as both personal statement and geopolitical signal. Bringing together historical images and contemporary works—including major loans from national institutions—the exhibition connects past and present, reflecting on how artists continue to shape our understanding of space, technology and our shared future.

Jeron Joseph: Sacred Ground 
On view through Oct. 4, 2026, First Floor, Family Galleries, South Hallway
Jeron Joseph’s photographs reflect years of close observation along the coast of Western Alaska, tracing shifts in season, light and plant life. The work embodies the Yup’ik concept of ellarpak—often translated as “world”— symbolized by a dot within a circle to represent the alignment of all things and the movement between the mortal and the spiritual. In 2025, after devastating flooding caused by Typhoon Halong forced the evacuation of Kwigillingok (Kuigilnguq), Kipnuk (Qipneq) and other Western Alaska communities, Joseph left his home. He sees these images as a way to honor and remember the land and to share its enduring beauty. He is currently based in Anchorage.

Tricksters and Sourdoughs: Humor and Identity in Alaska
On view through Oct. 4, 2026, Northern Narratives gallery, Second Floor, East Wing
Tricksters and Sourdoughs examines the distinctive ways Alaskans use humor as a survival tool, coping mechanism, and vehicle for creating and sharing culture. This exhibition considers laughter as a powerful means of resistance and social critique as well as release, affirmation, and connection. Incorporating Alaska Native contemporary art, cartoons, ephemera, films, memes, and other elements of Alaska pop culture, Tricksters and Sourdoughs offers a rich and varied portrait of Alaska identity by revealing what makes us chuckle, cringe, and nod in recognition.

Arctic Sculpture: Ivory Carvings from the Anchorage Museum Collection
On view through autumn 2026, Atrium Mezzanine, Second Floor, East Wing
Arctic Sculpture celebrates the connection between walrus and Alaska Native people who have skillfully carved and sculpted walrus ivory for millennia. On view are varied examples of ivory forms from Inuit and Saint Lawrence Island Yupik cultures, including items made for leisure, trade, and tourism like cribbage boards and model ships, as well as original works of art. Visitors will appreciate intricate scrimshaw, as well as expertly carved figurines representing Arctic birds, marine mammals, humans, and the spirit realm.

Dena’ina Ełnena 
Gottstein Learning Center, Second Floor, West Wing
The traditional homeland of the Dena’ina people spans more than 41,000 square miles across Southcentral Alaska, from the Kenai Peninsula north of Talkeetna and west to the Upper Stony River. For thousands of years, the Dena’ina have sustained deep relationships with these lands and waters. This mural installation by Iñupiaq artist and graphic designer Katie O’Connor highlights three places significant to the Eklutna Dena’ina: Susni Kaq’ (Susitna River), Dgheyaytnu (Ship Creek) and Idluytnu (Eklutna). Surrounding Dena’ina words—drawn primarily from the Upper Cook Inlet dialect—name elements of the local ecosystems. Indigenous place names carry cultural, historical and spiritual meaning, honoring the enduring presence of the Dena’ina in this region.


PERMANENT EXHIBITIONS

Alaska Exhibition
Alaska is a land of contrasts and extremes, a complex social and natural landscape that lends itself to myth and cliché. The Alaska exhibition tells the story of Alaska through multiple voices and perspectives, reflecting the ingenuity, technology, ways of knowing and intimate understanding of the landscape that have allowed people to survive and thrive across the North. The exhibition is organized by 13 themes reflecting essential aspects of life in Alaska, both today and throughout the state’s rich history. These themes reveal the identity of Alaska and its people. On view are more than 400 objects from the Anchorage Museum’s collections, including several acquired or on loan especially for this new exhibition. Visitors experience immersive installations throughout the exhibition with elements of sculpture, video, soundscapes, moving images and cinematic narratives with participative moments. The visitor journey follows an intuitive clockwise path that begins and ends at the same point. Visitors move forward in time, exploring themes and absorbing Alaska’s history as it relates to contemporary issues. At the heart of the gallery is a central space for hosting artists and performances, welcoming school groups, conducting readings, engaging in storytelling and gathering for events. A complementary gallery for temporary exhibitions related to Northern narratives is located next door. Together, these elements invite visitors to consider for themselves what Alaska really is – what is real, what is myth and what lives in that place in between.

Art of the North 
The Art of the North galleries, located in the museum’s Rasmuson Wing, present the museum’s art collection from the perspectives of American art and an international North. Paintings, sculpture, photography, video and other media offer varied perceptions of the Northern landscape through historical and contemporary depictions of both land and people. These galleries deliver a compelling narrative for the North. Documentary works from expedition artists, Romantic landscapes by 19th and 20th century painters and works by contemporary artists for whom landscape reflects a place in transition are presented. 

Living Our Cultures, Sharing Our Heritage: The First Peoples of Alaska
The Smithsonian Institution has loaned hundreds of indigenous Alaska artifacts to their place of origin, allowing access for hands-on study by Alaska Native elders, artists and scholars and viewing by museum visitors. These cultural and historical treasures are exhibited in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center at the Anchorage Museum. The center’s main exhibition, Living Our Cultures, Sharing Our Heritage: The First Peoples of Alaska, features more than 600 objects from the Smithsonian’s collections that were selected and interpreted with help from Alaska Native advisers. The exhibition includes two multimedia installations: A video installation about contemporary Alaska Native life plays on seven large, flat-screen TVs, while a 3-D sound installation along the west wall immerses visitors in the Arctic through recordings of Alaska Native storytellers and soundscapes of Alaska’s environment. In addition to its gallery space, the 10,000-square-foot center encourages research about Alaska through an archaeology laboratory and a community room where Alaska Native Elders, artists and scholars can study heritage objects up close. 

The Arctic Studies Center, established in 1988, is a federal research and education program focusing on peoples, history, archaeology and cultures across the circumpolar North. The center is part of the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of Natural History. In 1994, the center partnered with the Anchorage Museum to open an Anchorage office. 


VISITOR INFORMATION/MUSEUM HOURS

The Anchorage Museum’s mission is to be a museum for people, place, planet and potential, in service of a sustainable and equitable North, with creativity and imagination for what is possible.

SUMMER HOURS May through Sept
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, including holidays.
Extended hours to 9 p.m. First Fridays 
*Hours subject to change, check anchoragemuseum.org/visit
 
MUSE RESTAURANT HOURS
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily
Extended hours to 9 p.m. First Fridays 

ATRIUM CAFÉ HOURS
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily
 
FIRST FRIDAYS
Enjoy free admission 6-9 p.m. on the first Friday of each month.

GENERAL ADMISSION
$25 adults (18-64), $20 Alaska resident adults, $23 military/senior/student, $12 ages 6 to 12, Free for ages 5 and younger, museum members, enrolled members of federally recognized tribes.
 
BANK OF AMERICA MUSEUMS ON US
Bank of America cardholders enjoy one free museum general admission on the first Saturday and Sunday of every month with credit or debit card and photo ID. Special exhibition fees still apply. Bank of America cardholders also receive a 10% discount on Anchorage Museum Store purchases on this day. No other discounts apply.

ONSITE PARKING
Public parking is available in the underground garage on evenings and weekends for a fee. Parking for people with disabilities available daily. Pay parking fees at garage pay box.
 
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE
Visitors with disabilities who need special assistance may call 907-929-9254.
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