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Language and Scripts: The collection is in English.

Name of creator(s): Joan Hurst

Administrative/Biographical History:

Born in lllinois in 1927, Joan Hurst came to Alaska in 1963 to serve as director of the local
Camp Fire Girls, a role she filled until her retirement in 1998. Hurst died in 2004.

Scope and Content Description:

Four-page mimeographed letter, titled “Earthquake Express,” dated Thursday, April 2, 1964,
with manuscript postscript signed “Joan.” The letter was sent to Fairbanks resident Pat
Fleetwood. Init, Hurst describes the events of Friday March 27: she was in her office on
Fourth Avenue when the quake hit; afterwards, she and a friend went to check on an
acquaintance living at the L Street Apartments. She describes the devastation in Turnagain,
and mentions many Camp Fire families by name. Hurst also discusses the communications

problems hindering the location of individuals.

Arrangement: Not applicable

CONDITIONS GOVERNING ACCESS AND USE



Restrictions on Access: The collection is open for research use.
Physical Access: Original items in good condition.
Technical Access: No special equipment is needed to access the materials.

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use:

The Anchorage Museum is the owner of the materials and makes available reproductions for
research, publication, and other uses. Written permission must be obtained from the
Anchorage Museum before any reproduction use. The Anchorage Museum does not
necessarily hold copyright to all of the materials in the collections. In some cases, permission
for use may require seeking additional authorization from the copyright owners.
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