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NEWS
Winter Hours in Effect

The Anchorage Museum has transitioned to its fall/winter schedule with open hours 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday, with extended hours through 9 p.m. Fridays; and Noon to 6 p.m. Sundays. The museum is closed Mondays. Admission is free from 6-9 p.m. on the first Friday of the month year round.

Chatter Marks Podcast New Episode:

Transforming Public Culture Around Climate Change

Miranda Massie speaks about her work as director and founder of the THE CLIMATE MUSEUM in New York City. The Climate Museum uses the power of arts and cultural programming to create an ongoing and progressive conversation surrounding the climate. Chatter Marks is a podcast of the Anchorage Museum. Now available wherever you listen. 

Park Your Bench Here

Have you seen the new pavilion at SEED LAB? This project was conceived during the height of the Covid-19 pandemic to consider what outdoor co-work and collaboration spaces could look like in Anchorage. The end result is a transportable space made from 18 benches removed from the now-shuttered Northway Mall. Intrinsic Landscapes designed and fabricated the structure to fit within a typical 9-foot by 20-foot parking space - allowing it to be easily be deployed in any urban environment with parking.
NOVEMBER EVENTS
Member Preview: Lines of Sight & Salmon Culture 

6 - 8 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 1, First Floor, Atrium 
Join curators and artists on the floor for a special member preview and tour of Salmon Culture and Lines of Sight, opening to the public on Friday, Nov. 3. Start in the Atrium at 6 p.m. with drinks, appetizers, and opening remarks by our team of curators. Following the introduction, members will be able to experience the exhibition with curators and artists on the floor. 

Lines of Sight sponsor BOSCO’S will be in the atrium with comics giveaways for members of all ages. This is open to VIP, Insider, and Family Plus members. For more information, please contact Kendra Harvey at membership@anchoragemuseum.org. 
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Opening Night of Lines of Sight: Comic Art and Storytelling in Alaska
6 - 9 p.m. Friday, Nov. 3, First Floor, West Wing, Patricia B. Wolf Family Galleries 

Join curators and artists on the floor to celebrate the opening of Lines of Sight: Comic Art and Storytelling in Alaska. Featuring the work of artists and comic illustrators David Brame, Dimi Macheras, and Nathan Shafer, this exhibition celebrates visual storytelling and empowers young audiences to create and share their own comics. Visitors are invited to explore myriad comic universes and learn the process behind how comics are made through interactive drawing and storytelling activities. Curators and artists will give remarks at 6:30 p.m, and artists will be on the floor and available for informal conversation. Visit exhibition sponsor BOSCO’S at their table in the atrium to learn more about the local comics scene.
Opening Night of Salmon Culture
6 - 9 p.m. Friday, Nov. 3, Second Floor, East Wing, ConocoPhillips Arctic Gallery
Join curators and artists on the floor to celebrate the opening of Salmon Culture. The exhibition celebrates the connections between salmon and Alaska Native peoples, and honors salmon as a resource that has nourished communities physically and spiritually for thousands of years. Salmon Culture is organized by a circle of Alaska Native artists, culture bearers, and activists whose traditions are connected to salmon: Anna Hoover, Nadia Jackinsky-Sethi, Erin Gingrich, Rochelle Adams, Drew Michael, and Ilegvak. Curators and artists will give remarks at 7 p.m, and artists will be on the floor and available for informal conversation.

First Friday at the Anchorage Museum
6 - 9 p.m. Friday, Nov. 3, Anchorage Museum

It’s First Friday! Bring the whole family to enjoy free admission to the galleries, create in the Art Lab, or view rapid space shorts in the planetarium. This November First Friday come and see the opening of our latest exhibition, Lines of Sight: Comic Art and Storytelling in Alaska.
Art Lab – First Friday Free Create in the Art Lab
6 - 8 p.m. Friday, Nov. 3, Anchorage Museum Discovery Center Art Lab
Feeling inspired by the Anchorage Museum? Let your imagination soar while you paint, draw, and create in the Art Lab. Join us during First Friday hours to freely create and gather with the community in a fun and judgement-free zone. Open to all ages, all children must be accompanied by an adult. 

Thomas Planetarium - Rapid Space Shorts

6:30 p.m, 7 p.m, 7:30 p.m, 8 p.m, 8:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 3, Thomas Planetarium
These quick planetarium experiences range from constellation tours of the night sky and cruising around the solar system to learning about light and the aurora borealis. Free; ticket required and available at the front desk after 6 p.m.
Muse Restaurant – Museum Lobby

MUSE by Crush Bistro will be open from 6 - 9 p.m. Friday, Nov. 3, offering a $15 small bites buffet, as well as beer, wine and non-alcoholic beverages. 
Docent-led Gallery Talk: Rockwell Kent
7:30 Friday, Nov. 3, Third Floor, East Wing, Art of the North Galleries, South Gallery 
Join us in the South Gallery, located in the Art of the North galleries, for a docent-led gallery talk about Rockwell Kent. Kent is believed to be the first American artist to paint what is now Kenai Fjords National Park. No registration required. Free.
Docent-led Gallery Talk: Tlingit and Haida Objects
6:30, 7:00, & 7:30 Friday, Nov. 3 Second Floor, West Wing, Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center 
Join us in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center for a docent gallery talk about Tlingit and Haida objects. Both Tlingit and Haida peoples' traditional homeland is in Southeast Alaska. No registration required. Free.
In Context: Alaska Natives and Tribes: Rural and Urban
6 - 8 p.m. Friday, Nov. 3, First Floor, Auditorium 
What is a tribe? How does that affect one’s citizenship? How does it relate to blood quantum? Many Alaska Natives come across these questions in relation to their identity. Local, state, federal and tribal governments have and continue to define aspects of Alaska Native identity. These definitions often result in tangible outcomes, affecting Alaska Native rights and day-to-day community life. Join Paul Ongtooguk in this structured lecture and discussion on various topics regarding Alaska Native identity. This talk will be in a format that encourages discussion amongst audience members. Free, drop-in program.

ABOUT THE SPEAKER
 
Paul Ongtooguk is of Inupiat heritage. First graduating from high school in Nome, Ongtooguk later obtained degrees in religion & philosophy and history from the University of Washington. His career has taken him teaching throughout Northwest Alaska, the University of Pennsylvania and as a visiting lecturer at Darthmouth through the Gordon Russell Fellowship. Ongtooguk recently retired as the director of the Alaska Native Studies Program from the University of Alaska Anchorage in 2022. 

Bank of America Museums on Us
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 4 & noon – 6 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 5

Bank of America cardholders enjoy one free museum general admission on the first weekend of the month with BoA credit or debit card and photo ID. Special exhibition fees still apply. BoA cardholders also receive a 10% discount on purchases at the Anchorage Museum Store on this day. No other discounts apply. 
Repair & Reuse: Reusable Cloth Gift Wrapping
5:30 p.m. doors; 6:30-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 8 Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave, Anchorage 
Learn how to turn leftover or favorite fabrics into gift wrapping and make a few reusable cloth gift bags to take home. Students welcome to bring fabric to use for this workshop, or use the supplies provided. Have sewing resources to share? Add spare material, surplus thread and other craft items to the community resource table and take home something you need. Free; Registration recommended.

We are opening early for a bit of community mending; Arrive as early as 5:30 with your specific project to connect, ask questions, and share repair skills with others. Guided demonstration begins at 6:30 p.m. 

Repair & Reuse workshops are building a culture of repair, working to transform our culture into one that repairs more readily than it purchases, to create a more sustainable community. Workshops on mending, repairing outdoor gear, upcycling and object fixing, along with the sharing of how-to skillsets, help remind all of us that low-cost repairs help the climate. Themes change monthly. 
Adult Art Class: Lost Wax Casting 
4 - 7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 10, Discovery Center, Art Lab
9 - 5 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 11, Discovery Center, Art Lab
Noon - 5 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 12, Discovery Center, Art Lab
Learn how to make small metal objects or jewelry in this lost wax casting class taught by metalsmith Art Koeninger. Over three days, an original model is sculpted in wax, then encased in a special plaster mold. After the wax is burnt out, the resulting cavity is injected with molten silver. The one-of-a-kind casting is then finished & polished. Students can later pursue this technique without a large investment in equipment, as there are casting services available at a reasonable cost. Space is limited, registration required. $165. Ages 18+. 

Class takes place over three sessions; registration is for all three sessions. Registration includes use of all tools and supplies (waxes, plaster, patinas, sandpaper, saw blades, etc.). Silver and some cabochon stones available at cost. Check out some past student castings. Students may provide their own tools & materials, including stones. Old silver and gold can be melted for casting. Questions can be sent to rpottebaum@anchoragemuseum.org. 
Sensory-Friendly and Access Morning
11 a.m. - noon. Sunday, Nov. 12, Atrium, Discovery Center, First Floor Galleries 
This self-directed, drop-in session is an opportunity for families and adults who experience developmental and/or physical disabilities, and those on the autism spectrum, to visit the museum when it is closed to the public. 

The atrium, first floor galleries, and Discovery Center will be open. A safe space is available, and an adult must accompany visitors under the age of 18. 

$5 per family/group, museum members receive a 10% discount. Limited capacity. Advance registration is strongly recommended. Walk-in registration will only be available if capacity allows and if paying by credit card.

Use the museum’s 7th Avenue entrance. Parking is available in the museum garage. For more information or to request accommodations, please call (907) 929-9258 or email access@anchoragemuseum.org.
Vital & Creative: Lost Wax Casting Class for Ages 55+ 
1 - 4 p.m. Monday, Nov. 13, Discovery Center, Art Lab
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Tuesday, Nov .14, Discovery Center, Art Lab
Noon - 5 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 15, Discovery Center, Art Lab 
Learn how to make small metal objects or jewelry in this lost wax casting class taught by metalsmith Art Koeninger in this Vital + Creative session for adults 55+. Over three days, an original model is sculpted in wax, then encased in a special plaster mold. After the wax is burnt out, the resulting cavity is injected with molten silver. The one-of-a-kind casting is then finished & polished. Students can later pursue this technique without a large investment in equipment, as there are casting services available at a reasonable cost. Space is limited, registration required. $165. 

Class takes place over three sessions; registration is for all three sessions. Registration includes use of all tools and supplies (waxes, plaster, patinas, sandpaper, saw blades, etc.). Silver and some cabochon stones available at cost. Check out some past student castings. Students may provide their own tools & materials, including stones. Old silver and gold can be melted for casting. 
Vital + Creative classes are materials-based explorations for ages 55+. Questions can be sent to rpottebaum@anchoragemuseum.org. 
Members Only: Behind-the-Scenes Tour
5:30 - 7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 15, Meet in Lobby
Are you a museum member? Take advantage of a rare opportunity to learn about the work the Anchorage Museum does behind the scenes. Participants will spend 30 minutes each with the directors of the curatorial, exhibitions, collections, and programs departments to learn about the hidden side of the museum field. Space is very limited; register early. Open to all membership levels. 
Members Only: Intertidal Tank Talk 
6 - 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 16 Discovery Center 
Come and explore the wonderful world of life underwater. Join animal care staff Ruth Posta and Nicole Abeln, the museum’s animal care manager, for this in-person program at the museum’s intertidal tank. Observe animals as they emerge from their favorite hiding places during a live tank feed, and have a hands-on meeting with sea stars and urchins.
AHS & CIHS Present: The Alaska Historical Society Lecture And Discussion Series - Americanization Of Alaska
7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 16 In-person in Auditorium; Online via Crowdcast 
Join the Alaska Historical Society and Cook Inlet Historical Society for the second of a four-part lecture and panel series about major public policy issues facing Alaska to create a more productive environment in which to arrive at sound public policy. 

Beginning with the 1867 transfer of Alaska from Russian to American control, the federal government extended its administration over the territory. Was this “Americanization” positive, with new government services, or an unwelcome colonization? Americanization had both enormously positive and negative impacts which continue today. The unsettled relationship between the federal government, the state and Native groups deserves closer discussion as Alaskans consider ideas such as resource management and policies relating to Alaska Natives under the federal trust.

Panelists Ross Cohen, Mary Ehrlander, Ian Hartman and Charles Wohlforth weigh in before taking questions from a live and online audience. Free. Use the museum’s 7th Avenue entrance to enter.

The AHS is Alaska’s largest statewide organization dedicated to the informed exchange of ideas through a factual appreciation of Alaska’s history. It is partnering with the Cook Inlet Historical Society and the Anchorage Museum on the series. The Atwood Foundation has provided a generous grant to cover costs. Other supporting organizations include the League of Women Voters, the University of Alaska Anchorage Seawolf Debate Program and OLE!, an Anchorage-based nonprofit which offers educational classes.
About the Panelists
Ross Cohen is a lecturer in the Department of History at the University of Washington. He is also editor of Alaska History (AHS Journal), the semi-annual journal of the Alaska Historical Society. 

Mary Ehlander is an emeritus professor of history at the University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) and former director of the Arctic and Northern Studies Program at UAF. She is the author of numerous books and publications, including Walter Harper, Alaska’s Native Sun, and Equal Educational Opportunity: Brown’s Elusive Mandate.

Ian Hartman is a professor and chair of the history department at the University of Alaska Anchorage. He teaches modern American history with an emphasis on issues related to economic and racial inequality.

Charles Wohlforth was an Anchorage Daily News reporter from 1988 to 1992 and wrote a regular opinion column from 2015 until 2019. He served two terms on the Anchorage Assembly. He is the author of a dozen books about Alaska, science, history and the environment. 
How to Survive Artist Spotlight: Martha Atienza and Ellie Schmidt 
5 p.m. Friday, Nov. 17, Online via Facebook Live
Join us for a series of virtual talks/Q&A sessions with artists featured in How to Survive as they consider their practice in relation to climate change and care. This month’s session features Martha Atienza and Ellie Schmidt. Atienza is an artist who primarily uses installations and videos to convey pressing issues in her direct environment. Schmidt is an interdisciplinary artist whose work is grounded in feminist theory and marine ecology. Both join Anchorage Museum Chief Curator Francesca Du Brock in conversation about climate hope and care. Free via Facebook Live; no account required.
ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Martha Atienza lives and works in Bantayan Island, Philippines. Her creative practice is rooted in her ecological and cultural concerns, as she studies the intricate interplay between local traditions, human subjectivity, society, and the environment. Atienza's multicultural upbringing has shaped her artistic focus, which is primarily expressed through installation and video art as a means of documenting and questioning pressing issues in her direct environment, often taking on an almost sociological nature. Her work has been exhibited globally, such as the Istanbul Biennial, Bangkok Art Biennale, Honolulu Biennial, and Asia Pacific Triennial of Contemporary Art. In 2022, her solo exhibition "The Protectors" inaugurated Silverlens New York.

Ellie Schmidt is an interdisciplinary artist grounded in feminist theory and marine ecology. Her practice includes nonfiction film, large scale wood cuts, underwater photography, installation, sculpture, and “comic poetry.” By overlaying women’s stories with instances of environmental degradation, she seeks to understand the emotional landscapes of love and loss. Schmidt fulfilled an open study Fulbright grant in Fiji researching stories of female fishermen in 2022–23. She holds a BA from Carleton College and an MFA from the University of Michigan. She is currently a PhD candidate in Media Arts + Practice at the University of Southern California.
Members Only: Collaborative Mornings  
11 a.m. - Noon. Sunday, Nov. 19, Discovery Center, CoLab 
Enjoy morning treats and creative making activities in CoLab, the Museum’s all-ages space for collaboration. Available at these membership levels: Family Plus, Family Museum Insider and VIP. Registration required. 

Crafted in Alaska
Thanksgiving Weekend, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday, Nov. 24 & Saturday, Nov. 25, Atrium
Shop a curated mix of dozens of handmade products including jewelry, textile and fabric art, pottery, printed designs and more. Buy direct from Alaska's vibrant community of makers, designers, and artists. Festive music and décor add to the atmosphere. A portion of the proceeds support Anchorage Museum programs and exhibitions. Members get 10% on all purchases. Enjoy free admission both days.
Member Planetarium Screening: Mars — The Ultimate Voyage
5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 28, Discovery Center, Planetarium 
What will it take to get astronauts to Mars – and back – safely? This new planetarium production highlights NASA research and training initiatives that are preparing the next generation of astronauts to head to Mars. Learn how creativity, collaboration, communication, and expertise in a diverse number of fields are key for the success of deep space travel. Appropriate for ages 10+. Open to Family Plus, Insider, and VIP members. Registration required.
Make It at Seed Lab: Open Workshop
6 - 8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 29, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave, Anchorage
Do you have a project you’ve been dreaming up but are lacking the right space or tool?  Come work on your project in community at Seed Lab. Whether you’re upcycling some furniture or simply looking for some experienced help with your project, this open-session workshop has the garage space, the tools and the community you might need to get going. Drop in to learn or practice tool skills on salvaged scraps, or bring all the materials you need and work independently. Work time from 6 - 8 p.m; Cleanup from 8 - 8:30 p.m. All participants must be 18+ and sign a tool waiver from Tool Library @ Seed Lab. Free. Registration recommended but not required.
DECEMBER EVENTS
First Friday at the Anchorage Museum
6 - 9 p.m. Friday, Dec. 1, Anchorage Museum

Welcome back to the museum for First Friday! Bring the whole family to enjoy free admission to the galleries, create in the Art Lab, or view rapid space shorts in the planetarium. Also on display are new exhibitions Lines of Sight: Comic Art and Storytelling in Alaska on the first floor, and Salmon Culture on the second floor. More First Friday events listed below:
Art Lab – First Friday Free Create in the Art Lab
6 - 8 p.m.

Feeling inspired by the Anchorage Museum? Let your imagination soar while you paint, draw, and create in the Art Lab. Join us during First Friday hours to freely create and gather with the community in a fun and judgement-free zone. Open to all ages; all children must be accompanied by an adult. 

Thomas Planetarium - Rapid Space Shorts

6:30 p.m, 7 p.m, 7:30 p.m, 8 p.m, 8:30 p.m.

These quick planetarium experiences range from constellation tours of the night sky and cruising around the solar system to learning about light and the aurora borealis. Free; ticket required and available at the front desk after 6 p.m.
Muse Restaurant – Museum Lobby

MUSE by Crush Bistro will be open from 6 - 9 p.m. offering a $15 small bites buffet, as well as beer, wine and non-alcoholic beverages. 
Curatorial Tour: Alaska from Above: The Art of Bradford Washburn
6:15 p.m. Friday, Dec. 1, Second Floor, East Wing, Northern Narratives Gallery
Join Anchorage Museum Curator of Indigenous Art and Initiatives John Hagen and Assistant Curator Rachel Boesenberg for a tour of the exhibition Alaska from Above: The Art of Bradford Washburn. Learn about Washburn and his wife Barbara’s historic ascents of Alaska peaks and take a close look at Washburn’s camera, mountaineering gear, and scenes from camp life. Registration not required.
Understanding Comics with John Weddleton of BOSCO’S
7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 1, First Floor, Auditorium
Are you a comic book lover? Have you always wanted to know more about the history of comics and the techniques used by artists? Join John Weddleton, owner of BOSCO’S, for a presentation about the history and techniques of comics, based on the best-selling book Understanding Comics: The Invisible Art by Scott McCloud. Presented in conjunction with the exhibition Lines of Sight: Comic Art and Storytelling in Alaska.
Bank of America Museums on Us
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 2 & noon - 6 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 3

Bank of America cardholders enjoy one free museum general admission on the first weekend of the month with BoA credit or debit card and photo ID. Special exhibition fees still apply. BoA cardholders also receive a 10% discount on purchases at the Anchorage Museum Store on this day. No other discounts apply. 
Writing Workshop: In the Future There Are No Hospitals — Writing as Care Workers
6 - 8 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 6, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave, Anchorage
In We Do This ‘Til We Free Us, Mariame Kaba writes, “First, when we set about trying to transform society, we must remember that we ourselves will also need to transform. Our imagination of what a different world can be is limited … Let’s ask, what can we imagine for ourselves and the world?” 

In this two-hour generative writing workshop, attendees will consider the ways in which they give and receive care and will imagine futures in which care work outside institutions is abundant and central to everyday life. Designed for self-identifying femme individuals, participants will write and read to each other using prompts from the zine “In the Future There Are No Hospitals.” Free. Space is limited, registration required. 
Sensory-Friendly and Access Morning
11 a.m. - noon. Sunday, Dec. 10, Atrium, First Floor galleries, Discovery Center 
This self-directed drop-in session is an opportunity for families and adults who experience developmental and/or physical disabilities, and those on the autism spectrum, to visit the museum when it is closed to the public. 

The atrium, first-floor galleries, and the Discovery Center will be open. A safe space is available, and an adult must accompany visitors under the age of 18. 

$5 per family/group, museum members receive a 10% discount. Limited capacity. Advance registration is strongly recommended. Walk-in registration will only be available if capacity allows and if paying by credit card.

Use the museum’s 7th Avenue entrance. Parking is available in the museum garage. For more information or to request accommodations, please call (907) 929-9258 or email access@anchoragemuseum.org.
Repair & Reuse Workshop: Basic Darning Plus Stuffed Animal Surgery 
5:30 p.m. doors; 6:30-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 13, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave, Anchorage
Is your favorite stuffed friend having a rough time recovering from a bad tumble or a playdate with the family dog? Bring them in and we'll do our best to get them patched up and back in action. Learn darning and hand-mending techniques for flat or filled items. Children are welcome with adult supervision. 
Have sewing resources to share? Add spare material, surplus thread and other craft items to the community resource table and take home something you need. Share and trade with your community. Free to attend; registration required.
Repair & Reuse workshops are building a culture of repair, working to transform our culture into one that repairs more readily than it purchases, to create a more sustainable community. Workshops on mending, repairing outdoor gear, upcycling and object fixing, along with the sharing of how-to skillsets, help remind all of us that low-cost repairs help the climate. Themes change monthly.
Member Tour: Seed Lab 

5 - 6 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 14, Seed Lab, 111 W. 6th Ave, Anchorage 
Seed Lab is a space for programming, residencies, convening, events and exchange, shared with the community and a community of creatives. Come explore the Seed Lab building with an interactive tour led by Seed Lab Manager, Rebecca Pottebaum. 

Learn about the murals that brighten the outer walls and the initiatives that fuel the inside. Discuss upcoming projects as you check out the podcast studio and photography rooms. Join the tool library and learn about the projects of current artists-in-residence. Discover public programs on offer and learn about big picture initiatives in development. Registration required. Appropriate for Ages 8+. Open to all membership levels.
Members Only: All-Ages Painting Class
1 - 2:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 16, Discovery Center, Art Lab
Members are invited for a session with painter, and textile artist Jade Ariah. You’ll learn how to funnel inspiration into creative expression as well as the fundamentals of acrylic painting in this family-friendly class. Appropriate for ages 5+. Open to VIP, Family, and Insider levels. 

Not a member? Join today at anchoragemuseum.org/membership.
Members Only: Collaborative Mornings   
11 a.m. – noon. Sunday, Dec. 17, Discovery Center, CoLab
Enjoy morning treats and creative making activities in CoLab, the Museum’s all-ages space for collaboration. Available at these membership levels: Family Plus, Family Museum Insider and VIP. 
Member Planetarium Screening: Drifting North — Into the Polar Night
5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 19, Discovery Center, Planetarium 
Step out onto an ice floe in the middle of the Arctic Ocean as you watch and listen to scientists race the fading light as they set up one of the most ambitious international climate collaborations ever, MOSAiC. 

The Multidisciplinary drifting Observatory for the Study of Arctic Climate (MOSAiC) launched in September 2019. Led by the German Alfred Wegener Institute, the mission froze an icebreaker into the Central Arctic Ocean to better understand the remote region and the role it plays in global climate and weather patterns. 

Appropriate for ages 10+. Open to Family Plus, Insider, and VIP members.
Collaborations: Jewelry Stamping
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 26

Collaborations is a monthly workshop for teens and adults that provides an opportunity to explore a specific material or skill in-depth. In this workshop on jewelry stamping, learn the process of placing flat sheet metal in either blank or coil form into a stamping press, where a tool and dye surface form the metal into a net shape. $35, members $25. Registration required.  
Make It at Seed Lab: Open Workshop
6 - 8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 27, Seed Lab Garage, 111 W. 6th Ave, Anchorage 
Do you have a project you’ve been dreaming up but are lacking the right space or tool?  Come work on your project in community at Seed Lab. Whether you’re upcycling some furniture or simply looking for some experienced help with your project, this open-session workshop has the garage space, the tools and the community you might need to get going. Drop in to learn or practice tool skills on salvaged scraps, or bring all the materials you need and work independently. Work time from 6 - 8 p.m; Cleanup from 8 - 8:30 p.m. All participants must be 18+ and sign a tool waiver from Tool Library @ Seed Lab. Free. Registration recommended but not required. 
THOMAS PLANETARIUM
5000 Eyes: Mapping the Universe with DESI
3:30 – 4 p.m. Tuesday – Sunday, Nov. 1 – 30, Thomas Planetarium
The Dark Energy Spectroscopic Instrument (DESI) is creating the most detailed map of our nearby universe. Installed on the Mayall telescope on Kitt Peak in Southern Arizona, DESI’s 5000 independently operated robots can measure the light from thousands of galaxies at once. Join us as we explore the science, instrument, and people behind this global endeavor. 

$6 plus museum admission; Museum members receive 50% discount.
Rosetta
4:30 - 5 p.m. Tuesday – Sunday, Nov. 1 – 30, Thomas Planetarium
Catch a ride on a comet with the Rosetta spacecraft. For the first time ever, scientists have landed a spacecraft on the surface of a comet in the hopes of unlocking the mysteries of the universe. Featuring astronomer Klim Churyumov who, in 1969, discovered the comet Rosetta traveled to, the film tells us about the comet phenomenon, the discovery of the 67O comet, the mission of the Rosetta probe and the landing module Philae. Above all, the film speaks about the questions which humanity is seeking to answer far away among the stars.

$6 plus museum admission; Museum members receive 50% discount.
Cartoons in the Dome: Exoplanets
12:30 - 1 p.m. Saturday & Sunday, Nov. 1 - 30, Thomas Planetarium
12:30 - 1 p.m. Friday, Nov. 10, Thomas Planetarium
12:30 - 1 p.m. Friday, Nov. 24, Thomas Planetarium
Go planet hunting outside our solar system. Visit gas giants in a deadly dance with their host stars, frozen rogue planets hurling through space, and new planets drifting within the Goldilocks Zone, an area where scientists believe Earth-like worlds may exist.

$6 plus museum admission; Museum members receive 50% discount.

Cartoons in the Dome is a changing monthly planetarium offering exploring art, history, culture, and science. These immersive, full-dome cartoon movies are recommended for families with children.
Mayan Archeoastronomy: Observers of the Universe
1:30 - 2 p.m. Saturday & Sunday, Nov. 1 - 30, Thomas Planetarium
1:30 - 2 p.m. Friday, Nov. 10, Thomas Planetarium
1:30 - 2 p.m. Friday, Nov. 24, Thomas Planetarium
Intertwining science and mythology, this show takes you on a poetic journey through how the Mayans have viewed and understood the Universe throughout their history. This is the first show fully animated for planetariums made in Mexico and financed by the National Council of Science and Technology of Mexico. 

$6 plus museum admission; Museum members receive 50% discount.
Private Planetarium Experience
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Friday - Sunday, Nov. 1 – 30, Thomas Planetarium & Innovation Zone
Looking for something to do with a small party? Each private planetarium experience is an educator-led, interactive experience for groups of 2-6 people ages 7 and older. 

$80 fee per event; Museum members receive 50% discount. Experience fee includes museum admission for up to 6 participants, a private screening of a planetarium movie, and a guided hands-on activity. 

Tickets will not be sold past 4 p.m. for screenings on the same day.

Choose the option that works best for your small group:

Option 1: Interactive Quest – Moon Adventure
With the planetarium movie Capcom Go! The Apollo Story, discover the achievements of the Apollo program and what it took to send humans to the moon. Investigate the future of moon exploration by playing a collaborative, STEM-based game. Assume the role of astronauts living on the moon, researching, and performing experiments. Then, when a moonquake causes significant damage to your life support systems, work as a team to solve a series of challenges to survive.

Option 2: Movie & Making – Investigating Light
With the planetarium movie Seeing, follow a photon’s creation and journey across the galaxy and into a young stargazer’s eye to reveal the wonder of sight. The photon’s journey includes full-dome imagery featuring humanity, landscapes, skyscapes, wildlife and space imagery. Narrated by Neil deGrasse Tyson, PhD, and based on the PBS documentary SIGHT. After the movie, create your own colorful work of art using various color-mixing techniques.
Blink: Storytime in the Dome
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 2, Thomas Planetarium
Enjoy captivating storytelling in the Thomas Planetarium. Classic and modern tales come to life in the planetarium’s immersive experience with a live storyteller. Blink engages young children through open-ended play, hands-on workshops, storytelling, art, and science. Best for ages 7 and younger. Included with admission.
Rapid Space Shorts
6:30 p.m, 7 p.m, 7:30 p.m, 8 p.m, 8:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 3, Thomas Planetarium
These quick planetarium experiences range from constellation tours of the night sky and cruising around the solar system to learning about light and the aurora borealis.

Free; ticket required and available at the front desk after 6 p.m.
Mars: The Ultimate Voyage
3:30 – 4 p.m. Tuesday – Sunday, Dec. 1 – 31, Thomas Planetarium
What will it take to get astronauts to Mars – and back – safely? This new planetarium production highlights NASA research and training initiatives that are preparing the next generation of astronauts to head to Mars. Learn how creativity, collaboration, communication, and expertise in a diverse number of fields are key for the success of deep space travel. 

$6 plus museum admission; Museum members receive 50% discount.
Kiuguyat: The Northern Lights
4:30 – 5 p.m. Tuesday – Sunday, Dec. 1 – 31, Thomas Planetarium
The Northern Lights are a familiar and welcome sight for many Indigenous peoples of Alaska. During the winter months, those living above the Arctic Circle are treated to a magical display of vibrant colors and movements, as these lights fill the entire sky. Learn from Alaska Natives as they teach you the stories, celebrations, and science of Kiuguyat: The Northern Lights.
$6 plus museum admission; Museum members receive 50% discount.
Cartoons in the Dome: Dinosaur – Passage to Pangaea
12:30 – 1:15 p.m. Saturday & Sunday, Dec. 1 – 31, Thomas Planetarium
12:30 – 1:15 p.m. Friday, Dec. 22, Thomas Planetarium
12:30 – 1:15 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 26, Thomas Planetarium
12:30 – 1:15 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 27, Thomas Planetarium
12:30 – 1:15 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 28, Thomas Planetarium
12:30 – 1:15 p.m. Friday, Dec. 29, Thomas Planetarium
This animated adventure explains one of the greatest geological events in Earth’s history: The separation of the supercontinent Pangaea. When two children embark on a geology field trip back in time, they are thrown into a fantastic voyage where they witness incredible geological wonders and learn about the mysterious process that created our present-day continents.

$6 plus museum admission; Museum members receive 50% discount.

Cartoons in the Dome is a changing monthly planetarium offering exploring art, history, culture, and science. These immersive, full-dome cartoon movies are recommended for families with children.
Cosmic Colors
1:30 - 2 p.m. Saturday & Sunday, Dec. 1 – 31, Thomas Planetarium
1:30 - 2 p.m. Friday, Dec. 22, Thomas Planetarium
1:30 - 2 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 26, Thomas Planetarium
1:30 - 2 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 27, Thomas Planetarium
1:30 - 2 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 28, Thomas Planetarium
1:30 - 2 p.m. Friday, Dec. 29, Thomas Planetarium
Discover why the sky is blue, why Mars is red, and more in this adventure along the cosmic color spectrum. Tour the interior of a plant leaf, voyage through a human eye and see a roaring fire from the inside. Learn about recent scientific breakthroughs in determining the actual colors of dinosaurs.

$6 plus museum admission; Museum members receive 50% discount.
Private Planetarium Experience
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Friday - Sunday, Dec. 1 - 31, Thomas Planetarium & Innovation Zone
Looking for something to do with a small party? Each private planetarium experience is an educator-led, interactive experience for groups of 2-6 people ages 7 and older. 

$80 fee per event; Museum members receive 50% discount. Experience fee includes museum admission for up to 6 participants, a private screening of a planetarium movie, and a guided hands-on activity. 

Tickets will not be sold past 4 p.m. for screenings on the same day.

Choose the option that works best for your small group:

Option 1: Interactive Quest – Moon Adventure
With the planetarium movie Capcom Go! The Apollo Story, discover the achievements of the Apollo program and what it took to send humans to the moon. Investigate the future of moon exploration by playing a collaborative, STEM-based game. Assume the role of astronauts living on the moon, researching, and performing experiments. Then, when a moonquake causes significant damage to your life support systems, work as a team to solve a series of challenges to survive.

Option 2: Movie & Making – Investigating Light
With the planetarium movie Seeing, follow a photon’s creation and journey across the galaxy and into a young stargazer’s eye to reveal the wonder of sight. The photon’s journey includes full-dome imagery featuring humanity, landscapes, skyscapes, wildlife and space imagery. Narrated by Neil deGrasse Tyson, PhD, and based on the PBS documentary SIGHT. After the movie, create your own colorful work of art using various color-mixing techniques.
Blink: Storytime in the Dome
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 7, Thomas Planetarium
Enjoy captivating storytelling in the Thomas Planetarium. Classic and modern tales come to life in the planetarium’s immersive experience with a live storyteller. Blink engages young children through open-ended play, hands-on workshops, storytelling, art, and science. Best for ages 7 and younger. Included with admission.
Fulldome Nutcracker Suite
6:30 p.m, 7 p.m, 7:30 p.m, 8 p.m, 8:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 1, Thomas Planetarium
Enter a visual music extravaganza of Pyotr Tchaikovsky’s most famous work, The Nutcracker. With a soundtrack performed by The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and animation by Ken Scott, you don’t want to miss this immersive experience. Free; ticket required and available at the front desk after 6 p.m.
UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS
Lines of Sight: Comic Art and Storytelling in Alaska
On view Nov. 3, 2023 – Oct. 6, 2024, First Floor, East Wing, Patricia B. Wolf Family Galleries
Featuring the work of artists and comic illustrators David Brame, Dimi Macheras, and Nathan Shafer, this exhibition celebrates visual storytelling and empowers young audiences to create and share their own comics. Through art, installations, interactives, and video, visitors can explore myriad comic universes and learn the step-by-step process behind how comics are made. Emphasizing the importance of collaboration and community storytelling, Lines of Sight demonstrates the enduring power of story to bring people together and to foster inclusivity and imagination.
Salmon Culture 
On View Nov. 3, 2023 - Sep 15, 2024, Second Floor, West Wing, ConocoPhillips Arctic Gallery 
Salmon Culture celebrates the connections between salmon and Alaska Native peoples and honors salmon as a resource that has nourished communities physically and spiritually for thousands of years. Salmon Culture is organized by a circle of Alaska Native artists, culture bearers, and activists who are culturally connected to salmon: Anna Hoover, Nadia Jackinsky-Sethi, Erin Gingrich, Rochelle Adams, Drew Michael, and Ilegvak.
CURRENT EXHIBITIONS
How to Survive
On view through Sept. 15, 2024, Third Floor, West Wing
Chinese-American activist and philosopher Grace Lee Boggs once said, “The only way to survive is by taking care of one another.” How to Survive is an exhibition investigating how ethics of care can help us face interlocking crises stemming from climate change.

Examining ideas of interconnectedness, caretaking, and listening—between humans, land, plants, and animals—the works on display invite reflection, encourage action, and seek to cultivate optimism in the face of challenge. Featuring installations by female-identifying contemporary artists, as well as historical objects, recent design innovations, and an interactive community response hub, How to Survive focuses on the habits we must nurture to bring forth more positive and equitable futures. Visitors will encounter immersive projection installations, creatively upcycled garments and housewares, memes, large-scale sculpture, a reading library, as well as tools and prompts for learning more about our surroundings. Serving as a testing ground for thinking about how we create, consume, and display artwork in a changing word, How to Survive also reveals decisions and processes behind exhibition-making and encourages learning about local research and entrepreneurship in green-product fabrication and material re-use. Both practical and aspirational, How to Survive invites us all to greater depths of relation and caring in ways large and small.

Mana: The History We Inherit
On view through Jan. 28, 2024, First Floor, East Wing, Education Hall
Filipinos settled in Alaska beginning in the late 18th century, yet their histories and stories are often untold. With original interviews connecting the past and present, Mana: The History We Inherit offers insight into the histories of Filipinos in Alaska. Journalist Shayne Nuesca, documentarian Joshua Albeza Branstetter and community builder Tasha Elizarde, present Mana at the Anchorage Museum as an audio-visual archive honoring Alaska’s Filipino elder through photos and stories sourced from Filipinos across Alaska. Mana (pronounced MAH-nuh) is the Tagalog root word meaning “inheritance” or “to inherit.” Along with sharing the oral histories of Filipinos in Alaska, Mana organizers see the project as a shared legacy for future generations.

For more information and ways to connect with Mana, please visit the project website.
All Aboard: The Alaska Railroad Centennial 
On view through Feb. 18, 2024, First Floor, East Wing, Atrium
Opening in the centennial year of the completion of the Alaska Railroad, this exhibition created in collaboration with Alaska Railroad historians and experts looks at the history, impact and legacy of the railroad through archival images, objects, and ephemera. Examining three key eras of railroad history spanning the 20th and 21st centuries, the exhibition highlights crucial moments, technological innovations, and human stories connected to the railroad and its operations in Alaska. All Aboard includes public programs presented in collaboration with the Alaska Railroad, community clubs, and railroad enthusiasts.

LaMont Hamilton: To Hear The Earth Before the End of the World 
On view through March 31, 2024, Fourth Floor, West Wing, Chugach Gallery

To Hear the Earth Before the End of the World is a sound-based project by artist LaMont Hamilton. Drawing on years of research and travel around the world to gain what he calls "a ground-zero understanding of our changing Earth,” Hamilton spent time listening to glaciers cracking, smelling forest fires and immersing himself in the mechanical cacophony of land being razed. This exhibition is a sonic exploration utilizing field recordings of sounds throughout Alaska. Listeners within the space are immersed in a soundscape formed by the blending of the Alaska field recordings with archival recordings, digital and electronic sounds and more. 
Good Medicine 
On view through March 31, 2024, Third Floor, East Wing, Art of the North Galleries
Good Medicine brings together Indigenous healers and medicine people to collectively create, share knowledge, and practice in community. Unfolding over the course of a year, with a different Alaska Native healer’s work presented each lunar cycle, this multi-disciplinary exhibition offers diverse opportunities for gathering and exchange. Colonialism has attacked and suppressed medicine people and Indigenous knowledge systems for hundreds of years. This exhibition addresses harmful legacies and shows how the revitalization of healing practices and traditions provides ways of being in alignment with oneself, with community, and with our planet. Curated by Tlingit traditional healer Meda Dewitt, Good Medicine emphasizes spiritual renewal, cultural renascence, and the importance of co-creating futures where nature can thrive.
Black in Alaska 
On view through 2023, First Floor, Atrium Galleries
Throughout 2020, Rasmuson Foundation gathered with Alaska Black leaders to discuss critical issues and how the Foundation could be a better partner to the Black community in Alaska. Through these conversations, a need for more positive media by and for Black Alaskans was highlighted. Black in Alaska is a multimedia project with interviews, photos and short videos profiling 50 Black Alaskans. Participants are from all over the state and represent diverse backgrounds in age, gender, and socioeconomic status. Through storytelling, this project aims to dismantle stereotypes and create a deeper connection between communities. Stories, photos and videos are available on Black in Alaska social media channels as well as the website blackinalaska.org.
Alaska From Above: The Art of Bradford Washburn
On view through March 9, 2025, Second Floor, East Wing, Northern Narratives Galleries
Bradford Washburn (1911–⁠2007) was an American mountaineer, cartographer, photographer and student of Alaska's mountains and glaciers. Washburn established the Boston Museum of Science and served as its director from 1939 to 1980. But he was best known for ascending multiple Alaska peaks over the course of two-and-a-half decades and for pioneering aerial photography while surveying Denali in the 1930s. This exhibition presents a selection of photographs from the Anchorage Museum collection.

These black and white images were taken between 1930 and 1979 in the Coast Range, Alaska Range, the Chugach and St. Elias Mountains. Washburn's photographic work incorporated aerial documentation of the landscape, as well as abstracted views of the stark contrast between shadowed abyss and sunlit snow. The photographs on view in this exhibition demonstrate Washburn’s ongoing fascination with the beauty of Alaska’s peaks and glaciers.
PERMANENT EXHIBITIONS
Alaska Exhibition
Alaska is a land of contrasts and extremes, a complex social and natural landscape that lends itself to myth and cliché. The Alaska exhibition tells the story of Alaska through multiple voices and perspectives, reflecting the ingenuity, technology, ways of knowing and intimate understanding of the landscape that have allowed people to survive and thrive across the North. The exhibition is organized by 13 themes reflecting essential aspects of life in Alaska, both today and throughout the state’s rich history. These themes reveal the identity of Alaska and its people. On view are more than 400 objects from the Anchorage Museum’s collections, including several acquired or on loan especially for this new exhibition. Visitors experience immersive installations throughout the exhibition with elements of sculpture, video, soundscapes, moving images and cinematic narratives with participative moments. The visitor journey follows an intuitive clockwise path that begins and ends at the same point. Visitors move forward in time, exploring themes and absorbing Alaska’s history as it relates to contemporary issues. At the heart of the gallery is a central space for hosting artists and performances, welcoming school groups, conducting readings, engaging in storytelling and gathering for events. A complementary gallery for temporary exhibitions related to Northern narratives is located next door. Together, these elements invite visitors to consider for themselves what Alaska really is – what is real, what is myth and what lives in that place in between.
Art of the North 
The Art of the North galleries, located in the museum’s Rasmuson Wing, present the museum’s art collection from the perspectives of American art and an international North. Paintings, sculpture, photography, video and other media offer varied perceptions of the Northern landscape through historical and contemporary depictions of both land and people. These galleries deliver a compelling narrative for the North. Documentary works from expedition artists, Romantic landscapes by 19th and 20th century painters and works by contemporary artists for whom landscape reflects a place in transition are presented. 
Living Our Cultures, Sharing Our Heritage: The First Peoples of Alaska
The Smithsonian Institution has loaned hundreds of indigenous Alaska artifacts to their place of origin, allowing access for hands-on study by Alaska Native elders, artists and scholars and viewing by museum visitors. These cultural and historical treasures are exhibited in the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center at the Anchorage Museum. The center’s main exhibition, Living Our Cultures, Sharing Our Heritage: The First Peoples of Alaska, features more than 600 objects from the Smithsonian’s collections that were selected and interpreted with help from Alaska Native advisers. The exhibition includes two multimedia installations: A video installation about contemporary Alaska Native life plays on seven large, flat-screen TVs, while a 3-D sound installation along the west wall immerses visitors in the Arctic through recordings of Alaska Native storytellers and soundscapes of Alaska’s environment. In addition to its gallery space, the 10,000-square-foot center encourages research about Alaska through an archaeology laboratory and a community room where Alaska Native Elders, artists and scholars can study heritage objects up close. The Arctic Studies Center, established in 1988, is a federal research and education program focusing on peoples, history, archaeology and cultures across the circumpolar North. The center is part of the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of Natural History. In 1994, the center partnered with the Anchorage Museum to open an Anchorage office. 

VISITOR INFORMATION AND MUSEUM HOURS
The Anchorage Museum’s mission is to be a museum for people, place, planet and potential, in service of a sustainable and equitable North, with creativity and imagination for what is possible.
WINTER HOURS (Oct – April)
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday

Noon to 6 p.m. Sunday

Closed Mondays

Extended hours to 9 p.m. Fridays 
SUMMER HOURS (May – Sept)
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, including holidays

Extended hours to 9 p.m. First Fridays  

*Hours subject to change, check anchoragemuseum.org/visit  
COVID-19 SAFETY
Masks optional; CDC guidelines recommended 
 
GENERAL ADMISSION
Free for museum members, $20 adults (18-64), $17 Alaska resident adults (18-64), $15 military/senior citizens/students, $10 ages 6 to 12, free ages 5 and younger. 

 
FREE FIRST FRIDAYS
Enjoy free admission 6-9 p.m. every First Friday
 
BANK OF AMERICA MUSEUMS ON US
Bank of America cardholders enjoy one free museum general admission on the first Saturday and Sunday of every month with credit or debit card and photo ID. Special exhibition fees still apply. Bank of America cardholders also receive a 10% discount on Anchorage Museum Store purchases on this day. No other discounts apply.
ONSITE PARKING
Public parking is available in the underground garage on evenings and weekends for a fee. Parking for people with disabilities available daily. Pay parking fees at garage pay box.

 
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE
Visitors with disabilities who need special assistance may call 907-929-9254.
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