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Administrative/Biographical History:

Donna Deegan and her husband, Dean, lived and worked in downtown Anchorage at the time of
the 1964 earthquake. The couple had two young children, and they owned or managed two
stores in downtown Anchorage.

Scope and Content Description:

The collection consists of a typescript letter, dated April 15, 1964, signed by Donna Deegan and
sent to friends and/or family members outside of Alaska. The letter details Donna’s experience
in the earthquake with her two young children at home. She also describes the work in their
stores over the next few days and the destruction around the city.

CONDITIONS GOVERNING ACCESS AND USE

Restrictions on Access: The collection is open for research use.

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use:
The Anchorage Museum is the owner of the materials and makes available reproductions for

research, publication, and other uses. Written permission must be obtained from the Anchorage
Museum before any reproduction use. The Anchorage Museum does not necessarily hold
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copyright to all of the materials in the collections. In some cases, permission for use may require
seeking additional authorization from the copyright owners.

Preferred Citation:
Donna Deegan 1964 Earthquake Letter, Anchorage Museum, B2025.001
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Acquisition and Appraisal Information:
Donated by Betty L. Deegan, daughter-in-law of Donna Deegan, in May 2025.
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