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OVERVIEW OF THE COLLECTION  
 
Dates: 1964 
 
Extent: 19 items 
 
Language and Scripts: The collection is in English. 
 
Name of creator(s): Ward Sims, Dale Nelson, William J. Tobin, Murlin Spencer, Saul Pett, Jules 
Loh, Joe Rigert, William A. Egan, Howard Thew 
 
Administrative/Biographical History:  
William D. Wright was an Intelligence Officer stationed with the Strategic Air Command at 
Elmendorf Air Force Base from 1959 to 1966. 
 
Scope and Content Description:  
The collection consists of 18 transcripts of Associated Press stories about the 1964 Alaska 
Earthquake, filed by writers Ward Sims, Dale Nelson, William J. Tobin, Murlin Spencer, Saul 
Pett, Jules Loh, and Joe Rigert. One transcript is the text of Governor William Egan’s address to 
a Joint Session of Congress in April of 1964. The transcripts are dated between April 1 and 
April 23, 1964. Also included is a mimeographed copy of an eyewitness account of the 
earthquake, possibly written by Howard or Mary Thew. 
 
Arrangement: Arranged chronologically 
 
 
CONDITIONS GOVERNING ACCESS AND USE  



 
Restrictions on Access: The collection is open for research use. 
 
Physical Access: Original items in good condition. 
 
Technical Access: No special equipment is needed to access the materials. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use: 
The Anchorage Museum is the owner of the materials and makes available reproductions for 
research, publication, and other uses. Written permission must be obtained from the 
Anchorage Museum before any reproduction use. The Anchorage Museum does not 
necessarily hold copyright to all of the materials in the collections. In some cases, permission 
for use may require seeking additional authorization from the copyright owners.  
 
Preferred Citation: 
Maj. William D. Wright 1964 Alaska Earthquake Collection, Anchorage Museum, B2016.001 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION  
 
Acquisition and Appraisal Information  
Donated by Kathleen Wright in 2013, and accessioned by Museum staff in January 2016. 
 
Separated Materials 
Some published materials, including pamphlets and news clippings, transferred to cataloging 
or Vertical File. 
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