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NEWS

Winter hours start Thursday, Oct. 1
The Anchorage Museum will switch to our winter open hours in October. Starting Oct. 1, we will be open Tuesday through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sundays from Noon to 6 p.m., and every First Friday from 6 to 9 p.m. During winter, the museum is closed on Mondays.


SEPTEMBER EVENTS

Discovery Center: Science Demonstration
11:30 a.m. Mondays-Wednesdays, Sept. 1-30, Discovery Center, Innovation Zone
Ask questions, make predictions and conduct experiments at the museum’s hands-on Exploration Station. 

Included with admission.

Discovery Center: Science Demonstration
11:30 a.m. Fridays & Sundays, Sept. 1-30, Discovery Center, Innovation Zone
Ask questions, make predictions, and conduct experiments at the museum’s hands-on Exploration Station. 

Included with admission.

Arctic Marine Science: Science Demonstration
11:30 a.m. Thursdays & Saturdays Sept. 1-30, Patricia B. Wolf Family Galleries, First Floor, East Wing
Ask questions, make predictions and conduct experiments in the exhibition Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore. 

Included with admission.

Discovery Center: Animal Feeding Demonstration
2 p.m. Tuesdays-Sundays, Sept. 1-30, Discovery Center, Life Zone
Observe animals from the living collection during feeding demonstrations. Learn about their diets, natural behaviors and daily care while staff answer questions.

Included with admission.

Vital & Creative: Paper Flower Making for Ages 55+
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 1, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave. 
Learn techniques for creating oversized paper flower blooms inspired by the exhibition “Faux Flora” and the décor of the upcoming Anchorage Museum gala. Experiment with color, shape and texture as you create a bold bloom of your own. Take a flower home and make an extra to add to the gala décor.

$10 materials fee; museum members receive a 10% discount. Registration required. 
 
Vital & Creative is a series of creative materials explorations for adults ages 55+

Slow Craft Sessions: Weaving On Rigid Heddle Looms
6-8 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 2, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave. 
Slow down and make something by hand in this slow craft series. Hosted by the Anchorage Weavers and Spinners Guild, Slow Craft Sessions showcase a range of techniques, from loom and tablet weaving to macramé and more.

In this beginner-friendly session, learn the basics of rigid heddle weaving. Try multiple looms, spend time weaving and see how different yarns behave within a weave structure.

Free. Registration recommended. 

This event is part of a Slow Craft series on the first Wednesday of the month. Join us to explore creative practices and connect with the local crafters, build community and find a new spark.

Blink: Creative Play in TOTE Kid Space   
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 3, Discovery Center, TOTE Kid Space 
Play to learn and learn to play! Blink engages toddlers and their caretakers with drop-in, educator-led programs. Each week of the month focuses on specific skills important for young learners such as senses, literacy, math and movement. Best for ages 5 and younger; siblings welcome. 

Included with admission.   

First Friday at the Anchorage Museum   
6-9 p.m. Friday, Sept. 4, Anchorage Museum         
Bring the whole family to enjoy free admission. Explore four floors of galleries and exhibitions, get hands-on in the Discovery Center, create in the Art Lab or watch rapid space shorts in the Planetarium. 
 
Thomas Planetarium - Rapid Space Shorts   
6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 & 8:30 p.m. Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium 
These quick planetarium experiences range from constellation tours of the night sky and cruising around the solar system to learning about light and the aurora borealis. Free; ticket required and available at the front desk after 6 p.m.   
  
ArtLab – Free Create First Friday 
6-8 p.m. Discovery Center, Art Lab 
Create and gather with the community in a fun, judgment-free zone. Open to all ages; all children must be accompanied by an adult.  

Gallery Talk: Tsimshian and Haida Clothing and Ornamentation
6:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 4, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center, Second Floor, West Wing 
Southeast Alaska Natives and Indigenous peoples of the Pacific Northwest share formline as a means of cultural expression in the design of blankets, totem poles and many more cultural belongings. Join us in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center for a talk about Tsimshian and Haida clothing and ornamentation. 

Gallery Talk: Tlingit and Athabascan Cultural Belongings
7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 4, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center, Second Floor, West Wing 
The Tlingit and Athabascan peoples comprise a language family with members extending from Alaska to Arizona. Learn about Athabascan cultural belongings in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center in a gallery talk.

Gallery Talk: Unangax̂ and Sugpiaq Cultural Belongings
7:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 4, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center, Second Floor, West Wing 
Unangax̂ and Sugpiaq kayak designs tend to be narrower, suited to navigating and hunting in open ocean environments. During this gallery talk in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center, learn about these designs and related Unangax̂ and Sugpiaq cultural belongings.

Time, Nature and New Ways of Thinking
Friday, Sept. 4
Across two First Friday programs, Jonathon Keats uses art and experimentation to reconsider systems we often take for granted—from how we measure time to how we govern ourselves. The conversations invite long-term thinking, curiosity and new ways of considering our relationships with the living world.

Climate Cafe: Elders of Time — A Film and Conversation with Jonathon Keats
Noon. Friday, Sept. 4, Auditorium
Join us for a special screening of Elders of Time, an award-winning short documentary by Justin Oliphant and Shannon Breen following artist Jonathon Keats’s decade-long quest to develop clocks and calendars calibrated by the growth of bristlecone pine trees.

Developed in collaboration with the Long Now Foundation and the Nevada Museum of Art, Keats’s artwork asks what happens when we measure time through the natural world rather than by the clock. The project opens a conversation about how we understand our place in time, what it means to think beyond a human lifespan and how creative practice can help us imagine across generations.

Following the screening, Keats joins Museum staff for a conversation about the project, the creative possibilities of long-term thinking and what it means to engage with environmental change across generations. Free. 

A Field Guide to More-Than-Human Governance: A Reading and Conversation with Jonathon Keats
6:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 4, Auditorium
What might human systems learn from the ways other living communities organize themselves?

Experimental philosopher Jonathon Keats reads from his recently published book, A Field Guide to More-Than-Human Governance. Keats considers the population structures and behaviors of nonhuman communities, from bacterial colonies to dolphin pods, along with the self-regulating properties of ecosystems and the biosphere.

Drawing on these observations, Keats proposes a methodology for looking to nature for ideas about how human systems might be organized differently. The reading opens a broader conversation about imagination, experimentation and what other ways of organizing our shared future might be possible.

Following the reading, Keats joins Museum staff to discuss the project, possibilities for future human governance and approaches to creating change. Keats will be available for a book signing and conversation following the event. Free.

Bank of America Museums on Us   
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 5 & Sunday, Sept. 6  
Bank of America cardholders enjoy one free museum general admission on the first weekend of the month with a BoA credit or debit card and photo ID. Special exhibition fees still apply. 

BoA cardholders also receive a 10% discount on purchases at the Anchorage Museum Store on this day. No other discounts apply. 

One-Day Bead Weaving Earring Workshop
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 5, Seed Lab 111 W. 6th Ave.
Learn the foundations of bead weaving while creating a pair of bead-woven earrings. This class covers materials and tools, pattern building, thread and needle techniques, maintaining proper tension and finishing methods. Through step-by-step instruction, participants will build the skills and confidence to continue bead weaving on their own.

Designed for beginners and those looking to strengthen their foundational skills, this class provides hands-on practice that participants can carry into future bead-weaving projects.

This workshop is designed to support people who have been displaced by Typhoon Halong. Participants must be age 12 or older. 
 
Vital & Creative: Paper Flower Making for Ages 55+
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 8, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave. 
Learn techniques for creating oversized paper flower blooms inspired by the exhibition Faux Flora and the décor of the upcoming Anchorage Museum gala. Experiment with color, shape and texture as you create a bold bloom of your own. Take a flower home and make an extra to add to the gala décor.
 
$10 materials fee. Museum members receive a 10% discount. Registration required. 
 
Vital & Creative is a series of creative materials explorations for adults ages 55+.

Exhibition Tour: Arctic Marine Science
11 a.m. Wednesday, Sept. 9, Meet in Museum Lobby 
Tour Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore, the Anchorage Museum’s exhibition that welcomes visitors aboard a recreated section of the University of Alaska Fairbanks’ Sikuliaq. A research vessel, the Sikuliaq studies how physical changes in Arctic waters around Alaska affect marine ecosystems and the coastal communities that rely on the ocean for subsistence hunting and commercial activity. 
 
No registration required. Included with admission. 

Repair & Reuse: Darning Socks and Sweaters 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 9, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave.
Give well-loved knitwear a longer life. Bring clothing with holes or thin spots and learn the basics of darning, Swiss darning and hand mending. Participants will learn to identify basic stitches and come to understand their significance for knitted garment repair. 

Free; registration required. Doors open at 6 p.m., guided demonstration at 6:30. Registration required.  

“Repair & Reuse” is a series based on a culture of repair, working to transform our culture into one that repairs more readily than it purchases, to create a more sustainable community. Workshops on mending, repairing outdoor gear, upcycling and object fixing, along with the sharing of how-to skillsets, help remind all of us that low-cost repairs help the climate. 

Blink: Creative Play in TOTE Kid Space    
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 10, Discovery Center, TOTE Kid Space    
Play to learn and learn to play! Blink engages toddlers and their caretakers with drop-in, educator-led programs. Each week of the month focuses on specific skills important for young learners such as senses, literacy, math, and movement. Best for ages 5 and younger; siblings welcome. 

Included with admission.     

Resurrection Bay Boat Tour 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 12, Seward Boat Harbor, 1300 4th Ave., Seward, AK
Take Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore beyond the galleries and onto the water during a special six-hour cruise of Resurrection Bay with marine scientists.

The exhibition invites visitors into the world of marine research, from the tools scientists use to study the ocean to the interconnected systems they are working to understand. This day on Resurrection Bay brings those ideas onto the water.

Spend time with oceanographers and marine biologists, hear about their research in Alaska’s ocean waters and ask questions along the way. Experience the marine environment alongside people who study it closely and learn how careful observation and research can reveal more about the waters around us.

No science background is needed. Whether you’re curious about marine research or simply want to see a familiar place from a different perspective, the cruise, provided by Major Marine Tours, offers an opportunity to spend time on Resurrection Bay while connecting what you see on the water with ideas explored in Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore.

Open to Museum members and the public. A deli lunch is included.

Featured Speaker
Hank Statscewich, Research Staff, College of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences, UAF
$250 adults, $200 children; includes deli lunch. Members receive 10% discount. 

Sensory-Friendly & Access Morning    
9-10 a.m. Sunday, Sept. 13, Atrium, First Floor galleries, Discovery Center
Have you ever wanted to experience the museum with less sensory overload? This program is open to both families and adults, especially those experiencing developmental and/or physical disabilities and those on the autism spectrum. A safe space available for those who need it.

$5 per family/group; museum members receive a 10% discount. Advance registration is strongly recommended. Walk-in registration will only be available if capacity allows and if paying by credit card.

Use the museum’s 7th Avenue entrance. Parking is available in the museum garage. For more information or to request accommodations, please call (907) 929-9258 or email access@anchoragemuseum.org. 

Vital & Creative: Paper Flower Making for Ages 55+
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 15, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave. 
Learn techniques for creating oversized paper flower blooms inspired by the exhibition “Faux Flora” and the décor of the upcoming Anchorage Museum gala. Experiment with color, shape and texture as you create a bold bloom of your own. Take a flower home and make an extra to add to the gala décor.
 
$10 materials fee. Museum members receive a 10% discount. Registration required. 
 
Vital & Creative is a series of creative materials explorations for adults ages 55+.

Blink: Story Time in the Gallery
10:30 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 15, Patricia B. Wolf Family Galleries, First Floor, East Wing 
Join museum staff for a morning of stories and exhibition exploration every third Tuesday of the month. 

This month’s “Blink: Story Time in the Gallery” will take place in Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore. Learn about the plants and animals of the Arctic marine ecosystem and hear stories about researchers studying the waters around Alaska. 

CoLab-orations: Kinusaiga
5:30-7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 15, Discovery Center, CoLab 
Looking for an accessible, budget-friendly way to give old clothing and fabric scraps new life? Join Museum staff to learn kinusaiga, the forgiving and relaxing Japanese art of “painting with fabric.”

All materials are provided, but participants are welcome to bring their own supplies.

$20 materials fee; includes museum admission. Museum members receive a 10% discount. Registration required.

Blink: Creative Play in TOTE Kid Space   
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursday, September 17, Discovery Center, TOTE Kid Space
Play to learn and learn to play! Blink engages toddlers and their caretakers with drop-in, educator-led programs. Each week of the month focuses on specific skills important for young learners such as senses, literacy, math and movement. Best for ages 5 and younger; siblings welcome. 

Included with admission.    

Portrait Session with artist Kip Fulbeck	Comment by Rachel Boesenberg: @Danni Crombie New! based on convo yesterday afternoon
2-4 p.m. Friday, Sept. 18, Art of the North, North Informal
Join artist Kip Fulbeck and become part of The Hapa Project / Alaska. During this portrait session in the exhibition gallery, Fulbeck will photograph participants and invite each person to respond in writing to a simple question: “Who are you?”

Fulbeck developed the Alaska chapter of The Hapa Project during a residency at the Anchorage Museum in summer 2025, photographing 89 Alaskans. Their portraits and handwritten responses consider how people describe themselves, their families, their experiences and their sense of belonging.

The project began in 2001 and has grown to include more than 1,200 portraits and personal statements. This participatory session continues that work in Alaska: new portraits and handwritten statements will be added to the community display wall on a rotating basis throughout the exhibition.

Artist Talk: Kip Fulbeck & The Hapa Project
6 p.m. Friday, Sept. 18, Auditorium
Join artist Kip Fulbeck for a conversation about the ideas and experiences behind The Hapa Project. Fulbeck shares images and stories from his interactions with participants, along with insights into his artistic process and the question at the center of the project: “Who are you?”

The talk offers a deeper look at The Hapa Project / Alaska and its portraits and personal statements, which together consider how people describe themselves, their families, their experiences and their sense of belonging. The Hapa Project/Alaska is on view in the Art of the North Galleries.

Free. Attendees are invited to visit the exhibition before the lecture. 

Following the talk, Fulbeck will sign copies of his book Hapa.me — 15 Years of The Hapa Project. 

Members Only: CoLab-orative Mornings     
11 a.m.-noon. Sunday, Sept. 20, Discovery Center, CoLab 
Enjoy morning treats and creative making activities in CoLab, the Museum’s all-ages space for collaboration.   

Available at these membership levels: Dual PLUS, Insider PLUS, and VIP.    

Blink: Story Time in the Dome Kick Off Celebration 
10:30 & 11:05 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 24, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium 
Bambini symphonique takes children and their parents on a playful, colorful and festive journey all around the world. The film’s soundtrack features the greatest nursery rhymes from different cultures, in their original language, adapted and arranged for symphony orchestra and children’s choir by Quebec composer Eric Champagne. 

Focusing on the discovery of this traditional musical repertoire handed down from generation to generation, the Bambini symphonique experience encourages children to discover different stories and sounds through a variety of visual stimuli. 

Best for ages 5 and under. Included with admission.
 
A ticket is needed to attend each showtime; tickets will be given free of charge on a first-come, first-served basis. Tickets available at the front desk or planetarium ticket booth (in front of the planetarium entrance). 

Member Planetarium Screening: Planet Nine
5:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 24, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
In July 2015, the New Horizons spacecraft gave us our first close look at Pluto, the most famous dwarf planet in the outskirts of our Solar System. The New Horizons flyby was big news, and the pictures it continues to send back to Earth reveal a world far more complex than anyone realized. 

Planet Nine follows Mike Brown and his team at Caltech as they discover evidence of a Kuiper Belt object 10 times more massive than Earth and embark on the search for a new ninth planet far beyond the orbit of Neptune.

Recommended for ages 13 and up.

Open to all members; registration required.

Foundations of Watercolor with Julia Ditto 
10:15 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 26, Discovery Center, Art Lab 
Learn foundational watercolor skills with scientific illustrator Julia Ditto in this full-day in-person class. Start the day by practicing the basics and, by the afternoon, apply what you have learned by painting the marine animals in the Anchorage Museum’s tidal tank. 

$75 materials fee, includes museum admission. Museum members receive a 10% discount. Designed for students 18+. Registration required.

About the Artist
Julia Ditto is a natural science illustrator from Anchorage, Alaska. She primarily works in graphite, watercolor and digital painting to create visuals for communicating science.

This program is held in conjunction with the Anchorage Museum’s Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore exhibition, now on view on the first floor. 

Porcupine Workshop with Emma Hildebrand
Noon-4 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 26 & Sunday, Sept. 27, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave. 
Porcupine quills have long been used to create decorative patterns on Athabascan clothing and other items, including bags, earrings and gloves. Softened quills can be folded, sewn, twisted, plaited and used in embroidery.

Join Koyukon artist Emma Hildebrand for a two-day workshop learning techniques for working with porcupine quills.

$30 class fee; scholarships available.  

This class is supported in part by the Alaska Native Arts Foundation and the Sinew Fund.  

The Brooks Range: Journey, Life & Art in the Gwazhal 
6 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 29, Auditorium
Join photographer and mountaineer Claude Fiddler for a presentation and book signing celebrating his new book, The Brooks Range: Journey, Life & Art in the Gwazhal. Fiddler will share stories from 20 years of trips to the Brooks Range that culminated in the book.

Featuring 80 photographs, the book also includes essays by Alaska writers Roman Dial, Caroline Van Hemert, Adeline Raboff and Nancy Lord.

Fiddler will discuss the process of bringing the book together, from collaborating with writers and developing the design and layout to working with a printer.

Free.


OCTOBER EVENTS

Discovery Center: Science Demonstration
11:30 a.m. Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Fridays, Oct. 1-31, Discovery Center, Innovation Zone
Ask questions, make predictions, and conduct experiments at the museum’s hands-on Exploration Station. 

Included with admission.

Arctic Marine Science: Science Demonstration
11:30 a.m. Thursdays & Saturdays, Oct. 1-31, Patricia B. Wolf Family Galleries, First Floor, East Wing
Ask questions, make predictions and conduct experiments in the exhibition Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore. 

Included with admission.

Discovery Center: Animal Feeding Demonstration
2 p.m. Tuesdays-Sundays, Oct. 1-31, Discovery Center, Life Zone
Observe animals from the living collection during feeding demonstrations. Learn about their unique diets, natural behaviors and daily care while staff answer questions.

Included with admission.

Blink: Creative Play in TOTE Kid Space    
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursday, Oct. 1, Discovery Center, TOTE Kid Space
Play to learn and learn to play! Blink engages toddlers and their caretakers with drop-in, educator-led programs. Each week of the month focuses on specific skills important for young learners such as senses, literacy, math and movement. Best for ages 5 and younger; siblings welcome. 

Included with admission.     

Gallery Talk: Yup’ik Cultural Belongings
6:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 2, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center, Second Floor, West Wing
Learn about Yup’ik cultural belongings at the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center in a 15-minute gallery hosting. 

Gallery Talk: St. Lawrence Island and Eastern Siberian Cultural Belongings 
7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 2, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center, Second Floor, West Wing
Long before European contact in Alaska, connections among Alaska Native and Siberian peoples supported trade networks that extended indirectly to Europe and Asia. These exchanges reflect longstanding relationships across the lands and waters that now form international boundaries.

Learn more about these connections and cultural belongings from St. Lawrence Island and Eastern Siberia during a gallery talk in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center.

Gallery Talk: Iñupiat Cultural Belongings
7:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 2, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center, Second Floor, West Wing
Iñupiat homelands extend across northern Alaska and into Canada, connecting communities across a vast region. During this gallery talk in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center, spend time with Iñupiat cultural belongings and consider the connections among people, place and the belongings on view.

Feria Artesanal (Craft Fair)
6-9 p.m. Friday, Oct. 2, Atrium 
Immerse yourself in the richness of Latin American heritage by exploring booths featuring history, traditional crafts and handmade artworks. Meet and engage with artists and cultural representatives from across the Latino diaspora during a vibrant program filled with live music, delicious food and cultural expression. 

This event is free and open to the public; select art and products will be available for purchase.

Rodéate con la riqueza del patrimonio latinoamericano explorando los puestos de cada país que presentan história, artesanías tradicionalies y obras de arte hechas a mano. Conoce y conversa con artistas y representantes culturales de toda la diversidad latinaoamericana durante un vibrante programa replete de musica en vivo, gastronomía deliciosa y expresión cultural. 

Este evento es gratuito y abierto al público; se podrá adquirir obras de arte y productos seleccionados.

First Friday at the Anchorage Museum   
6-9 p.m. Friday, Oct. 2, Anchorage Museum         
Bring the whole family to enjoy free admission. Explore four floors of galleries and exhibitions, get hands-on in the Discovery Center, create in the Art Lab or watch rapid space shorts in the Planetarium. 
 
Thomas Planetarium - Rapid Space Shorts   
6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 & 8:30 p.m. Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium 
These quick planetarium experiences range from constellation tours of the night sky and cruising around the solar system to learning about light and the aurora borealis. Free; ticket required and available at the front desk after 6 p.m.   
  
ArtLab – Free Create First Friday 
6-8 p.m. Discovery Center, Art Lab 
Create and gather with the community in a fun, judgment-free zone. Open to all ages; all children must be accompanied by an adult.  

Observational Sketching with Julia Ditto 
10:15 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 3, Discovery Center, Art Lab
Science and art combine in this introduction to observational sketching with scientific illustrator Julia Ditto. Start the day by practicing the basics, and by the afternoon apply what you have learned by sketching the marine animals in the Anchorage Museum’s tidal tank. Designed for students 18+.

$60 materials fee, includes museum admission. Museum members receive a 10% discount. Registration required.

About the Artist
Julia Ditto is a natural science illustrator from Anchorage, Alaska. She primarily works in graphite, watercolor and digital painting to create visuals for communicating science.

This program is held in conjunction with the Anchorage Museum’s Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore exhibition, now on view on the first floor. 

Bank of America Museums on Us   
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday Oct. 3 & noon-6 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 4
Bank of America cardholders enjoy one free museum general admission on the first weekend of the month with a BoA credit or debit card and photo ID. Special exhibition fees still apply. 

BoA cardholders also receive a 10% discount on purchases at the Anchorage Museum Store on this day. No other discounts apply. 

Slow Craft Sessions
6-8 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 7, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave. 
Slow down and explore your creative side in this slow craft handwork series. Slow Craft Sessions, hosted by the Anchorage Weavers and Spinners Guild, showcase a chosen technique – from loom weaving and tablet weaving to macrame and more. 

Free. Registration recommended. 

This event is part of a Slow Craft series on the first Wednesday of the month. Join us to explore creative practices and connect with the local crafters, build community and find a new spark.

Blink: Creative Play in TOTE Kid Space    
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursday, Oct. 8, Discovery Center, TOTE Kid Space    
Play to learn and learn to play! Blink engages toddlers and their caretakers with drop-in, educator-led programs. Each week of the month focuses on specific skills important for young learners such as senses, literacy, math and movement. Best for ages 5 and younger; siblings welcome. 

Included with admission.    

Free Admission: Indigenous Peoples’ Day
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 10
Enjoy free admission in observance of Indigenous Peoples' Day, sponsored by Alaska Airlines. The museum will be closed on Monday, Oct. 11.

Sensory-Friendly & Access Morning    
11 a.m.-noon. Sunday, Oct. 11, Atrium, First Floor galleries, Discovery Center
Have you ever wanted to experience the museum with less sensory overload? This program is open to both families and adults, especially those experiencing developmental and/or physical disabilities and those on the autism spectrum. A safe space available for those who need it.

$5 per family/group; museum members receive a 10% discount. Advance registration is strongly recommended. Walk-in registration will only be available if capacity allows and if paying by credit card.

Use the museum’s 7th Avenue entrance. Parking is available in the museum garage. For more information or to request accommodations, please call (907) 929-9258 or email access@anchoragemuseum.org.

Exhibition Tour: Arctic Marine Science
11 a.m. Wednesday, Oct. 13, Meet in Museum Lobby
Tour Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore, the Anchorage Museum’s exhibition that welcomes visitors aboard a recreated section of the University of Alaska Fairbanks’ Sikuliaq. A research vessel, the Sikuliaq studies how physical changes in Arctic waters around Alaska affect marine ecosystems and the coastal communities that rely on the ocean for subsistence hunting and commercial activity. 
 
No registration required. Included with admission. 

Repair & Reuse: Gear Repair 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 14, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave.
Learn how to care for, repair and reinforce outdoor gear with both hand stitching and sewing machines. Practice key stitches for repairs both at home and in the field. 

Most materials are provided, but please bring any gear you’d like to repair (excluding zippers). 

Free; registration required. Doors open at 6 p.m., guided demonstration at 6:30.

“Repair & Reuse” is based on a culture of repair, working to transform our culture into one that repairs more readily than it purchases, to create a more sustainable community. Workshops on mending, repairing outdoor gear, upcycling and object fixing, along with the sharing of how-to skillsets, help remind all of us that low-cost repairs help the climate. 

$5 Third Thursday
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 15
Enjoy admission to the museum for just $5 on the Third Thursday of the Month.

Blink: Creative Play in TOTE Kid Space    
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursday, Oct. 15, Discovery Center, TOTE Kid Space    
Play to learn and learn to play! Blink engages toddlers and their caretakers with drop-in, educator-led programs. Each week of the month focuses on specific skills important for young learners such as senses, literacy, math and movement. Best for ages 5 and younger; siblings welcome. 

Included with admission.    

Vital & Creative: Block Printing for Ages 55+
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 15, Discovery Center, Art Lab 
Unleash your creativity with this beginner-friendly relief printmaking class. Learn how to carve bold designs into rubber blocks, apply inks and print unique images onto paper. All materials will be provided.
 
$20 materials fee, includes museum admission. Museum members receive a 10% discount. Registration required. 
 
Vital & Creative is a series of creative materials explorations for adults ages 55+

Family Arctic Marine Science Tour 
11-11:30 a.m. Friday, Oct. 16, Patricia B. Wolf Family Galleries, First Floor, East Wing 
Children ages 6-10 and their adult caregivers are invited to explore the exhibition Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore through fun interactive activities and games. Perfect for the young marine biologists in your life.

Included with admission; registration required. Adult chaperones are required to attend with their child.

This program is held in conjunction with the Anchorage Museum’s Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore exhibition, now on view on the first floor.

Parents’ Night Out Evening Camp 
4:30-8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 16, Discover Center, Art Lab
Even parents need a night off! Enjoy Spooky Season with tricks, treats, or some quiet time during our Parents’ Night Out evening camp. 

While you are enjoying some kid-free fun, children ages 7-12 will be entertained with S.T.E.A.M. activities led by the museum’s education team, a planetarium show, and Discovery Center exploration.
 
$50; Pizza dinner included.
 
Drop-off 4-4:30 p.m., with pick-up 8-8:30 p.m. 

Zine Thing Fling Ding 2026
6-10 p.m. Friday, Oct. 16 & 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 17, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave. Rebecca
Zine Thing Fling Ding is back for a third year. Anchorage's annual celebration of DIY publishing, comics and creativity returns October 16–17 at Seed Lab. Whether you're a seasoned zine maker or brand new, this is your chance to create, collaborate and connect. All ages. Free to participate. 

Friday, Oct. 16, 6–10 p.m.: Open studio, informal workshops, and live music.

Saturday, Oct. 17, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.: Open studio space for zine makers prepping for the 2026 Zine Fair at The Nave (Oct 22), plus a lineup of workshops from local writers, artists, zine makers and journalists. Schedule to come.

Come build our zine community with us. Questions? Reach out at anczinefair@gmail.com. 

International Repair Day Fix-It Clinic
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 17, Seed Lab, 111. W. 6th Ave. 
Have a broken gadget? A wobbly end table? A loose button? Bring your broken items to our fix-it clinic. With guidance from volunteer coaches, you’ll assess whether your item can be fixed and possibly repair it on the spot. 

We’ll provide workspace, tools, and helpful guidance to help you troubleshoot your item. Regardless of whether you can fix it, you’ll learn more about how it was made, how it functions, and be more capable of fixing your items in the future. 

Free. Registration recommended.

Hosted by Alaska Environment Research & Policy Center, SILO², and the Anchorage Tool Library.

Anchorage Museum Book Club: “This is Chance!: The Great Alaska Earthquake, Genie Chance, and the Shattered City She Held Together”
11 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 17, Brian E. Davies Chugach Gallery, Fourth Floor, West Wing
Experience stories of the North through a different kind of book club, one where the setting is the gallery itself. The Anchorage Museum Book Club meets quarterly to read and reflect on books that deepen our understanding of the Circumpolar North. Each selection connects to museum exhibitions or collections, and each discussion takes place in the gallery most aligned with the book’s themes.
 
This public program is open to anyone; no need to attend every session, just register for the dates that interest you. Each discussion includes a mini-tour of related objects led by museum staff, making the experience especially tied to place. 

This month’s selection is “This is Chance!: The Great Alaska Earthquake, Genie Chance, and the Shattered City She Held Together” by Jon Mooallem. “This is Chance!” tells the story of Genie Chance, an Anchorage radio reporter, who worked tirelessly to broadcast information during the aftermath of the Great Alaska Earthquake of 1964. Recommended for adults.
 
Included with admission; registration required.
   
Need a copy of the book? Check out the Anchorage Museum Store. 
 
Upcoming Book Club Meetings
December 5: “Sivulliq: Ancestor” by Lily Tuzroyluke
February 20: “Raising Ourselves: A Gwich’in Coming of Age Story from the Yukon River” by Velma Wallis 
April 10: “Salmon: A Fish, the Earth, and the History of Their Common Fate” by Mark Kurlanksky

Members Only: CoLab-orative Mornings     
11 a.m.-noon.  Sunday, Oct. 18, Discovery Center, CoLab 
Enjoy morning treats and creative making activities in CoLab, the Museum’s all-ages space for collaboration. 

Available at these membership levels: Dual PLUS, Insider PLUS, and VIP. 

Blink: Story Time in the Gallery
10:30 a.m. Tuesday, Oct. 20, Patricia B. Wolf Family Galleries, First Floor, East Wing
Join museum staff for a morning of stories and exhibition exploration every third Tuesday of the month. This month’s Blink: Story Time in the Gallery will take place in Michaela Goade: Song of the Seasons. Learn about the plants and animals of Alaska's landscape and hear stories about the rhythms of the seasons. 

Upcoming Schedule
November 17 – Michaela Goade: Song of the Seasons
December 15 – Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore
January 19 – Michaela Goade: Song of the Seasons
February 16 – Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore
March 16 – Michaela Goade: Song of the Seasons

CoLab-orations: Mini Gourd Painting
5:30-7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 20, Discovery Center, CoLab
Join the Anchorage Museum in a gourd painting “CoLab-orations” workshop. Acrylic paint and paint markers will be provided. Participants are encouraged to bring images, stickers, or ribbons from their collection to help further decorate their gourd.

$30 materials fee; includes museum admission. Museum members receive a 10% discount. Registration required.
 
CoLab-orations is a monthly workshop for tweens (10-12 years old), teens and adults that provides an opportunity to explore a specific material or skill in-depth.

Blink: Creative Play in TOTE Kid Space    
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Thursday, Oct. 22, Discovery Center, TOTE Kid Space    
Play to learn and learn to play! Blink engages toddlers and their caretakers with drop-in, educator-led programs. Each week of the month focuses on specific skills important for young learners such as senses, literacy, math and movement. Best for ages 5 and younger; siblings welcome. 

Included with admission.     

Museum After Dark: Goth Edition
6:30-9:30 p.m. Thursday, October 22, Anchorage Museum Adam Baldwin
Museum After Dark goes Goth for a Halloween-season night of live music, film, dancing and more. Lean into the theme with your best Goth-inspired look or simply come ready for a night out at the museum.

Turbo Hell and Circle of Salt take over MUSE with live performances, followed by DJ GRE spinning Goth, Industrial and New Wave tunes. Local filmmakers bring horror-themed shorts to the screen, with live screen printing, special planetarium programs and more throughout the night.

21+. All attendees must have valid ID. $35. Museum members receive a 10% discount.

Blink: Creative Play in TOTE Kid Space    
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursday, Oct. 29, Discovery Center, TOTE Kid Space    
Play to learn and learn to play! Blink engages toddlers and their caretakers with drop-in, educator-led programs. Each week of the month focuses on specific skills important for young learners such as senses, literacy, math and movement. Best for ages 5 and younger; siblings welcome. 

Included with admission.    

Member Planetarium Screening: Listening to Alaska
5:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 29, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
When scientists listen to Alaska, what do they learn? Join researchers who launch rockets into the aurora, maintain seismic stations and visit an archaeological dig site. Examine permafrost impacts in rural Alaska and explore what has been frozen in the earth for thousands of years at a permafrost research tunnel. Get ready to be immersed in the world of Alaska research. 

Recommended for ages 13+. Open to all members; registration required. 

Members Only: Curator Tour – Faux Flora
6-7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 29, Third Floor, West Wing 
Members are invited to experience Faux Flora with Chief Curator Francesca Du Brock. Faux Flora imagines new flowering plant species through artwork blending scent, sound and visuals. Each flower in this multisensory exhibition stirs emotions and invites distinct experiences, combining well-known Icelandic motifs and fragrances into an inventive botanical landscape.

Open to all membership levels; registration required. Meet in the Atrium.

Halloween at the Museum
3-6 p.m. Friday, Oct. 30
Trick-or-treat in the galleries for non-food collectibles, join story time in the dome, and create in CoLab. Costumes encouraged. Music, cookies and “witches brew” punch in the atrium, and small candy treat bags provided upon exit.

Included with admission; free for museum members.

SCHEDULE
Trick-or-treat in the Galleries: 3-5:30 p.m.
Make your way between selected galleries for activities and non-food collectibles. Costumes encouraged.

Treat Station: 3-6 p.m. in the Atrium
Costumed visitors can visit the Halloween station at the Muse atrium cafe for a complimentary cookie and cup of punch. Stop by the Museum Store at the end of your trip for a small bag of sweet treats.

Halloween Toddler Dance Party: 4-6 p.m. in the Atrium
Drop into the atrium and show off your dance moves with Halloween dance hits. 

CoLab-orative Activities: 3-5 p.m. in the CoLab
Spark your creativity through interactive activities.

Blink: Spooky Storytime in the Dome: 3:30-4:30 p.m. in the Thomas Planetarium
Storytelling for museum learners ages 5 and younger.

Spooky Science Demonstrations: 4-5: p.m. in the Innovation Zone of the Discovery Center 
Uncover the strange and spooky through science and hands-on investigation.


THOMAS PLANETARIUM

Aurora: Lights of Wonder
12:30 p.m. daily, Sept. 1-30, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Uncover the secrets behind the Aurora, one of the greatest wonders humans can experience in nature. See the actual aurora with the world’s first real-time, full-dome video and discover what causes the changing shapes and colors. 

Learn about the latest scientific breakthroughs in auroral studies and discover if aurora happens on other planets in our solar system. This show includes it all: mythology, history, art and science. Live Q&A after the movie.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

A Place Like No Other
1:30 p.m. daily Sept. 1-30, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Take a journey to the remote wild places of Alaska to observe the iconic animals and landscapes that define the state. Meet Alaskans who seek to understand the impacts of climate change on these dynamic ecosystems and strive to protect an enduring way of life.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Aurora: Lights of Wonder
2:30 p.m. daily Sept. 1-30, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Uncover the secrets behind the Aurora, one of the greatest wonders humans can experience in nature. See the actual aurora with the world’s first real-time, full-dome video and discover what causes the changing shapes and colors. 

Learn about the latest scientific breakthroughs in auroral studies and discover if aurora happens on other planets in our solar system. This show includes it all: mythology, history, art and science. Live Q&A after the movie.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

River of Bears
3:30 p.m. daily Sept. 1-30, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Observe Alaska’s iconic brown bears as they nurture cubs, fish for salmon, and play in their natural environment. This immersive, full-dome planetarium show plants you in the middle of the McNeil River State Game Sanctuary, where more than 100 brown bears congregate each summer to bulk up for the harsh winter. 

Learn how the bears’ remarkable intelligence and instincts help them survive in the Alaska wilderness. Live Q&A after the movie.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

James Webb: The Story Unfolds
4:30 p.m. daily Sept. 1-30, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Discover the furthermost reaches of the universe as revealed by the James Webb Space Telescope, the most powerful telescope ever built. Witness the evolution of galaxies, the life cycle of stars and strange, distant worlds in this live, interactive show. 

Continuously updated as new images are revealed, this show explores the spectacular advances in our knowledge of the universe. 

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Private Planetarium Experience
5:30-6:30 p.m. Saturday & Sunday, Sept. 1-30, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium & Innovation Zone
Come and explore the Thomas Planetarium when it’s closed to the public. Each program is a private, educator-led, interactive experience for all ages.

Includes museum admission for up to six participants, a private screening of a planetarium movie, and a hands-on S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math) activity. Choose from our selection of Interactive Quests or our Movie & Making offerings. 

$100 fee per group, per event. $50 for museum members.

Registration required at least 24 hours in advance. Email planetarium@anchoragemuseum.org for information about additional participants. 

Video Games in the Dome
5:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 3, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Using Kinetarium, a multiplayer gaming platform formatted for planetariums, participants use their smartphones and join others to solve puzzles, uncover secrets, and crack high scores in a variety of games that fill the dome. 

Kinetarium offers a way to approach scientific topics from a completely new perspective: as a curious, exploring group, all in real time. Experience how challenging even the simplest tasks can be when collaborative decision-making, coordination, and teamwork are required.

Free; ticket required and available at the front desk or planetarium ticket booth.

Rapid Space Shorts: Exploration of the Solar System
6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 & 8:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 4, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Get up close to our celestial neighbors like the Sun, the Moon, Venus, Mercury, and Mars. Travel to the surfaces of these wondrous places and experience each one like never before, in this visually stunning poetic journey. 

Rapid Space Shorts are short planetarium experiences that range from constellation tours of the night sky to cruising around the solar system to learning about light and the aurora borealis and many other astronomy topics. 

Free; ticket required and available at the front desk after 6 p.m.

Led Zeppelin Cosmic Light Show
5:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 11, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Be transported by mood-altering art and graphics choreographed to Led Zeppelin’s biggest hits, including Whole Lotta Love, Immigrant Song, and Ramble On. This immersive experience plays out on the museum’s full-dome planetarium screen in concert with a state-of-the-art sound system.

$10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members.

Audience advisory: Adult subject matter. Recommended for ages 10 and up. This experience includes loud music, flashing lights, simulated motion, and other sensory-stimulating effects. 

Pink Floyd: Dark Side of the Moon
5:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 18, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Immerse yourself in Pink Floyd’s Dark Side of the Moon. This full-dome light and music show expands on the classic album through captivating HD graphics. It’s not a typical laser show but the next generation of computer-generated imagery.

$10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members.

Audience advisory: Adult subject matter. Recommended for ages 10 and up. This experience includes loud music, flashing lights, simulated motion, and other sensory-stimulating effects. 

Blink: Story Time in the Dome Kick Off Celebration  
10:30 & 11:05 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 24 Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Bambini symphonique takes children and their parents on a playful, colorful and festive journey all around the world. The film’s soundtrack features the greatest nursery rhymes from different cultures, in their original language, adapted and arranged for symphony orchestra and children’s choir by Quebec composer Eric Champagne. 
Focusing on the discovery of this traditional musical repertoire handed down from generation to generation, the Bambini symphonique experience encourages children to discover different stories and sounds through a variety of visual stimuli. 

Best for ages 5 and under. Included with admission. 

A ticket is needed to attend each showtime; tickets will be given free of charge on a first-come, first-served basis. Tickets available at the front desk or the planetarium ticket booth (in front of the planetarium entrance). 

Pink Floyd: The Wall
5:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 25, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium 
Lose yourself in Pink Floyd’s masterpiece The Wall. This full-dome light and music show interprets this classic album through mesmerizing HD graphics. It’s not a typical laser show but the next generation of computer-generated imagery.

$10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members.

Audience advisory: Adult subject matter. Recommended for ages 10 and up. This experience includes loud music, flashing lights, simulated motion, and other sensory-stimulating effects. 

Phantom of the Universe
3:30 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday, Oct. 1-31, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Designed to immerse audiences in the manifold search for dark matter, Phantom of the Universe takes you from the Big Bang to the journey of protons racing through the world’s largest particle collider in Europe. 

Learn about the first clues of dark matter’s existence and how advances in technology gets us closer to unraveling one of the universe’s biggest mysteries. 

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Halloween: Celestial Origins
4:30 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday, Oct. 1-31, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Did you know that Halloween is really an astronomical holiday? Learn the history of Halloween and how it fits into the seasons as a ‘cross-quarter day’. Discover the connections between trick-or-treating, costumes, spirits and our mysterious universe. 

After the movie, traverse the night sky and learn what planets, constellations, and stars will be out in October during a 10-minute staff-led star show. 

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Earthquake: Evidence of a Restless Planet
2:30 p.m. Friday-Sunday, Oct. 2-4, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Explore the forces that transform the surface of our planet. Travel through space and time to experience the 1906 San Francisco earthquake and the break-up of the supercontinent Pangaea 200 million years ago. Follow Earth’s story and witness how subtle motions shape our planet and influence the course of human history.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Planet Nine
2:30 p.m. Friday-Sunday, Oct. 9-11, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
In July 2015, the New Horizons spacecraft gave us our first close look at Pluto, the most famous dwarf planet in the outskirts of our Solar System. The New Horizons flyby was big news, and the pictures it continues to send back to Earth reveal a world far more complex than anyone realized. 

Planet Nine follows Mike Brown and his team at CalTech as they discover evidence of a Kuiper Belt object 10 times more massive than Earth and embark on the search for a new ninth planet far beyond the orbit of Neptune. 

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Force Five
2:30 p.m. Friday-Sunday, Oct. 16-18, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Extreme weather takes center stage in this fulldome animated movie that uses NASA-based images to create an audience vantage point of standing in the middle of a dangerous storm. Experience the devastating effects of hurricanes, tornadoes, and space storms, and learn how to predict and survive these monsters. 

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Incoming!
2:30 p.m. Friday-Sunday, Oct. 23-25, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Asteroids and comets are responsible for the hard-hitting stories of our cosmic origins. Discover what impacts from above can teach us about the history of our planet, the solar system, and the universe.

Narrated by George Takei, Incoming! explores the past, present, and future of our solar system and the landmark discoveries scientists have made by sending spacecraft to visit tiny worlds.  

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Moons: Worlds of Mystery
2:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday, Oct. 30-31, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Follow in the footsteps of astronauts to our silvery Moon, then venture to unfamiliar and exotic worlds. Journey to the outer planets and their moons, returning home with newfound wonder about the dynamic and intricate solar system in which we all live. Moons: Worlds of Mystery immerses you in the amazing diversity of moons and the important roles they play in shaping our solar system. 

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Cartoons in the Dome: Exoplanets – Worlds of Wonder
11:30 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 1-31, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Go planet hunting outside our solar system. Visit gas giants in a deadly dance with their host stars, frozen rogue planets hurling through space, and new planets drifting within the Goldilocks Zone, an area where scientists believe Earth-like worlds may exist.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Cartoons in the Dome: Exoplanets – Worlds of Wonder
12:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Oct. 1-31, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Go planet hunting outside our solar system. Visit gas giants in a deadly dance with their host stars, frozen rogue planets hurling through space, and new planets drifting within the Goldilocks Zone, an area where scientists believe Earth-like worlds may exist.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Mayan Archeoastronomy: Observers of the Universe
1:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Oct. 1-31, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium Intertwining science and mythology, this movie takes you on a poetic journey through how the Mayans viewed and understood the Universe throughout their history. This is the first show fully animated for planetariums made in Mexico and financed by the National Council of Science and Technology of Mexico.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Private Planetarium Experience
5:30-6:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Oct. 1-31, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium & Innovation Zone
Come and explore the Thomas Planetarium when it’s closed to the public. Each program is a private, educator-led, interactive experience for all ages.

Includes museum admission for up to six participants, a private screening of a planetarium movie, and a hands-on S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math) activity. Choose from our selection of Interactive Quests or our Movie & Making offerings. 

$100 fee per group, per event. $50 for museum members.

Registration required at least 24 hours in advance. Email planetarium@anchoragemuseum.org for information about additional participants. 

Blink: Story Time in the Dome  
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursday, Oct. 1, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium 
Enjoy captivating storytelling in the Thomas Planetarium. Classic and modern tales come to life in the planetarium’s immersive experience with a live storyteller. Blink engages young children through open-ended play, hands-on workshops, storytelling, art, and science. Best for ages 5 and under. 

Included with admission. 

Video Games in the Dome
5:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 1, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Using Kinetarium, a multiplayer gaming platform formatted for planetariums, participants use their smartphones and join others to solve puzzles, uncover secrets, and crack high scores in a variety of games that fill the dome. 

Kinetarium offers a way to approach scientific topics from a completely new perspective: as a curious, exploring group, all in real time. Experience how challenging even the simplest tasks can be when collaborative decision-making, coordination, and teamwork are required.

Free; ticket required and available at the front desk or planetarium ticket booth.

Rapid Space Shorts: The Ring World – Journey to an Exoplanet
6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 & 8:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 2, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium 
This documentary aims to disseminate science in an alternative and effective way so that viewers can depart planet Earth and reach the nearby star Gliese-581. 

This trip will allow us to study the extraordinary Gliese-581 planetary system, and one of the few potential exoplanets discovered so far orbiting inside the habitability zone of its host star. 

Rapid Space Shorts are short planetarium experiences that range from constellation tours of the night sky to cruising around the solar system to learning about light and the aurora borealis and many other astronomy topics. 

Free; ticket required and available at the front desk after 6 p.m.

Ooky Spooky Light & Music Show
5:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 9, 16 & 23, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium Aaron
Experience Halloween music in a new way as it surrounds and captivates you. Classic and favorite Halloween tunes such as “The Monster Mash,” “Ghostbusters,” “Thriller,” and more come to life with funny and spooky visuals.

$10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members.

This show is a non-astronomy show containing loud music, flashing lights, spinning stars, and other sensory-stimulating effects that young children might find scary and some adults may find disruptive. This show is not recommended for children under 5 or for those who may have conditions that could be aggravated by this experience. 

Blink: Spooky Story Time in the Dome  
3:30-5:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 30, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium 
Enjoy captivating storytelling in the Thomas Planetarium. Classic and modern tales come to life in the planetarium’s immersive experience with a live storyteller. Blink engages young children through open-ended play, hands-on workshops, storytelling, art, and science. 

Best for ages 5 and under. Included with admission. 

A ticket is needed to attend each reading; tickets will be given free of charge on a first-come, first-served basis. Tickets available at the front desk or the planetarium ticket booth (in front of the planetarium entrance). 
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UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS

The Hapa Project / Alaska  
On view Sept. 18, 2026 – Spring 2027, Art of the North Galleries 
During a residency at the Anchorage Museum in summer 2025, artist and author Kip Fulbeck developed an Alaska chapter of The Hapa Project, photographing 89 Alaskans and presenting their portraits alongside handwritten responses to the question, “Who are you?” Begun in 2001, The Hapa Project has grown to include more than 1,200 portraits and personal statements reflecting how people describe themselves, their families, their experiences and their sense of belonging. Visitors can also contribute during select portrait sessions, with new portraits and statements added to the installation throughout its presentation.

Nunalleq: The Old Village 
On view Oct. 2, 2026 – April 4, 2027, Education Hallway, First Floor, East Wing and Second Floor, West Wing 
On the Bering Sea coast near Quinhagak, Nunalleq (“Old Village”) is the remains of a 16th-century Yup’ik settlement threatened by thawing permafrost and increasingly severe coastal storms. In 2009, the community of Quinhagak partnered with archaeologists to establish the Nunalleq Archaeology Project, leading to the excavation and conservation of more than 150,000 artifacts that offer insight into Yup’ik life centuries ago. Nunalleq: The Old Village introduces this community-led effort, where Elders, youth and researchers work together to share knowledge, language, stories and scientific methods while strengthening Yup’ik culture and identity, reconnecting younger generations with ancestral knowledge and helping ensure these stories endure for the future.

Faux Flora
On view Oct. 9, 2026 – Sept. 12, 2027, Third Floor, West Wing
Faux Flora imagines new flowering plant species through artwork blending scent, sound and visuals. Each flower in this multisensory exhibition stirs emotions and invites distinct experiences, combining well-known Icelandic motifs and fragrances into an inventive botanical landscape. Forms of life intertwine in this exhibition created by Iceland-based Fischersund Art Collective, progressing through five chapters referencing germination, growth, flowering, seed formation, and dispersal. Each chapter mirrors the stages of human life: birth, childhood, adolescence, adulthood, and death.
 
Visitors will experience these imagined flowers through sight, scent, and sound. Fischersund identifies each plant in the exhibition, drawing on botanical treatises spanning centuries, and presents it alongside contemporary portrayals of flowers in video art and hand-painted photography. These visuals are paired with perfume, a primary artistic medium for the Fischersund Art Collective, which provides important olfactory information for plant identification. A soundscape composed for the exhibition marks the culmination of the sequential, time-bound journey within Faux Flora. Fischersund: Faux Flora has been organized by the National Nordic Museum, Seattle, in collaboration with the artists. The national tour has been made possible through generous support from Icelandair.

Sienna Shields: Hollow Holds the Whole
On view Oct. 9, 2026 – Sept. 2027, Third Floor, West Wing
Silty glacial rivers, lush beds of moss, velvety night skies, and the crystalline quality of Arctic light find expression in Hollow Holds the Whole, an immersive exhibition by Alaska-based artist Sienna Shields. Through large-scale beaded installations, video, and sound, Shields creates abstracted sculptural environments that invite visitors to experience the wonder and disorientation of encountering the natural world.

At the center of the exhibition is something remarkably small: a bead. Shields threads together hundreds of thousands of beads and miles of wire, transforming synthetic plastic hair beads and metal cable into expansive forms and environments. Through these materials, Shields draws connections among nature, technology, race, culture, and commerce, exploring forces that shape contemporary life at both intimate and global scales.

Grandeur and Grit: The Alaska Highway
On view Nov. 6, 2026 – Fall 2028, Northern Narratives Gallery, Second Floor, East Wing
Stretching 1,422 miles from Dawson Creek, British Columbia, to Delta Junction, Alaska, the Alaska Highway is a corridor shaped by travel, trade, migration, military strategy, tourism and imagination. This exhibition traces its many stories, from Indigenous routes and relationships that predate the highway to its construction during World War II and its continuing role connecting Alaska with the rest of North America. Built in 1942 by approximately 10,000 soldiers and 15,000 civilian workers, the highway reshaped landscapes and communities across northwestern Canada and Alaska and, after opening to the public in 1948, became both a practical lifeline and a symbol of adventure and possibility. The exhibition is curated in collaboration with historian Ian C. Hartman, director of the Institute of Social and Economic Research (ISER) at the University of Alaska Anchorage.


CURRENT EXHIBITIONS

Jeron Joseph: Sacred Ground 
On view through Oct. 4, 2026, First Floor, Family Galleries, South Hallway
Jeron Joseph’s photographs reflect years of close observation along the coast of Western Alaska, tracing shifts in season, light and plant life. The work embodies the Yup’ik concept of ellarpak—often translated as “world”— symbolized by a dot within a circle to represent the alignment of all things and the movement between the mortal and the spiritual. In 2025, after devastating flooding caused by Typhoon Halong forced the evacuation of Kwigillingok (Kuigilnguq), Kipnuk (Qipneq) and other Western Alaska communities, Joseph left his home. He sees these images as a way to honor and remember the land and to share its enduring beauty. He is currently based in Anchorage.

Tricksters and Sourdoughs: Humor and Identity in Alaska
On view through Oct. 4, 2026, Northern Narratives gallery, Second Floor, East Wing
Tricksters and Sourdoughs examines the distinctive ways Alaskans use humor as a survival tool, coping mechanism, and vehicle for creating and sharing culture. This exhibition considers laughter as a powerful means of resistance and social critique as well as release, affirmation, and connection. Incorporating Alaska Native contemporary art, cartoons, ephemera, films, memes and other elements of Alaska pop culture, Tricksters and Sourdoughs offers a rich and varied portrait of Alaska identity by revealing what makes us chuckle, cringe and nod in recognition.

Arctic Sculpture: Ivory Carvings from the Anchorage Museum Collection
On view through autumn 2026, Atrium Mezzanine, Second Floor, East Wing
Arctic Sculpture celebrates the connection between walrus and Alaska Native people who have skillfully carved and sculpted walrus ivory for millennia. On view are varied examples of ivory forms from Inuit and Saint Lawrence Island Yupik cultures, including items made for leisure, trade and tourism, like cribbage boards and model ships, as well as original works of art. Visitors will appreciate intricate scrimshaw, as well as expertly carved figurines representing Arctic birds, marine mammals, humans and the spirit realm.

AK Grown: Childhood in Alaska
On view through Feb. 14, 2027, Atrium
Growing up in Alaska offers undeniably distinctive experiences of nature and the outdoors. Whether trick-or-treating in full snow gear, catching larger-than-life fish, playing baseball in snowshoes or picnicking atop rugged mountains, the weather and landscape are often main characters in the stories and memories of kids who grew up here. Spanning photographs from the 1930s to the present day, this exhibition traces nearly a century of childhood across Alaska. Drawn from archives and family albums, these images offer glimpses into everyday moments shaped by place. 

Everyday Anchorage: Duke Russell & Ward Wells 
On view through Feb. 2027, Brian E. Davies Chugach Gallery
Painter Duke Russell (b. 1959) and photographer Ward Wells (1920–1982) chronicled Anchorage through different eras, with Wells’ photographs significantly influencing and inspiring Russell’s paintings. In Everyday Anchorage, Russell’s works from the past four decades are placed in conversation with Wells’ commercial and studio photographs from the late 1940s through the 70s, revealing a shared interest in weird and wonderful aspects of Anchorage life—from local personalities and people, to architecture, parks and a landscape shaped by tourism, development and urban growth. 

Michaela Goade: Song of the Seasons 
On view through April 11, 2027, ConocoPhillips Arctic Gallery
Step into the jeweled abundance of summer and the crystalline stillness of winter through Michaela Goade’s illustrations, sketches and process videos. Featuring work from Goade’s children's books Berry Song and Moon Song, this exhibition celebrates Tlingit traditions of gratitude, kinship with nature and finding wonder in every season. 
Rooted in love, gratitude, and deep attention to place, illustrator Michaela Goade’s work invites visitors of all ages to notice the seasons - and their own connections to land and community.

Arctic Marine Science: Sikuliaq to Shore 
On view through April 2027, Patricia B. Wolf Family Galleries
This exhibition invites visitors aboard a recreated section of the University of Alaska Fairbanks research vessel Sikuliaq, spotlighting the power of science and the people behind it in deepening our understanding of the Arctic marine ecosystem. Through immersive storytelling and hands-on learning, visitors will encounter the complex, interconnected life of northern waters and explore how anyone, scientist or not, can help shape what we know about the world around us. 

Dena’ina Ełnena 
Gottstein Learning Center, Second Floor, West Wing
The traditional homeland of the Dena’ina people spans more than 41,000 square miles across Southcentral Alaska, from the Kenai Peninsula north of Talkeetna and west to the Upper Stony River. For thousands of years, the Dena’ina have sustained deep relationships with these lands and waters. This mural installation by Iñupiaq artist and graphic designer Katie O’Connor highlights three places significant to the Eklutna Dena’ina: Susni Kaq’ (Susitna River), Dgheyaytnu (Ship Creek) and Idluytnu (Eklutna). Surrounding Dena’ina words—drawn primarily from the Upper Cook Inlet dialect—name elements of the local ecosystems. Indigenous place names carry cultural, historical and spiritual meaning, honoring the enduring presence of the Dena’ina in this region.


PERMANENT EXHIBITIONS

Alaska Exhibition
Alaska is a land of contrasts and extremes, a complex social and natural landscape that lends itself to myth and cliché. The Alaska exhibition tells the story of Alaska through multiple voices and perspectives, reflecting the ingenuity, technology, ways of knowing and intimate understanding of the landscape that have allowed people to survive and thrive across the North. The exhibition is organized by 13 themes reflecting essential aspects of life in Alaska, both today and throughout the state’s rich history. These themes reveal the identity of Alaska and its people. On view are more than 400 objects from the Anchorage Museum’s collections, including several acquired or on loan especially for this new exhibition. Visitors experience immersive installations throughout the exhibition with elements of sculpture, video, soundscapes, moving images and cinematic narratives with participative moments. The visitor journey follows an intuitive clockwise path that begins and ends at the same point. Visitors move forward in time, exploring themes and absorbing Alaska’s history as it relates to contemporary issues. At the heart of the gallery is a central space for hosting artists and performances, welcoming school groups, conducting readings, engaging in storytelling and gathering for events. A complementary gallery for temporary exhibitions related to Northern narratives is located next door. Together, these elements invite visitors to consider for themselves what Alaska really is – what is real, what is myth and what lives in that place in between.

Art of the North 
The Art of the North galleries, located in the museum’s Rasmuson Wing, present the museum’s art collection from the perspectives of American art and an international North. Paintings, sculpture, photography, video and other media offer varied perceptions of the Northern landscape through historical and contemporary depictions of both land and people. These galleries deliver a compelling narrative for the North. Documentary works from expedition artists, Romantic landscapes by 19th and 20th century painters and works by contemporary artists for whom landscape reflects a place in transition are presented. 

Living Our Cultures, Sharing Our Heritage: The First Peoples of Alaska
The Smithsonian Institution has loaned hundreds of indigenous Alaska artifacts to their place of origin, allowing access for hands-on study by Alaska Native elders, artists and scholars and viewing by museum visitors. These cultural and historical treasures are exhibited in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center at the Anchorage Museum. The center’s main exhibition, Living Our Cultures, Sharing Our Heritage: The First Peoples of Alaska, features more than 600 objects from the Smithsonian’s collections that were selected and interpreted with help from Alaska Native advisers. The exhibition includes two multimedia installations: A video installation about contemporary Alaska Native life plays on seven large, flat-screen TVs, while a 3-D sound installation along the west wall immerses visitors in the Arctic through recordings of Alaska Native storytellers and soundscapes of Alaska’s environment. In addition to its gallery space, the 10,000-square-foot center encourages research about Alaska through an archaeology laboratory and a community room where Alaska Native Elders, artists and scholars can study heritage objects up close. 

The Arctic Studies Center, established in 1988, is a federal research and education program focusing on peoples, history, archaeology and cultures across the circumpolar North. The center is part of the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of Natural History. In 1994, the center partnered with the Anchorage Museum to open an Anchorage office. 


VISITOR INFORMATION/MUSEUM HOURS

The Anchorage Museum’s mission is to be a museum for people, place, planet and potential, in service of a sustainable and equitable North, with creativity and imagination for what is possible.

SUMMER HOURS through Sept
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, including holidays.
Extended hours to 9 p.m. First Fridays 

WINTER HOURS from October - April
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday
Noon to 6 p.m. Sundays
Extended hours to 9 p.m. First Fridays 
Closed Mondays

*Hours subject to change, check anchoragemuseum.org/visit
 
MUSE RESTAURANT HOURS
Extended 6-9 p.m. First Fridays 

ATRIUM CAFÉ HOURS
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily
 
FIRST FRIDAYS
Enjoy free admission 6-9 p.m. on the first Friday of each month.

GENERAL ADMISSION
$25 adults (18-64), $23 military/senior/student, $20 Alaska resident adults, $12 ages 6 to 12, Free for ages 5 and younger, museum members, enrolled members of federally recognized tribes.
 
BANK OF AMERICA MUSEUMS ON US
Bank of America cardholders enjoy one free museum general admission on the first Saturday and Sunday of every month with credit or debit card and photo ID. Special exhibition fees still apply. Bank of America cardholders also receive a 10% discount on Anchorage Museum Store purchases on this day. No other discounts apply.

ONSITE PARKING
Public parking is available in the underground garage on evenings and weekends for a fee. Parking for people with disabilities available daily. Pay parking fees at garage pay box.
 
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE
Visitors with disabilities who need special assistance may call 907-929-9254.
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