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OVERVIEW OF THE COLLECTION  
 
Dates: 1940, 1964 
 
Extent: 2 items 
 
Language and Scripts: The collection is in English. 
 
Name of creator(s): Colleen Ryan 
 
Administrative/Biographical History:  
Colleen Ryan was a resident of Anchorage. Her father, Glenn Edward Ryan (b. 1907), came to 
Alaska from Montana in the 1930s. He married Georgia Baker in Wasilla in 1941, and the 
couple had two children: Colleen Ada Ryan (b. 1942) and Terrance Michael Ryan (b. 1944).  
 
Scope and Content Description:  
The collection includes a two-page typescript letter from Colleen Ryan to her grandmother 
Ada Ryan, dated April 15, 1964, detailing her experiences during and immediately after the 
1964 Alaska Earthquake. She was living alone in an apartment with her dog, Panda, at the 
time. Also included is a photograph captioned “Myself and two friends the day I left Fairbanks, 
July 18, ’40,” showing Glenn Ryan and two other men standing in front of a Stinson Model A 
airplane. 
 
Arrangement: Not applicable 
 
 
CONDITIONS GOVERNING ACCESS AND USE  



 
Restrictions on Access: The collection is open for research use. 
 
Physical Access: Original items in good condition. 
 
Technical Access: No special equipment is needed to access the materials. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use: 
The Anchorage Museum is the owner of the materials and makes available reproductions for 
research, publication, and other uses. Written permission must be obtained from the 
Anchorage Museum before any reproduction use. The Anchorage Museum does not 
necessarily hold copyright to all of the materials in the collections. In some cases, permission 
for use may require seeking additional authorization from the copyright owners.  
 
Preferred Citation: 
Colleen Ryan 1964 Alaska Earthquake Letter, Anchorage Museum, B2016.003 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION  
 
Acquisition and Appraisal Information  
Donated by relative Jaime Johnstone in January 2016. Photograph received as addendum in 
March 2018. 
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