[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: _Ref500244382]DATE: DECEMBER 15, 2025
[image: A black background with a black square

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]



ANCHORAGE MUSEUM JANUARY – FEBRUARY 2026
 PROGRAMS & EXHIBITIONS SCHEDULE*


Media Contact: Zakiya McCummings, 907-929-9227, communications@anchoragemuseum.org 

For images, email communications@anchoragemuseum.org or call 907-929-9227.

*Information provided below is subject to change. To confirm details and dates, call the museum’s marketing and public relations department at 907-929-9227.

NEWS										Page	1
JANUARY EVENTS								Page 	1
FEBRUARY EVENTS								Page 	10
SPRING BREAK CAMPS							Page	17
THOMAS PLANETARIUM 							Page 	18
CURRENT EXHIBITIONS 							Page 	25
PERMANENT EXHIBITIONS							Page 	27
VISITOR INFORMATION/MUSEUM HOURS				Page  	28

NEWS

Exhibition Update: Willem de Kooning Joins Cold War to the Cosmos
A new chapter opens in Cold War to the Cosmos with the arrival of Willem de Kooning’s Untitled (ca. 1978), now on view in the exhibition. This dynamic work replaces Jackson Pollock’s Untitled, which recently returned to the Smithsonian American Art Museum. Both artists played key roles in the rise of Abstract Expressionism during the Cold War, when American art quietly became part of a global narrative about freedom, power, and cultural influence. De Kooning’s bold, gestural style continues the exhibition’s exploration of how creativity and ideology intertwined in an era that still echoes today.
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Family Art Class: Paper Lantern String Lights 
2-4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 2, Discovery Center, Art Lab
Brighten up winter evenings with the warm glow of mini paper lanterns. Learn to create origami shades using scrap and repurposed paper, then transform them into glowing LED string light lanterns. Class participants will learn simple folding techniques, experiment with different patterns and papers, and take home a custom strand of lights.

This class is open to families of all ages, and ideal for ages 8 and up (younger students my need a little extra assistance). All materials provided.

$10 plus museum admission. Registration required.

First Friday at the Anchorage Museum  
6-9 p.m. Friday Jan. 2, Anchorage Museum	  
Bring the whole family to enjoy free admission. Explore four floors of galleries and exhibitions, get hands on in the Discovery Center, create in the Art Lab, or watch rapid space shorts in the Planetarium.

Thomas Planetarium - Rapid Space Shorts  
6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 & 8:30 p.m. Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
These quick planetarium experiences range from constellation tours of the night sky and cruising around the solar system to learning about light and the aurora borealis. Free; ticket required and available at the front desk after 6 p.m.  

ArtLab – Free Create First Friday
6-8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 2, Discovery Center, Art Lab 
Feeling inspired by the Anchorage Museum? Join us during First Friday hours to freely create and gather with the community in a fun and judgment-free zone. Open to all ages, all children must be accompanied by an adult. 

Bank of America Museums on Us  
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 3 & noon-6 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 4 
Bank of America cardholders enjoy one free museum general admission on the first weekend of the month with a BoA credit or debit card and photo ID. Special exhibition fees still apply. BoA cardholders also receive a 10% discount on purchases at the Anchorage Museum Store on this day. No other discounts apply. 

Slow Craft Monday: Band Weaving
6:30-8:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 5, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave.
Slow down and explore your creative side in this slow craft handwork series this winter. Slow Craft Mondays, hosted by the Anchorage Weavers and Spinners Guild, showcase a chosen technique – from loom weaving and tablet weaving to macrame and more. This Monday session will teach you how to hand weave bands, and to make strips that are used for everything from decorative trim to strong belts. 

This event is part of a Slow Craft series on the first Monday of the month. Join us to explore creative practices and connect with the local crafters, build community and find a new spark.   

Outdoor Adventure Series: When Things Go Wrong - Prevention, Response, and Recovery in the Great Outdoors
6-8 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 6, Auditorium and online via Crowdcast 
Join us for an evening with Roman Dial and fellow outdoor enthusiasts who will discuss how best to prevent accidents, how to respond when they occur, and how to deal with what’s happened afterwards. Guests include Deb Ajango, Luc Mehl, Joe Stock, and Claire Dallat. 

Free, registration recommended. Watch it live online.

This program is presented as part of a series celebrating Alaskan incubators and trailblazers in the outdoor world, supporting the exhibition Roman Dial: Crossings, on view through February 15, 2026.

Grant Writing Intensive for Artists with Acacia Johnson
6-8:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 6; 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 10; 6-8:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 13, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave. 
Grant writing can be one of the most valuable skills in an artist’s career. Grants can provide funding for new projects, creative development, studio time, exhibitions and beyond. The same persuasive writing skills it takes to write a grant can be used when applying for residencies, graduate programs, and much more.

In this two-day workshop, demystify the grant-writing process, learn how to find grant opportunities, and transform ideas into clear and compelling language that funders can understand. Each student will have the opportunity to workshop a proposal in the second session, getting constructive and encouraging feedback from their peers and instructor. Registration includes all three sessions. 

Artists of all disciplines are welcome to attend. Participants should bring a small portfolio of their best work (approx. 12 images, if visual) and an idea for a project they would like to seek funding for. Previous experience is not required. 

$150; Registrants required to participate in all sessions. 
 
About the Instructor
Acacia Johnson is an award-winning photographer, writer, and artist from Anchorage whose work focuses on human connections to the natural world. She is the recipient of a Fulbright grant, a National Geographic Society grant, the Canon Female Photojournalist Grant, and the ICP Infinity Awards, among others. She has worked as a grant consultant and, as a Vital Impacts Mentor, coached photographers in writing winning grant proposals to the National Geographic Society. 

Designer Trashion Workshop
6-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 7, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave. 
Make wearable art and creative objects from recycled materials and other refuse. “Trashion” is clothing and accessories created from used, thrown-out, found, and repurposed elements. Creative upcyclers are encouraged to drop in and make garments with workshop hosts and community members, or pick up materials for their own making. 

Doors open at 6 p.m.; clean-up begins at 8 p.m. Free. Registration recommended, but drop-ins welcome.
  
This is an active opportunity to make “trashion” garments and wearables for the Anchorage Museum’s Trashion Show on Thursday, June 11. 

Open Workshop: Upcycled Chairs 
6-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 7, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave. 
Reimagine discarded wooden chairs through sanding, repairing and painting. Collaborate alongside Seed Lab hosts, artists, and neighbors. Bring your own upcycling project to use our shared tools and workspace, exchange ideas, and experiment with creative repair. Or, contribute directly to the ongoing Front Row: Reimagined upcycled chair project. 
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This is an active opportunity to contribute to the Front Row: Reimagined project in conjunction with the Anchorage Museum’s Trashion Show on Thursday, June 11. If you are interested in participating in this event as a contributing artist, or want to donate a chair to the project, please email Cat Lindquist, at clindquist@anchoragemuseum.org for more information.

Film + Discussion: “¡Ay, Qué Bonito es Volar!” (Oh, How Beautiful It Is To Fly!) 
6-8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 8, Auditorium or online via Crowdcast 
¡Ay, Qué Bonito es Volar! (Oh, How Beautiful It Is To Fly!) by Indra Arriaga Delgado details her journey from Veracruz, Mexico, to Alaska, and finally the Arctic Circle. Delgado makes an offering to the Arctic and asks for kinship and forgiveness, finding dialogues and solutions to the impacts of climate change and policies that lessen humanity. The multimedia presentation includes film documentation of the Indigenous offering to Arctic, a live musical presentation of Son Jarocho by international artists, and a Q&A with the artist. 

Free; No registration required. 

BLINK: Creative Play in TOTE Kid Space   
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursdays, Jan. 8, 15, 22 & 29, Discovery Center, TOTE Kid Space
Play to learn and learn to play. Blink engages toddlers and their caretakers with drop-in, educator-led programs. Each week of the month focuses on specific skills important for young learners such as senses, literacy, math, and movement. Best for ages 5 and younger; siblings welcome. Included with museum admission. 

Night at the Museum
6-11:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 9, Seventh Avenue Entrance 
Let your imagination run wild after dark at the Anchorage Museum. Fifth- through eighth graders (approximate ages 10 to 14) can have their own night at the museum to stay up late, explore the galleries and uncover mysteries to be solved. 

Journey beyond the stars with a special planetarium show, create your own work of art and team up to solve escape room-style puzzles. Late night snack included. $40 per person; $35 per person for museum members.

Please note that there is a one chaperone to every three children ratio (1:3). Chaperones must be over the age of 18 and be responsible for the direct supervision of those in their group. Chaperones pay full price. For FAQ, click here. 

Sensory-Friendly & Access Morning   
11 a.m.-noon. Sunday, Jan. 11, Atrium, First Floor galleries, Discovery Center 
Have you ever wanted to experience the museum with less sensory overload? This program is open to both families and adults, especially those experiencing developmental and/or physical disabilities and those on the autism spectrum. A safe space available for those who need it.

$5 per family/group; museum members receive a 10% discount. Advance registration is strongly recommended. Walk-in registration will only be available if capacity allows and if paying by credit card.

Use the museum’s 7th Avenue entrance. Parking is available in the museum garage. For more information or to request accommodations, please call (907) 929-9258 or email access@anchoragemuseum.org.  

Repair and Reuse: Sashiko Denim Repair
6:30-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 14, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave.
Learn to repair woven denim or cotton rips and holes with embroidery techniques, including sashiko, a Japanese form of decorative reinforcement stitching. Led by artist-mender Jamie Hirano of Alpine Fit, this Seed Lab session includes a live skill share. 

Bring a denim item to repair; basic supplies like needles, thread and scissors provided. Students are welcome to bring their own tools. Arrive as early as 6:00 p.m. to connect, ask questions, and share repair skills with others. Guided demonstration begins at 6:30 p.m. Free; Registration recommended.

Have sewing resources to share? Add spare material, surplus thread and other craft items to the community resource table and take home something you need. 

Repair and Reuse is based on a culture of repair, working to transform our culture into one that repairs more readily than it purchases, to create a more sustainable community. Workshops on mending, repairing outdoor gear, upcycling and object fixing help remind all of us that low-cost repairs help the climate.  

Members Only: CoLabo-rative Mornings    
11 a.m.-noon. Sunday, Jan. 18, Discovery Center, CoLab 
Enjoy morning treats and creative making activities in CoLab, the Museum’s all-ages space for collaboration. Registration required. 

Available at these membership levels: Dual PLUS, Insider PLUS, and VIP. Not a member? Join today at anchoragemuseum.org/membership. 

CoLab-orations: Paper Quilling 
5:30-7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 20, Discovery Center, CoLab
Join museum staff in a relaxing and meditative workshop creating paper crafts. Paper quilling, also known as paper-rolling or paper scrolling, is a beginner-friendly artform using strips of paper that are rolled, shaped, and glued together to create decorative designs. The paper designs can be displayed on their own or used to decorate other objects, such as greeting cards, pictures, boxes and more. All matrials provided.

$15, includes museum admission. Museum members receive a 10% discount. 

CoLab-orations is a monthly workshop for tweens, teens and adults that provides an opportunity to explore a specific material or skill in-depth.

Twilight Zone Double Feature: Cold War Paranoia
6:30-8 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 20, Auditorium
Step into The Twilight Zone for a chilling double feature that captures the creeping paranoia of the Cold War. Monsters are Due on Maple Street (1960) and The Shelter (1961) explore what happens when the nuclear families of suburbia are overwhelmed with atomic era anxieties. 

$10; $8 for museum members.

Presented in conjunction with the Cold War to the Cosmos: Distant Early Warning Systems and the Arctic exhibition on the Third Floor.

Smithsonian Spotlight: Highlights of the Living Our Cultures exhibition 
2-2:45 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 21, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center, Second Floor, West Wing Danni 
Looking to learn more about the items in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center? Join this tour for insights from Smithsonian staff and knowledge shared with them by Alaska Native experts. 

Open to all ages; children must be accompanied by an adult. Included with admission. 

Learn more about the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center.

An Examination of Canine Behavior with Mandy Seymour, DVM
6:30-7:45 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 27, Auditorium 
Hear from Anchorage-based veterinarian Mandy Seymour, DVM, about the co-evolution of dogs and humans throughout history, behavioral dilemmas faced by modern dogs living in cities, and general learning theory (such as why positive reinforcement works best). Free, registration recommended. Enter via the Seventh Avenue doors. 

Presented in conjunction with Dog Show, now on view in the Patricia B. Wolf Family Galleries on the First Floor.

About the Speaker  
Mandy Seymour, DVM, completed her training in veterinary medicine at Ohio State University in 2008, then went on to complete an internship in small animal medicine and surgery at the VCA Animal Referral and Emergency Center of Arizona. In 2024, she completed a master's degree in Animal Welfare and Behavior at the University of Pennsylvania. She's been practicing in Alaska since 2010. In addition to her general practice duties, Seymour is also a Resident in Training with the American College of Veterinary Behaviorists. 

Slow Craft Week Kick-off: Craft in America
6:15 p.m. doors; 7 p.m. program. Tuesday, Jan. 27, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave.
From stitchwork and knitting to letterpress and repair sessions, there is something for all in Slow Craft Week. In connection with Handwork 2026, Slow Craft Week is part of a year-long national initiative by Craft in America to showcase the importance of the handmade, both throughout our history and in contemporary life.

Kick off Slow Craft Week in a gathering with fellow handwork enthusiasts and Alaska Public Media to watch NORTH’s “Craft in America,” followed by a curated selection of Indie Alaska short documentaries. Join in conversation with fellow creatives in a celebration of craft and Alaskan makers. 

NORTH investigates the impact of the environment on craft artists. Indigenous canoe practices, reclaimed materials, a craft school in the forest, and more demonstrate how natural and urban landscapes inspire the handmade. Featured Indie Alaska episodes will highlight Alaskan makers and ideas. 

Slow Craft Week: Repair Culture Show & Tell 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 28, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave. 
In Alaska, repair culture can include innovation, adapted design, or alternative repair materials, as our location often dictates thinking “outside the box.” Learn from expert innovators’ stories and consult with them on your own repairs. Bring items that have sparked your creativity and your desire to repair. Ask troubleshooting questions and work on your own repairs. Join the global and local repair revolution and get to know your repair community. Free.

Vital & Creative for Ages 55+: Creative Fabric Weaving Workshop
9 a.m.-noon. Thursday, Jan. 29, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave.
Learn how to express your creativity with weaving in this beginner’s weaving workshop taught by the Anchorage Weavers and Spinners Guild. With expert guidance from skilled weavers, dive into weaving from start to finish. 

Choose from a variety of colors and textures to weave your fabric and use the provided Saori Piccolo looms prepared with black cotton warp – the perfect canvas for any color you choose. With the provided materials, weave a beautiful piece of cloth to take home. 

$60, registration required. Scholarships available upon request, email rpottebaum@anchoragemuseum.org. 

Vital & Creative is a series of creative materials explorations for adults ages 55+.

Vital & Creative for Ages 55+: Creative Fabric Weaving Workshop 
1-4 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 29, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave.
Learn how to express your creativity with weaving in this beginner’s weaving workshop taught by the Anchorage Weavers and Spinners Guild. With expert guidance from skilled weavers, dive into weaving from start to finish. 

Choose from a variety of colors and textures to weave your fabric and use the provided Saori Piccolo looms prepared with black cotton warp – the perfect canvas for any color you choose. With the provided materials, weave a beautiful piece of cloth to take home. 

$60, registration required. Scholarships available upon request, email rpottebaum@anchoragemuseum.org.

Vital & Creative is a series of creative materials explorations for adults ages 55+.

Slow Craft Week: Sit and Knit, Crochet, or Craft with Knitters of the North 
6-9 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 29, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave.
Come and join Anchorage's knitting guild, the Knitters of the North (KOTN), for a laid-back sit and knit, crochet, and craft night. Bring your fiber arts project or another creative table-top craft; all mediums are welcome. Enjoy fun conversation and crafty chatter in a casual setting with fellow fiber enthusiasts. Bring what you are working on or start something new. 

Free. Registration recommended for communication purposes. 

Slow Craft Week: Creative Fabric Weaving Workshop
9 a.m.-noon. Friday, Jan. 30, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave. 
Learn how to express your creativity with weaving in this beginner’s weaving workshop taught by the Anchorage Weavers and Spinners Guild. With expert guidance from skilled weavers, dive into weaving from start to finish. 

Choose from a variety of colors and textures to weave your fabric and use the provided Saori Piccolo looms prepared with black cotton warp – the perfect canvas for any color you choose. With the provided materials, weave a beautiful piece of cloth to take home. 

$60, registration required. Scholarships available upon request, email rpottebaum@anchoragemuseum.org. Best suited for mature teens and adults. 

Slow Craft Week: Creative Fabric Weaving Workshop
1-4 p.m. Friday, Jan. 30, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave. 
Learn how to express your creativity with weaving in this beginner’s weaving workshop taught by the Anchorage Weavers and Spinners Guild. With expert guidance from skilled weavers, dive into weaving from start to finish. 

Choose from a variety of colors and textures to weave your fabric and use the provided Saori Piccolo looms prepared with black cotton warp – the perfect canvas for any color you choose. With the provided materials, weave a beautiful piece of cloth to take home. 

$60, registration required. Scholarships available upon request, email rpottebaum@anchoragemuseum.org. Best suited for mature teens and adults. 

Members Only: Pet Portraits Art Class
Noon-2:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 31, Discovery Center, Art Lab
This workshop will begin with a quick tour of the museum’s first-floor family galleries to gather inspiration from Dog Show, a celebration of human-dog relationships across geography and time. In the classroom, families will learn techniques to capture the personality and likeness of their canine companions.

Ideal for ages 10 and up (younger students may need extra assistance), this class is open to families of all ages. Basics of graphite transfer, as well as marker, watercolor, and gouache media, will be explored. Participants will need to bring a printed “headshot” photo of their furry friend on copy paper (Black and white is fine) to be drawn on for the transfer.

All materials provided; registration required. 

Open to VIP and Insider Levels. For questions, please contact membership@anchoragemuseum.org. Not a member? Join today at anchoragemuseum.org/membership.

Slow Craft Week: Learn to Knit Workshop
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 31, Seed Lab, 111. W. 6th Ave. 
Learn to knit from the Knitters of the North (KOTN), Anchorage's knitting guild. In this introductory class, participants will learn how to read a knitting pattern, how to knit and purl, how to knit flat and in the round, as well as how to recognize and fix common knitting mistakes. 

Students will make a cowl and practice basic stitches, giving them the skills to grow and knit more complicated projects. Perfect for individuals with no previous knitting experience. 

$40 materials fee; all students will take home a kit with all materials to complete their project. 

Slow Craft Week: Young Hands Mending + Sewing Workshop
10 a.m.-noon. Saturday, Jan. 31, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave. 
Let your creativity fly by learning to sew and make mini creatures in this beginner workshop for all ages. Learn basic stitches and practice as you sew your design. Bring any stuffed animals needing repair and learn how to mend favorite companions with care. Workshop led by instructing artists Amy Meissner, Jamie Hirano, Ming Stephens. All materials provided.

Meant for families and young learners; all youth under 14 must be accompanied by an adult. 

Free. Registration required. 

Slow Craft Week: Mending and Making Skillshare + Potluck 
1-4:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 31, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave.
When the season is dark, we gather inside and hear stories and ideas. Bring your stitchwork, knitting, crochet, and other slow craft work to this informal gathering of makers. 

Join in making an improv quilt if you don’t have your own materials to work with or learn skills from others present to inspire your own making. Give and take fiber materials from the art materials swap. Bring a snack or dish to share and enjoy the provided fare. Free. 

Slow Craft Week: Braided Rag Rugs 
1-3 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 31, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave. 
Learn the traditional techniques behind braided rag rugs. In this beginner-friendly workshop, upcycle fabric scraps into coasters or placemats. Bring your own fabric scraps or use the materials provided. 

Free. Registration required. 
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Slow Craft Monday: Embroidered Balls
6:30-8:30 p.m. Feb. 2, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave.
Slow down and explore your creative side in this slow craft handwork series this winter. Slow Craft Mondays, hosted by the Anchorage Weavers and Spinners Guild, showcase a chosen technique – from loom weaving and tablet weaving to macrame, felting and more. 

This event is part of the Slow Craft series, held on the first Monday of each month. Join us to explore creative practices and connect with the local crafters, build community and find a new spark.   

Teen After-School Laser Camp
5-6:30 p.m. Tuesdays, Feb. 3, 10, 17 & 24, Reynolds Room, First Floor
Teen After-School Laser Camp is a four-week camp where teens learn the fundamentals of laser light through hands-on activities. These laser experiments inspire cooperative team-building opportunities, focusing on the science of lasers and light, what makes it unique, and how lasers are used in everyday life. Teens will have the opportunity to design their own laser music show and present their work to parents and caregivers during a showcase at the end of the final class.

$100; museum members receive a 10% discount. Participants must attend all four sessions. Due to the laser equipment and content, participants must be 13+. 

Laser music shows contain intense flashing and flickering lights and loud sounds. They may not be suitable for people with disorders triggered by flashing lights. 

Outdoor Adventure Series: Brooks Rangers - Traversing the Brooks Range End to End
6-8 pm, Tuesday, Feb. 3, Auditorium and online via Crowdcast
Join us for an evening with Roman Dial and fellow outdoor enthusiasts who have traveled the Brooks Range in its entirety. They will discuss what it’s like to traverse the entire Brooks Range either in sections, as one big trip, or as part of an even bigger trip, while also sharing information about routes, food, gear, hazards and more. Guests include Keith Nyitray, Caroline Van Hemert, and Jeremy Wood.

Free, registration recommended. Watch it live online.

This program is presented as part of a series celebrating Alaskan incubators and trailblazers in the outdoor world, supporting the exhibition Roman Dial: Crossings, on view through February 15, 2026. 

Designer Trashion Workshop
6-8:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 5, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave. 
Make wearable art and creative objects from recycled materials and other refuse. “Trashion” is clothing and accessories made from used, discarded, found, and repurposed materials. Creative upcyclers are encouraged to drop in and make garments with workshop hosts and community members or pick up materials for their own making. 

Doors open at 6 p.m, clean up begins at 8 p.m. Free. Registration recommended, but drop-ins welcome.
  
This is an active opportunity to make “trashion” garments and wearables for the Anchorage Museum’s Trashion Show on Thursday, June 11. 

Open Workshop: Upcycled Chairs
6-8:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 5, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave.
Reimagine discarded wooden chairs through sanding, repairing, and painting. Collaborate alongside Seed Lab hosts, artists, and neighbors. Bring your own upcycling project to use our shared tools and workspace, exchange ideas, and experiment with creative repair. Or contribute directly to the ongoing Front Row: Reimagined upcycled chair project. 
 
Doors open at 6 p.m.; cleanup begins at 8 p.m. Free. Registration required.

This is an active opportunity to contribute to the Front Row: Reimagined project in conjunction with the Anchorage Museum’s Trashion Show on Thursday, June 11. If you are interested in participating in this event as a contributing artist, or want to donate a chair to the project, please email Cat Lindquist, at clindquist@anchoragemuseum.org for more information.

Blink: Creative Play in TOTE Kid Space   
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursdays, Feb. 5, 12, 19 & 26, Discovery Center, TOTE Kid Space
Play to learn and learn to play. Blink engages toddlers and their caretakers with drop-in, educator-led programs. Each week of the month focuses on specific skills important for young learners such as senses, literacy, math, and movement. Best for ages 5 and younger; siblings welcome. Included with museum admission.   

Walking Tour of Anchorage’s Mushing District 
6-7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 6, Log Cabin Visitor Center, 546 W. 4th Ave. 
Explore downtown Anchorage’s Mushing District. Learn about the history of dog mushing in the State of Alaska and the major sled dog races in Anchorage. Representatives of the Mushing District will begin the tour at the Log Cabin Visitor Center and finish off with a visit to the Anchorage Museum’s Dog Show exhibition. Please dress for the weather, as this is an outdoor walking tour. 

Free. Registration required. 

Presented in conjunction with the Dog Show exhibition on the First Floor.

First Friday at the Anchorage Museum  
6-9 p.m. Friday Feb. 6, Anchorage Museum	  
Bring the whole family to enjoy free admission to the galleries, create in the Art Lab, or view rapid space shorts in the planetarium.  

Thomas Planetarium - Rapid Space Shorts  
6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 & 8:30 p.m.  
These quick planetarium experiences range from constellation tours of the night sky and a cruise through the solar system to learning about light and the aurora borealis. Free; ticket required and available at the front desk after 6 p.m.  

ArtLab – Free Create First Friday
6-8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 6, Discovery Center, Art Lab 
Feeling inspired by the Anchorage Museum? Join us during First Friday hours to freely create and gather with the community in a fun and judgment-free zone. Open to all ages, all children must be accompanied by an adult. 

An Evening of Words & Wit with Don Reardan and Seth Kantner 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 6, Auditorium	  
Join two Alaska literary voices, Seth Kantner and Don Rearden, for a conversation that explores the wild intersections of humor, identity, and the role of writers as modern tricksters.

From the tundra to the classroom, Kantner and Rearden discuss how storytelling both shapes and subverts who we are, how humor survives in harsh landscapes, and why the writer, like the ancient trickster, exists to disturb, illuminate, and reveal truth.

Presented in conjunction with the Tricksters and Sourdoughs: Humor and Identity in Alaska exhibition, on view on the Second Floor.

About the Speakers
Seth Kantner was born and raised in the wilderness of northern Alaska and homeschooled on the land. He has worked as a commercial fisherman, wilderness guide and adjunct professor, and has spoken nationwide and in Canada. He is a Whiting Award winner for his debut novel Ordinary Wolves, which also won the Milkweed National Fiction Prize, the Pacific Northwest Booksellers Award, Publishers Weekly Best Books, and other awards. 

Don Rearden is a novelist, screenwriter, and sometimes tundra poet. Rearden wrote the critically acclaimed The Raven's Gift, which made The Washington Post Notable List for Fiction, calling him “a master of the cliffhanger.” He co-authored the best-selling memoirs Never Quit and Warrior's Creed.

Write Funny: Finding Comic Gold in Your Life with Don Rearden and Seth Kantner
10 a.m.-noon. Saturday, Feb. 7, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave.
Join this writing workshop led by authors Seth Kantner and Don Rearden. Free and open to adults & teens, this class explores the power of humor and storytelling as a means of personal growth, a resilient mindset, and a focus on the funny. 

Participants will engage in a series of writing exercises and discussions all designed to unlock creative potential and promote emotional wellness through humor. The workshop will be fun, inclusive, and open to people of all backgrounds, with no previous writing experience required. Come prepared to write and discover the comic gold in your life.

Presented in conjunction with the Tricksters and Sourdoughs: Humor and Identity in Alaska exhibition, on view on the Second Floor.

About the Writers
Seth Kantner was born and raised in the wilderness of northern Alaska and homeschooled on the land. He has worked as a commercial fisherman, wilderness guide and adjunct professor, and has spoken nationwide and in Canada. He is a Whiting Award winner for his debut novel Ordinary Wolves, which also won the Milkweed National Fiction Prize, the Pacific Northwest Booksellers Award, Publishers Weekly Best Books, and other awards. 

Don Rearden is a novelist, screenwriter, and sometimes tundra poet. Rearden wrote the critically acclaimed The Raven's Gift, which made The Washington Post Notable List for Fiction, calling him “a master of the cliffhanger.” He co-authored the best-selling memoirs Never Quit and Warrior's Creed. 

Bank of America Museums on Us  
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 7 & noon-6 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 8 
Bank of America cardholders enjoy one free museum general admission on the first weekend of the month with a BoA credit or debit card and photo ID. Special exhibition fees still apply. BoA cardholders also receive a 10% discount on purchases at the Anchorage Museum Store on this day. No other discounts apply. 

Sensory-Friendly & Access Morning   
11 a.m.-noon. Sunday, Feb. 8, Atrium, First Floor galleries, Discovery Center
Have you ever wanted to experience the museum with less sensory overload? This program is open to both families and adults, especially those experiencing developmental and/or physical disabilities and those on the autism spectrum. A safe space available for those who need it.

$5 per family/group; museum members receive a 10% discount. Advance registration is strongly recommended. Walk-in registration will only be available if capacity allows and if paying by credit card.

Use the museum’s 7th Avenue entrance. Parking is available in the museum garage. For more information or to request accommodations, please call (907) 929-9258 or email access@anchoragemuseum.org. 

“Arctic Alchemy”: Film Screening and Director Chat
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 11, Auditorium 
Join us for a screening of Arctic Alchemy, which follows Alaska adventurer and climate scientist Roman Dial on a research expedition to find the source of a mysterious phenomenon that is poisoning watersheds. Along the journey, Dial reckons with fatherhood, personal tragedy, and the power of the wilderness to both break us and bring us to life. 

The film is followed by a director’s Q&A session with Colin Arisman and Roman Dial. Free, registration required.

This program is presented in support of the exhibition Roman Dial: Crossings, on view now through February 15, 2026.

About the speakers
Colin Arisman is a homesteader, harvester, and documentary director who lives with his wife and creative partner, Elsa, in Alaska. His visual storytelling documents human connections to the natural world, with a focus on outdoor recreation, ecology, and conservation. Colin’s films have received accolades, including “Best Short Film” at the Banff Mountain Film Festival and numerous Vimeo Staff Picks. He is the founder of Wild Confluence Media, a documentary production company that amplifies grassroots activism through impact storytelling.

Roman Dial, Ph.D., is a mathematician, biologist, and adventurer. Over the last 45 years, Roman has spent more than 550 days in the Brooks Range, travelling more than 7,000 miles on foot and by packraft. Dial has written two books, Packrafting! An Introduction and How-to Guide and The Adventurer’s Son. He and his wife Peggy have an adult daughter, Jazz. All three live in Anchorage, Alaska, where he retired as a professor after a 32-year career at Alaska Pacific University.

Repair and Reuse: Valentines Date 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 11, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave.
Celebrate Valentine’s Day by repairing garments/textiles with your partner, wearing hearts on your sleeves, and keeping all those frayed edges from getting any larger. Chocolates welcomed and encouraged. This workshop is sewing machine-focused; bring your own from home or use one of four shared machines.

Arrive as early as 6 p.m. to connect, ask questions, and share repair skills with others. Guided demonstration begins at 6:30 p.m. Free; Registration recommended.

Have sewing resources to share? Add spare materials, surplus thread, and other craft items to the community resource table, and take home what you need. 

Repair and Reuse is based on a culture of repair, working to transform our culture into one that repairs more readily than it purchases, to create a more sustainable community. Workshops on mending, repairing outdoor gear, upcycling and object fixing, along with the sharing of how-to skillsets, help remind all of us that low-cost repairs help the climate.   

Behind the Scenes with the Smithsonian 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 12, Reynolds Classroom, First Floor 
What work does the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center do in Alaska? Join Smithsonian staff for an insider look at research and programs that are growing from historic museum collections into enriching community work. Free. Registration not required. 

Learn more about the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center.

Members Only: CoLab-orative Mornings    
11 a.m.-noon. Sunday, Feb. 15, Discovery Center, CoLab
Enjoy morning treats and creative activities in CoLab, the Museum’s all-ages space for collaboration. Registration required. 

Available at these membership levels: Dual PLUS, Insider PLUS, and VIP. Not a member? Join today at anchoragemuseum.org/membership. 

CoLab-orations: Cupcake Liner Bouquets
5:30-7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 17, Discovery Center, CoLab
Join museum staff for a fun and beginner-friendly craft making session creating floral arrangements out of cupcake liners. Participants will color cupcake liners in their choice of colors to create decorative flower bouquets. All materials provided.

$15; includes museum admission. Museum members receive a 10% discount. Registration required.

CoLab-orations is a monthly workshop for tweens, teens and adults that provides an opportunity to explore a specific material or skill in-depth.

Mushing Dogs to the Top of Denali: The 1979 Expedition with Joe Redington Sr., Susan Butcher and Ray Genet
6-7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 17, Auditorium 
Hear from award-winning author Nan Elliot as she reads excerpts from her upcoming book “To the Summit!”—the 1979 Dog Mushing Expedition Up Denali. Elliot tells the story of the first ascent of Denali by dog team led by legendary guide Ray Genet, 4-time Iditarod champion Susan Butcher, and musher Joe Redington Sr., known by many as the “Father of the Iditarod.” 

Free; registration encouraged.

Presented in conjunction with the Dog Show exhibition on the First Floor.

About the Author
Nan Elliot is an award-winning author, writer, filmmaker, and journalist. She lives in Anchorage, Alaska, and is the author of “I’d Swap My Old Skidoo for You”: A Portrait of Characters on the Last Frontier (1989) and co-author of National Geographic Guide to America's Outdoors: Alaska (2001).

Members Only: Game Night 
5:30-7:30 p.m. Thursday Feb. 19, Atrium 
Stop by for after-hours fun. There will also be a selection of classics available for drop-in play. Bring the family or grab a friend and join us. Game night will be in the atrium, where food is allowed; feel free to bring snacks or a meal on the go. 

Open to all levels, registration required. Not a member? Join today at anchoragemuseum.org/membership.

Vital & Creative for Ages 55+: Upcycled Coil Baskets 
11 a.m-2 p.m. Friday, Feb. 19, Discovery Center, Art Lab 
Join museum staff in a beginner-friendly introduction to coil basket making. Learn to upcycle leftover yarn into functional, colorful baskets. All materials provided; feel free to bring any yarn you wish to upcycle. 

Registration required. $15; $13 for members.

Vital & Creative is a series of creative materials explorations for adults ages 55+.

Anchorage Museum Book Club: The Cruelest Miles 
4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 21, Main Lobby 
The Anchorage Museum Book Club meets four times a year. Come together to read and discuss works of fiction and non-fiction focused on the histories and cultures of the Circumpolar North. After each book club discussion, explore the museum’s galleries and view art, objects, and cultural belongings related to the book. In “The Cruelest Miles,” learn the true story of the diphtheria epidemic that struck Nome in 1925, and the heroic men and dogs that saved the day. 

Recommended for adults. Included with admission; registration required. 

Need a copy of the book? Check out the Anchorage Museum Store or visit the Anchorage Public Library.  

Members Only: Collections Tour 
6-7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 26. Meet in Lobby
Take advantage of a rare opportunity to go behind the scenes of the Anchorage Museum’s collection. Participants will spend an hour with Monica Shah, Deputy Director for Collections, and Stephanie Black, Conservator. 

Explore highlights from the museum’s permanent collection, learn about conservation treatments, and gain insight into the curatorial process that brings these works to the public. 

Registration required. Open to all membership levels. Not a member? Join today at anchoragemuseum.org/membership.

Outdoor Film Screening: Togo 
6-8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 27, Fairview Community Recreation Center, 1121 E. 10th Ave.
Anchorage Museum and Anchorage Design Week are excited to partner with the Fairview neighborhood during Fur Rondy to present a drive-in screening of Disney’s Togo. Experience the amazing true story of the dog teams and their handlers who completed the 1925 Serum Run, delivering lifesaving medicine to Nome. 

First come, first park. Recommend arrival at 5:45 p.m. Film begins at 6 p.m. Propane heaters, hot cocoa and a limited number of chairs will be provided. Please dress for the weather and bring an outdoor chair and blanket if you would like to be extra comfortable. Free to attend; register to receive important updates. 

The Anchorage Museum and Anchorage Design Week, in collaboration with community partners Fairview Community Council, Anchorage Parks & Recreation,  NeighborWorks Alaska, and Alaska BookMobile is pleased to offer this unique winter experience.

Blink: Minors & Nappers Celebration
1-4:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 28, Atrium, Art Lab, CoLab, Discovery Center
It’s a Fur Rondy celebration for the tiniest Alaskans. Toddlers and their families are invited to participate in trapper-themed activities throughout the museum. 

Create trapper hats in CoLab and pan for gold in Art Lab. Try the fur-matching activity at the Discovery Center’s Exploration Station and collect stickers for participation. Dress up like a sourdough in an old-time photo booth, design a Rondy-inspired pin in the trading booth, and finish out the fun with a dance party with DJ Spenser Lee in the Atrium. Best for ages 5 and younger and their families.

Included with Admission; RSVP today and skip the line.


SPRING BREAK CAMPS

Spring Break Camps: Arctic Marine Science (Ages 7-9)
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Tuesday-Wednesday, March 10-11, Reynolds Room, First Floor
Dive into the world of Arctic marine science in this two-day camp. Through hands-on S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math) activities and gallery experiences, campers will learn about Alaska’s marine ecosystem relationships, soundscape ecology, and Arctic research projects. 

Participants will engage in these topics through the interdisciplinary lens of art, science, and traditional Indigenous knowledge. Drop off as early as 9:30 a.m.; pick up as late as 3:30 p.m. 

$150; 10% discount for museum members.

Spring Break Camps: Wayfinding (Ages 10-12) 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Tuesday-Wednesday, March 10-11, Discovery Center, Art Lab
Learn to explore the world around you in this two-day camp. Through hands-on S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math) activities and planetarium experiences, campers will learn how to navigate Alaska via wayfinding through land, sea, and sky. 

Participants will engage in these topics through the interdisciplinary lens of art, science, and traditional Indigenous knowledge. Drop off as early as 9:30 a.m.; pick up as late as 3:30 p.m.

$150; 10% discount for museum members.

Spring Break Camps: Wayfinding (Ages 7-9) 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Thursday-Friday, March 12-13, Discovery Center, Art Lab 
Learn to explore the world around you in this two-day camp. Through hands-on S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math) activities and planetarium experiences, campers will learn how to navigate Alaska via wayfinding through land, sea, and sky. 

Participants will engage in these topics through the interdisciplinary lens of art, science, and traditional Indigenous knowledge. Drop off as early as 9:30 a.m.; pick up as late as 3:30 p.m.

$150; 10% discount for museum members.

Spring Break Camps: Arctic Marine Science (Ages 10-12)
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Thursday-Friday, March 12-13, Reynolds Room, First Floor
Dive into the world of Arctic marine science in this two-day camp. Through hands-on S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math) activities and gallery experiences, campers will learn about Alaska’s marine ecosystem relationships, soundscape ecology, and Arctic research projects. 

Participants will engage in these topics through the interdisciplinary lens of art, science, and traditional Indigenous knowledge. Drop off as early as 9:30 a.m.; pick up as late as 3:30 p.m. 

$150; 10% discount for museum members.
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Messengers of Time and Space
3:30 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday, Jan. 2-31, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
A new age of astronomy is just about to start that will allow researchers to capture exploding stars, colliding black holes and other cosmic cataclysms in real time. Messengers of Time and Space is designed to illuminate the imminent revolution in astronomy driven by time-domain and multi-messenger observations. 

This immersive experience invites audiences to explore the dynamic cosmos and witness the transformative impact of real-time data on our understanding of the Universe.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Drifting North: Arctic Pulse
4:30 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday, Jan. 2-31, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Follow an international team of scientists from over twenty countries who embark on an epic year-long expedition to the Central Arctic. 

The Multidisciplinary Drifting Observatory for the Arctic Climate (MOSAiC) team froze the German Icebreaker R/V Polarstern into the sea ice for a year to understand the Arctic climate system and its future.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

The Ring World: Journey to an Exoplanet
5:30 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday, Jan. 2-31, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
This documentary aims to disseminate science in an alternative and effective way so that viewers can depart planet Earth and reach the nearby star Gliese-581. 

This trip will allow us to study the extraordinary Gliese-581 planetary system, and one of the few potential exoplanets discovered so far orbiting inside the habitability zone of its host star.

Free, but ticket required. Available at the front desk or planetarium ticket booth.

Cartoons in the Dome: Dinosaur – Passage to Pangaea
12:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 2, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
This animated adventure explains one of the greatest geological events in Earth’s history: the separation of the supercontinent Pangaea. When two children embark on a geology field trip back in time, they are thrown into a fantastic voyage where they witness incredible geological wonders and learn about the mysterious process that created our present-day continents.

Cartoons in the Dome is a changing monthly planetarium offering exploring art, history, culture and science. These immersive, full-dome cartoon movies are recommended for families with young children.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Seven Wonders
1:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 2, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Turn back the pages of time and witness the seven ancient wonders of the world. Travel to Egypt to visit the Great Pyramids and to Greece to tour the Temples of Zeus. Then embark on a journey through space to see the universe’s greatest wonders.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Rapid Space Shorts: Big Questions - Astrobiology
6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 & 8:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 2, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Join us on a journey to answer some of the biggest questions in the universe. How did Earth develop a habitable environment? Where did life come from? Could life exist elsewhere? Humans have been asking these questions for hundreds of years, and our pursuit of knowledge led us to launch the OSIRIS-REx mission. On its quest to study and sample the asteroid Bennu, OSIRIS-REx has shaped our understanding of planetary formation and the existence of life on Earth.

Rapid Space Shorts are short planetarium experiences that range from constellation tours of the night sky to cruising around the solar system to learning about light and the aurora borealis and many other astronomy topics. 

Free, but ticket required. Available at the front desk after 6 p.m.

Living Worlds: The Search Begins
2:30 p.m. Friday-Sunday, Jan. 1-31, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Earth is a planet shaped by life. From the forests that help stabilize our climate, to the winds carrying life-sustaining water and oxygen to far-flung parts of the globe, the fingerprints of life are visible even from many light years away. 

As we ponder what forms life might take in the Solar System and beyond, Living Worlds encourages us to consider how a deeper understanding of our own planet can aid in the search for life across the cosmos, and to reflect on ways we can partner with our living world to ensure our continued survival.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Cartoons in the Dome: Dinosaur – Passage to Pangaea
12:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday Jan. 3-31 Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
This animated adventure explains one of the greatest geological events in Earth’s history: the separation of the supercontinent Pangaea. When two children embark on a geology field trip back in time, they are thrown into a fantastic voyage where they witness incredible geological wonders and learn about the mysterious process that created our present-day continents.

Cartoons in the Dome is a changing monthly planetarium offering exploring art, history, culture and science. These immersive, full-dome cartoon movies are recommended for families with young children.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Seven Wonders
1:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday Jan. 3-31, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Turn back the pages of time and witness the seven ancient wonders of the world. Travel to Egypt to visit the Great Pyramids and to Greece to tour the Temples of Zeus. Then embark on a journey through space to see the universe’s greatest wonders.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Blink: Story Time in the Dome  
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 8, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Enjoy captivating storytelling in the Thomas Planetarium. Classic and modern tales come to life in the planetarium’s immersive experience with a live storyteller. Blink engages young children through open-ended play, hands-on workshops, storytelling, art, and science. Best for ages 5 and under. Included with museum admission.

Led Zeppelin Cosmic Light Show
5:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 9, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Be transported by mood-altering art and graphics choreographed to Led Zeppelin’s biggest hits, including Whole Lotta Love, Immigrant Song, and Ramble On. This immersive experience plays out on the museum’s full-dome planetarium screen in concert with a state-of-the-art sound system.

$10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members.

Audience advisory: Adult subject matter. Recommended for ages 10 and up. This experience includes loud music, flashing lights, simulated motion, and other sensory-stimulating effects. 

Rosetta
3:30, 4:30 & 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 15, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Catch a ride on a comet with the Rosetta spacecraft. For the first time ever, scientists have landed a spacecraft on the surface of a comet in the hopes of unlocking the mysteries of the universe. Featuring astronomer Klim Churyumov who, in 1969, discovered the comet Rosetta traveled to, the film tells us about the comet phenomenon, the discovery of the 67P comet, and the mission of the Rosetta probe and the landing module Philae. But above all the film speaks about the questions which humanity is seeking to answer far away among the stars.

Third Thursday Half-Price Special: $3 plus museum admission; $1.50 for museum members. 

Pink Floyd: Dark Side of the Moon
5:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 16, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Immerse yourself in Pink Floyd’s Dark Side of the Moon. This full-dome light and music show expands on the classic album through captivating HD graphics. It’s not a typical laser show but the next generation of computer-generated imagery.

$10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members.

Audience advisory: Adult subject matter. Recommended for ages 10 and up. This experience includes loud music, flashing lights, simulated motion, and other sensory-stimulating effects. 

Pink Floyd: The Wall
5:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 23, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium	Aaron
Lose yourself in Pink Floyd’s masterpiece The Wall. This full-dome light and music show interprets this classic album through mesmerizing HD graphics. It’s not a typical laser show but the next generation of computer-generated imagery.

$10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members.

Audience advisory: Adult subject matter. Recommended for ages 10 and up. This experience includes loud music, flashing lights, simulated motion, and other sensory-stimulating effects. 

Private Planetarium Experience
5:30-6:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Jan. 2-31, Thomas Planetarium & Innovation Zone
Come and explore the Thomas Planetarium when it's closed to the public. Each program is a private, educator-led, interactive experience for all ages.

Includes museum admission for up to 6 participants, a private screening of a planetarium movie, and a hands-on S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math) activity. Choose from our selection of Interactive Quests, or our Movie & Making offerings: click here

$100 fee per group, per event; $50 for museum members.

Registration required at least 24 hours in advance.

Email planetarium@anchoragemuseum.org for information about larger groups. 

Rising Star: A South African Astronomy Journey
3:30 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday, Feb. 1-28, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Rising Star takes you on an astronomical journey from our beginnings through the development of astronomy research in South Africa and looks at what the future of astronomy holds for the country. 

As the first of its kind to be produced in Africa, Rising Star hopes to stimulate the production of many more locally produced planetarium films from multidisciplinary fields, with the goal of popularizing Africa’s numerous scientific achievements.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Dark: Understanding Dark Matter
5:30 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday, Feb. 1-28, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Explore the nature of dark matter, the missing 80% of the mass of the universe. The search for dark matter is the most pressing astrophysical challenge of our time. Dark matter will help us understand why the universe is as it is, where it came from, and how it has evolved over billions of years.

Free, but ticket required. Available at the front desk or planetarium ticket booth.

Destination Solar System
2:30 p.m. Friday-Sunday Feb. 1-28, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Space Express Tours – the first tour company in deep space – offers a variety of adventures including its most popular trip, Destination Solar System. Passengers will travel hundreds of millions of miles in just seconds on an adventure-filled tour led by Jesse, an enthusiastic, knowledgeable – but inexperienced – tour guide, and Max, a highly advanced, fully-integrated onboard computer. Tours of the hottest hot spots and the coldest, stormiest and most spectacular sights in the solar system await curious space explorers of all ages.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Cartoons in the Dome: Mysteries of Your Brain
12:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday Feb. 1-28, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Jump into an animated adventure following a girl and her crow companion as they explore what makes the human brain so special. Together, you’ll zoom along the paths of neurons, find out how human and animal brains differ, and experience illusions on a grand scale! Along the way, you’ll learn how your brain makes you you and that, ultimately, we each have the power to change our brains.

Cartoons in the Dome is a changing monthly planetarium offering exploring art, history, culture and science. These immersive, full-dome cartoon movies are recommended for families with young children.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Sunset Meditation
1:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday Feb. 1-28, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
How do STEM workers, including NASA professionals, cope with stress? Meditation is a powerful tool for maintaining psychological health and resilience. Since the planetarium offers a dark and quiet space for relaxation, it is the perfect place for meditation. 

Enjoy a guided meditation experience and view an amazing sunset as you travel from the Grand Canyon to the North Pole. Then relax under a night sky filled with stars and glimpses of the Northern Lights.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Blink: Story Time in the Dome  
10:30-11:30 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 5, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Enjoy captivating storytelling in the Thomas Planetarium. Classic and modern tales come to life in the planetarium’s immersive experience with a live storyteller. Blink engages young children through open-ended play, hands-on workshops, storytelling, art, and science. Best for ages 5 and under. Included with museum admission.

Cartoons in the Dome: Mysteries of Your Brain
12:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 6, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Jump into an animated adventure following a girl and her crow companion as they explore what makes the human brain so special. Together, you’ll zoom along the paths of neurons, find out how human and animal brains differ, and experience illusions on a grand scale! Along the way, you’ll learn how your brain makes you you and that, ultimately, we each have the power to change our brains.

Cartoons in the Dome is a changing monthly planetarium offering exploring art, history, culture and science. These immersive, full-dome cartoon movies are recommended for families with young children.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members.

Sunset Meditation
1:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 6, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
How do STEM workers, including NASA professionals, cope with stress? Meditation is a powerful tool for maintaining psychological health and resilience. Since the planetarium offers a dark and quiet space for relaxation, it is the perfect place for meditation. 

Enjoy a guided meditation experience and view an amazing sunset as you travel from the Grand Canyon to the North Pole. Then relax under a night sky filled with stars and glimpses of the Northern Lights.

$6 plus museum admission; $3 for museum members. 

Rapid Space Shorts: Sizing Up Space
6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 & 8:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 6, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Distances in space are difficult to grasp. How big is the distance between the Earth and the sun – or between the sun and the other planets? Discover the light-year, the very large “ruler” that scientists use to measure the size of space. Be amazed by the ever-increasing distances to the nearest stars, the the edge of the Milky Way and to the farthest galaxies in the universe.

Rapid Space Shorts are short planetarium experiences that range from constellation tours of the night sky to cruising around the solar system to learning about light and the aurora borealis and many other astronomy topics. 

Free, but ticket required. Available at the front desk after 6 p.m.

Led Zeppelin Cosmic Light Show
5:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 13, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Be transported by mood-altering art and graphics choreographed to Led Zeppelin’s biggest hits, including Whole Lotta Love, Immigrant Song, and Ramble On. This immersive experience plays out on the museum’s full-dome planetarium screen in concert with a state-of-the-art sound system.

$10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members.

Audience advisory: Adult subject matter. Recommended for ages 10 and up. This experience includes loud music, flashing lights, simulated motion, and other sensory-stimulating effects. 

Two Small Pieces of Glass
3:30, 4:30 and 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 19, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Trace the history of the telescope from Galileo’s modification to a child’s spyglass – using two small pieces of glass – to the launch of NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope and the future of astronomy. Explore the wonder and discovery made by astronomers throughout the last 400 years.

Third Thursday Half-Price Special: $3 plus museum admission; $1.50 for museum members. 

Pink Floyd: Dark Side of the Moon
5:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 20, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Immerse yourself in Pink Floyd’s Dark Side of the Moon. This full-dome light and music show expands on the classic album through captivating HD graphics. It’s not a typical laser show but the next generation of computer-generated imagery.

$10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members.

Audience advisory: Adult subject matter. Recommended for ages 10 and up. This experience includes loud music, flashing lights, simulated motion, and other sensory-stimulating effects. 

Pink Floyd: The Wall
5:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 27, Discovery Center, Thomas Planetarium
Lose yourself in Pink Floyd’s masterpiece The Wall. This full-dome light and music show interprets this classic album through mesmerizing HD graphics. It’s not a typical laser show but the next generation of computer-generated imagery.

$10, includes museum admission; $5 for museum members.

Audience advisory: Adult subject matter. Recommended for ages 10 and up. This experience includes loud music, flashing lights, simulated motion, and other sensory-stimulating effects. 

Private Planetarium Experience
5:30-6:30 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Feb. 1-28, Thomas Planetarium & Innovation Zone
Come and explore the Thomas Planetarium when it's closed to the public. Each program is a private, educator-led, interactive experience for all ages.

Includes museum admission for up to 6 participants, a private screening of a planetarium movie, and a hands-on S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math) activity. Choose from our selection of Interactive Quests, or our Movie & Making offerings: click here.

$100 fee per group, per event; $50 for museum members.

Registration required at least 24 hours in advance.

Email planetarium@anchoragemuseum.org for information about larger groups. 
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Dena’ina Ełnena 
Now on view in the Gottstein Learning Center, Second Floor, West Wing
Stretching from the Kenai Peninsula, reaching north beyond Talkeetna, and extending westward to the Upper Stony River, the traditional homeland of the Dena’ina people covers more than 41,000 square miles across Southcentral Alaska. This installation of murals created by Iñupiaq artist and graphic designer Katie O’Connor highlights three locations of importance to the Eklutna Dena’ina of the Anchorage area: Susni Kaq’ (Susitna River) to the west, Dgheyaytnu (Ship Creek) to the north, and Idluytnu (Eklutna) to the east.

Arctic Sculpture: Ivory Carvings from the Anchorage Museum Collection
On view through January 2026, Atrium Mezzanine, Second Floor, East Wing
Arctic Sculpture celebrates the connection between walrus and Alaska Native people who have skillfully carved and sculpted walrus ivory for millennia. On view are varied examples of ivory forms from Inuit and Saint Lawrence Island Yupik cultures, including items made for leisure, trade, and tourism like cribbage boards and model ships, as well as original works of art. Visitors will appreciate intricate scrimshaw, as well as expertly carved figurines representing Arctic birds, marine mammals, humans, and the spirit realm.

Kerry Tasker: Cloud Chamber, 2025 
On view nightly from sunset to 10 p.m. through Jan. 14, 2026, Anchorage Museum Facade
Kerry Tasker’s Cloud Chamber installation series immerses viewers in a dynamic, living glacial landscape shaped by light, time, and sound. Tasker pairs long-exposure images and large-scale projections across the museum’s facade with an original soundscape by Ivan Night, composed from field recordings of melting glacial ice. Together, they reveal the shifting and vulnerable nature of Alaska’s glacial bodies. 

Roman Dial: Crossings
On view through Feb. 15, 2026, Atrium, First Floor, East Wing
Roman Dial has been traversing Alaska’s peaks, tundra, and rivers since the 1970s, documenting his hiking, bicycling, boating, skiing, and ice-skating adventures through photographs. This exhibition presents these images, which record changing landscapes, equipment, and approaches to outdoor travel and commemorate some of Alaska’s most well-known characters in the mountaineering and backcountry world.

Taylor Roades: Alaska’s Rust Rivers
On view through Feb. 15, 2026, South Hallway, Family Galleries, First Floor, East Wing
In the remote western Brooks Range of Alaska, permafrost is thawing at an unprecedented rate and exposing the pyrite-rich bedrock to water and oxygen. As a result, rivers and tributaries now flow bright orange with oxidized iron and sulfuric acid. Canadian photographer Taylor Roades (b. 1990) captures this transformation through aerial and on-the-ground documentation. 

Second Nature: Photography in the Age of the Anthropocene 
On view through April 5, 2026, ConocoPhillips Arctic Gallery, Second Floor, West Wing
Second Nature features images by 43 artists from around the world who have pushed technological boundaries and developed conceptual approaches to image-making that constitute a rupture in the traditions of the medium of photography. This transformation, which included the widespread use of digital technologies in the early 2000s, coincided with the emergence of the term Anthropocene. Artists used the new tools at their disposal to render a transformed world and developed a new visual language to capture it. By doing so, they created myriad approaches to representing the land, collectively reckoning with what it means to live on Earth in this age.

Dog Show
On view through April 5, 2026, Patricia B. Wolf Family Galleries, First Floor, East Wing
Dog Show is a celebration of human-dog relationships across geography and time. The exhibition examines the histories of dogs in the Circumpolar North, their importance to regional lifeways and culture, and their role in contemporary life across the US as pets, helpers, and family members. Contemporary and historical artworks, cultural belongings, archival images, and ephemera from Canada, Greenland, Norway, and the Lower 48 showcase how dogs have shaped our place and society, illuminating the many ways we understand affective and relational bonds between people and animals. Family-friendly interactives, outdoor art installations and experiences, and robust programming will accompany the in-gallery experience of Dog Show.

Cold War to the Cosmos: Distant Early Warning Systems and the Arctic
On view through Sept. 6, 2026, Third Floor, West Wing
As tensions rose between the U.S. and the Soviet Union, the Arctic became a buffer zone and battleground. Cold War to the Cosmos reveals Alaska’s central role in global surveillance, military strategy, and the cultural dimensions of the Cold War. From the construction of the Distant Early Warning (DEW) Line to the legacy of abstract art as ideological weaponry, the exhibition brings together historic imagery, technological artifacts, and powerful works of art to examine how Cold War ambitions reshaped our physical and imaginative landscapes. The exhibition also looks beyond the Cold War, connecting past to present through today’s renewed space race, advances in surveillance, and our ongoing fascination with extraterrestrial life and planetary survival.

Tricksters and Sourdoughs: Humor and Identity in Alaska
On view through October 4, 2026, Northern Narratives Gallery, Second Floor, East Wing
Tricksters and Sourdoughs examines the distinctive ways Alaskans use humor as a survival tool, coping mechanism, and vehicle for creating and sharing culture. This exhibition considers laughter as a powerful means of resistance and social critique as well as release, affirmation, and connection. Incorporating Alaska Native contemporary art, cartoons, ephemera, films, memes, and other elements of Alaska pop culture, Tricksters and Sourdoughs offers a rich and varied portrait of Alaska identity by revealing what makes us chuckle, cringe, and nod in recognition.


[bookmark: _Ref180075533]PERMANENT EXHIBITIONS

Alaska Exhibition
Alaska is a land of contrasts and extremes, a complex social and natural landscape that lends itself to myth and cliché. The Alaska exhibition tells the story of Alaska through multiple voices and perspectives, reflecting the ingenuity, technology, ways of knowing and intimate understanding of the landscape that have allowed people to survive and thrive across the North. The exhibition is organized by 13 themes reflecting essential aspects of life in Alaska, both today and throughout the state’s rich history. These themes reveal the identity of Alaska and its people. On view are more than 400 objects from the Anchorage Museum’s collections, including several acquired or on loan especially for this new exhibition. Visitors experience immersive installations throughout the exhibition with elements of sculpture, video, soundscapes, moving images and cinematic narratives with participative moments. The visitor journey follows an intuitive clockwise path that begins and ends at the same point. Visitors move forward in time, exploring themes and absorbing Alaska’s history as it relates to contemporary issues. At the heart of the gallery is a central space for hosting artists and performances, welcoming school groups, conducting readings, engaging in storytelling and gathering for events. A complementary gallery for temporary exhibitions related to Northern narratives is located next door. Together, these elements invite visitors to consider for themselves what Alaska really is – what is real, what is myth and what lives in that place in between.

Art of the North 
The Art of the North galleries, located in the museum’s Rasmuson Wing, present the museum’s art collection from the perspectives of American art and an international North. Paintings, sculpture, photography, video and other media offer varied perceptions of the Northern landscape through historical and contemporary depictions of both land and people. These galleries deliver a compelling narrative for the North. Documentary works from expedition artists, Romantic landscapes by 19th and 20th century painters and works by contemporary artists for whom landscape reflects a place in transition are presented. 

Living Our Cultures, Sharing Our Heritage: The First Peoples of Alaska
The Smithsonian Institution has loaned hundreds of indigenous Alaska artifacts to their place of origin, allowing access for hands-on study by Alaska Native elders, artists and scholars and viewing by museum visitors. These cultural and historical treasures are exhibited in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center at the Anchorage Museum. The center’s main exhibition, Living Our Cultures, Sharing Our Heritage: The First Peoples of Alaska, features more than 600 objects from the Smithsonian’s collections that were selected and interpreted with help from Alaska Native advisers. The exhibition includes two multimedia installations: A video installation about contemporary Alaska Native life plays on seven large, flat-screen TVs, while a 3-D sound installation along the west wall immerses visitors in the Arctic through recordings of Alaska Native storytellers and soundscapes of Alaska’s environment. In addition to its gallery space, the 10,000-square-foot center encourages research about Alaska through an archaeology laboratory and a community room where Alaska Native Elders, artists and scholars can study heritage objects up close. The Arctic Studies Center, established in 1988, is a federal research and education program focusing on peoples, history, archaeology and cultures across the circumpolar North. The center is part of the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of Natural History. In 1994, the center partnered with the Anchorage Museum to open an Anchorage office. 
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The Anchorage Museum’s mission is to be a museum of people, place, planet, and potential, in and of the North, with creativity and imagination for what is possible.

WINTER HOURS
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday
Noon to 6 p.m. Sunday
Closed Mondays
Extended hours to 9 p.m. Fridays October – April

SUMMER HOURS
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily through Sept. 30, including holidays.
Extended hours to 9 p.m. First Fridays 

*Hours subject to change, check anchoragemuseum.org/visit
 
FREE FIRST FRIDAYS
Enjoy free admission 6-9 p.m. every First Friday
 
BANK OF AMERICA MUSEUMS ON US
Bank of America cardholders enjoy one free museum general admission on the first Saturday and Sunday of every month with credit or debit card and photo ID. Special exhibition fees still apply. Bank of America cardholders also receive a 10% discount on Anchorage Museum Store purchases on this day. No other discounts apply.
 
ONSITE PARKING
Public parking is available in the underground garage on evenings and weekends for a fee. Parking for people with disabilities available daily. Pay parking fees at garage pay box.
 
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE
Visitors with disabilities who need special assistance may call 907-929-9254.

# # #
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