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NEWS
Bank of America Offers Customers Free Museum Admission

Starting Feb. 4 the Anchorage Museum will be a member of Bank of America’s nationwide Museums On Us program. Through this program, Bank of America and Merrill Lynch cardholders will enjoy free museum general admission on the first Saturday of every month. The Anchorage Museum is the first Alaska museum selected by Bank of America for Museums On Us. Visitors must show their credit or debit card along with photo ID at the front desk upon arrival to receive free admission. To sweeten the deal, the museum shop will offer a 10 percent discount on purchases made with a Bank of America card on these free days. 
Access More Than 10,000 Museum Images Online

Nearly 4,000 of the Anchorage Museum’s historical images were added recently to Alaska’s Digital Archives. Now researchers can find more than 10,000 of the museum’s images online at http://vilda.alaska.edu. These newly scanned images come from the Steve McCutcheon Collection (Alaska Native people, statehood, politics and villages), Sidney Hamilton

Collection (roadhouses, train depots, and Southcentral Alaska scenery) and Redington Family Collection (Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race).
Collections Committee Seeks Volunteers 

The Anchorage Museum seeks people with backgrounds in Alaska history, fine art, anthropology or museology to serve a three-year term on its collections committee. The volunteer committee meets bi-monthly and is responsible for collections policy, planning, acquisitions and de-accessions. Interested parties should send a resume and letter of interest to mshah@anchoragemuseum.org, (907) 929-9240 (fax) or Anchorage Museum, attn. Monica Shah, 625 C St, Anchorage, AK, 99501. Application deadline is Jan. 15, 2012. For more information, contact Monica Shah at mshah@anchoragemuseum.org.

Anchorage Museum’s Summer Camps Accredited

The Anchorage Museum’s Imaginarium Explorer Camps have earned accreditation from the American Camp Association (ACA). Accreditation is independent and voluntary. The ACA evaluated the museum’s camps on more than 300 health and safety standards, including staff qualifications, program design and emergency management. The museum offers weeklong, full-day camps in June and July appealing to a wide array of interests including robotics, archaeology and painting. Registration begins April 2 for summer camps. Starting in March, find camp descriptions and registration information at anchoragemuseum.org/camp.
JANUARY EVENTS

Smithsonian Spotlight

Faces Of Alaska

7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 5 

A talk by Anchorage photographer Brian Adams, whose work has been featured in publications including The New York Times, Time and The Guardian. Adams specializes in environmental portraiture and medium-format photography. He discusses his work documenting Alaska Native villages and a new book project. Included with admission

First Friday

6 to 9 p.m. Jan. 6 

Enjoy the museum’s galleries, planetarium shows and live jazz by Melissa Bledsoe Fischer. Free

Elevator Music

The Carhartt Brothers

6 to 9 p.m. Friday, Jan. 6 

We’re redefining elevator music: What was once bland, recorded background noise is now an upbeat, live concert experience. Board the museum’s oversize elevator and enjoy The Carhartt Brothers’ old-timey sounds and Alaska charm. Free

Artist Talk

Michael Conti

7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 6 

Anchorage artist Michael Conti’s photographic journey has been an exploration of personal mythology. In the way that actors play a role, Conti assumes the mantle of different archetypes when creating photographs and films. In this talk, Conti discusses his work, particularly his character-based approach to visual storytelling in Alaska. Free

Wells Fargo Family Free Day

Hobby Day

2 to 4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 8

A day devoted to hobby enthusiasts. Connect with others who share your hobby, and discover potential new pastimes. Meet collectors and see their prized possessions, try making jewelry, learn to play the ancient Asian game Go, and more. Admission is free all day thanks to Wells Fargo.

Curator’s Tour

Noon Friday, Jan. 20
Join anthropologist Aron Crowell for a tour of the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center, which houses 600 Alaska Native artifacts. Curator tours are offered the third Friday of every month. Included with admission
Free Day

Alfred Hanisch Day

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 31

A day to recognize the late Alfred Hanisch for his generous planned gift to the Anchorage Museum. Enjoy free general admission all day in his honor. A World War II veteran, Hanisch served in the 651st Field Artillery Battalion (a 155-mm towed howitzer unit) in Germany. In 1946, Hanisch moved to Alaska and he was among the first to drive the new Alaska Highway. He worked for the Alaska Railroad and Standard Oil of California. He retired from Chevron USA in 1986. He had a lifelong passion for history and for museums like ours that bring history to life. Free
*PLEASE NOTE: During free events, fees still apply for premium exhibits and planetarium shows.
FEBRUARY EVENTS

Smithsonian Spotlight

Preston Singletary

Noon Thursday, Feb. 2

Join renowned glass artist Preston Singletary for a brown-bag lunch where he’ll discuss how his Tlingit heritage has influenced his work. Enjoy this rare opportunity to see Tlingit artifacts taken out of the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center cases. Included with admission

First Friday

6 to 9 p.m. Feb. 3 

Enjoy the opening of two exhibits, artist talks, planetarium shows and live music by Rebel Blues. Free

Artist Talk

Preston Singletary

7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 3 

Preston Singletary has spent the past two decades translating the visual vocabulary of Tlingit woodcarving and painted art into glass. Learn about his inspirations, methods and artwork, particularly the pieces in his new exhibit. Free

Artist Talk

Tim Remick

8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 3 

Anchorage artist Tim Remick used large-format photography to capture emotionally and physically ravaged Mt. McKinley climbers as they returned to base camp. In this talk about his new solo exhibit he discusses what this project taught him about mortality and the human spirit. Free

Artist On The Floor

Preston Singletary

1 to 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 4

Ever see an exhibit and wish you could talk to the artist about it? Here’s your chance. Preston Singletary waits in the “Echoes, Fire and Shadows” exhibit to answer your questions. Included with admission

Saturday With Singletary

2 to 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 4

A family friendly opportunity to learn about Preston Singletary’s glass sculptures. Use the interactive family guide to tour the “Echoes, Fire and Shadows” exhibit, then enjoy related hands-on activities for children. Included with admission
The Exchange

Transcending Thoughts

3:30 to 5 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 4

Join Tlingit storyteller Walter Porter and Tlingit artist Preston Singletary for a conversation about their unique creative perspectives. Learn how they found strength and inspiration in family, society and cultural roots. A book signing follows. Included with admission

Wells Fargo Family Free Day

Black History Family Day

2 to 4 p.m. Sunday, Feb.12 

Commemorate Black History Month with rich cultural activities, including a gospel performance by The Greater Friendship Baptist Church Choir. Learn about expressions of love in African American culture. Using traditional African designs, make a Valentine’s Day card, quilt a fabric square or bead a bracelet. Admission is free all day thanks to Wells Fargo.
Valentine’s Dinner

6 to 9 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 14

Savor a delectable, romantic dinner at Muse with a four-course, prix fixe menu. Reservations are required at (907) 929-9210. $70 per person/$100 with wine pairings
Curator’s Tour

Noon Friday, Feb. 17

Join anthropologist Aron Crowell for a tour of the Smithsonian Arctic Studies Center, which houses 600 Alaska Native artifacts. Curator tours are offered the third Friday of every month. Included with admission
Teen Invasion: Shattered

6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb 18 

Teens can hang out, listen to live music and check out the “Echoes, Fire and Shadows” glass sculpture exhibit. Through cool projects they’ll learn about the science, art and culture of glass.

Free
Christel Veraart: Inner Landscapes

7 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 18 

Musician and artist Christel Veraart releases her “Inner Landscapes” CD with an art performance that combines sound, images and poetry. Veraart’s soundscapes are meditative, drawing on classical and modern influences. Free

Family Event

Meet The World

11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 25 

Experience the unique cultures of Anchorage’s melting pot when Bridge Builders hosts its annual cultural festival. Learn about different groups’ traditions through dance performances featuring Nkauj Hmong Alaska Golden Star, Las Nustas in Alaska, and the Korean Cultural Center of Anchorage. Explore 30 cultures from around the world with a collectible passport and create globally minded art. Free

*PLEASE NOTE: During free events, fees still apply for premium exhibits and planetarium shows.
THOMAS PLANETARIUM

The following schedule is valid through April 30. Prices vary from $4 to $10 ($2 member discount). Buy tickets at www.anchoragemuseum.org. 
Guided Star Show

6:10 p.m. First Fridays

3 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays

Join a science educator on a narrated tour through the night sky in the planetarium. Guided Star Shows vary based on night sky occurrences.
Led Zeppelin Cosmic Light Show

8 p.m. First Fridays

4 p.m. Saturdays

Be transported by mood-provoking abstract art, theme-based imagery and transportive effects choreographed to some of Led Zeppelin’s biggest hits, including “Whole Lotta Love,” “Immigrant Song” and “Ramble On.” Audience advisory: Adult subject matter.
Dark Side of the Moon
7 p.m. First Fridays
Pink Floyd’s rock ‘n’ roll masterpiece comes to life in a full-dome music and light show that interprets these classic albums through mesmerizing HD graphics. These are not laser light shows, but the next generation of computer generated imagery. Audience advisory: Adult subject matter.
Earth, Moon and Sun

12:30 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays

Coyote has a razor-sharp wit, but he’s confused about what he sees in the sky. Join this animated character in a show that discusses American Indian star lore, lunar phases, eclipses and space exploration.
New Horizons

1:15 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays
Embark on a journey to the planets and moons of our solar system. Travel to the surface of all the planets and experience what life would be like on those brave new worlds.

Wonders of the Universe
2 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays
Peer deep into space through the eyes of the orbiting Hubble Space Telescope and travel back billions of years in time to witness the birth of the universe. On this immersive excursion through the sky, witness the formation of galaxies and explore some of the most wondrous nebulae and astronomical structures yet discovered. 
CLASSES
The Anchorage Museum offers a variety of art classes. Find complete class listings and registration information at www.anchoragemuseum.org/learn.
Close-Up Photography

6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Mondays, Jan. 30-Feb. 20

Capture your subject’s every nuance by learning the fundamentals of macro photography. Gain macro-specific techniques and equipment tips, and photograph a variety of subjects including flowers and small marine creatures. Taught by photographer Carl Battreall. $130 member/$150 non-member

Drawing: Inspiration And Invention

6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Wednesdays, Feb. 1-Mar. 7

Create a portfolio of sketches using the museum’s collection as inspiration. Learn to use a wide array of tools, media and processes to make your ideas visible. Taught by artist Keren Lowell. $170 member/$190 non-member

Mosaic Workshop

10 to 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb 11 and 12 to 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb 12

Design and create your own mosaic in this two-day workshop. Gain an introduction to mosaic-making materials, techniques and tools. Get inspired by a tour of Preston Singletary’s glass exhibit. Taught by artist and Denali Glass Studio owner Michelle Turk. $90 member/$110 non-member

A Closer Look At Sydney Laurence

6 to 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 17 and 11 to 5 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 18

In this two-day workshop, dig deep into the life and work of Alaska’s most beloved artist, Sydney Laurence. Study Laurence’s art on display, as well as select works brought out of the museum’s vault for this workshop only. Learn to recognize the differences between an original Laurence and a copy. Taught by Kesler Woodward, UAF professor of art emeritus and author of Laurence’s seminal biography. $120 member/$140 non-member

PARTNER PROGRAMS
Cook Inlet Historical Society
Ward Wells Historical Photographs
7:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 16

Artist Duke Russell talks about prolific commercial photographer Ward Wells, who documented Anchorage life, capturing the 1964 earthquake, Fur Rendezvous and more. The Anchorage Museum has archived more than 120,000 Wells images that have informed Russell’s artwork. Free. This event is part of the Cook Inlet Historical Society’s monthly lecture series. For more information contact Jim Barnett at jbarnett@alaska.com.
UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS
All exhibitions are included with museum admission unless otherwise noted. Dates are subject to change: Please call (907) 929-9231 to confirm dates.
“Preston Singletary: Echoes, Fire and Shadows”
On view Feb. 3 through April 22
For more than 20 years, Preston Singletary has melded the legends of his Tlingit heritage with the beauty of glass to create a distinctive, powerful body of work. This exhibition is a mid-career survey chronicling Singletary’s evolution from night watchman at a glass studio to internationally recognized glass artist. Singletary, who lives in Seattle, was raised with stories about his Tlingit heritage from his great-grandmother, Susie Johnson Bartlett, and other relatives from Southeast Alaska. Inspired by this legacy, he dedicated his work to both honoring Tlingit tradition and infusing it with new vitality.
“AFTER: Portraits From Denali”
Tim Remick Solo Exhibition

On view Feb. 3 through April 15

For his solo exhibition, Tim Remick photographed emotionally and physically ravaged mountain climbers. He captured them mere moments after they stumbled into Mt. McKinley’s base camp, still raw from the grueling experience. The large-format portraits are nearly 5 feet tall, heightening the drama of every hard-won blister and wrinkle, every haunted eye and guarded grimace. “I really wanted to have a single frame at the end of the experience that caught the exhaustion, the adrenaline, the emotion,” said the Anchorage artist. “The goal was to summarize the whole climb with a single image.” Remick is an adjunct photography professor at the University of Alaska Anchorage and Alaska Pacific University.

“George Browne: Art Of Altitude”
On view Feb. 3 through May 1

Mt. McKinley has been painted innumerable times, but nobody tackled the scenery quite like George Browne (1918-1958). Undaunted by blindness in one eye, the outdoors enthusiast not only conquered the tallest mountain in North America, he created 23 oil paintings during the climb. In 1947 Browne reached the 20,320-foot summit as part of a Bradford Washburn-led scientific expedition. It was the fulfillment of a family goal that stretched back to his father Belmore’s unsuccessful attempts some 35 years earlier.

“Anchorage School District Art Show”
On view March 2 through April 1
The 40th annual Anchorage School District exhibition showcases artwork from the district’s most creative student artists. The exhibition gives kindergarten through high school students the rare opportunity to display their art in a museum. Works are chosen by teachers and include drawings, paintings, and sculpture.
“The High One: Reaching The Top”
On view April 6 through Oct. 21

Climbers from across the globe come to test their mountaineering and wilderness survival skills through the high altitude challenges of Mt. McKinley, the continent’s highest peak.  This exhibition looks at climbing Denali, “The High One,” through the gear (historical and the latest technology), the routes, the risks and the rescues. Explore how and why people climb through artifacts, photographs, films and hands-on activities. This exhibition runs in tandem with “Ascent: 20,320,” historical photographs of Alaska mountaineering from the National Park Service, with emphasis on the history of climbing Mt. McKinley.
“Bradford Washburn: Glories Of The Greatland”
On view May 6 through Sept. 2
The majestic exhibition of Bradford Washburn’s black-and-white Alaska landscape photographs is back by popular demand. Washburn (1910-2007) was an expert on Alaska’s mountains and glaciers, a brilliant photographer and America’s leading field cartographer. The exhibition “Bradford Washburn: Glories of the Greatland” features more than 40 images taken in Alaska between 1930 and 1979 by the aerial photography pioneer. 

“True North”
On view May 18 through Sept. 9
This exhibition departs from the poetic or utopian vision of the North. Artists from Alaska, Canada, and Scandinavia de-romanticize northern life, stripping off the varnish to reveal what’s true. Through multimedia installations, sculpture, and photography, these artists explore our region’s unique environmental, psychological, and societal challenges. 
CURRENT EXHIBITIONS

All exhibitions are included with museum admission unless otherwise noted. 
“Unraveling the History of Basketry”
On view through Dec. 31
This exhibition showcases about 80 of the 1,000 baskets in the Anchorage Museum’s collection. These Haida, Tlingit, Tsimshian and Yup’ik baskets date from the 1880s to the 2000s. The exhibit highlights the beauty and practicality of the objects, as well as the patience, skill and creativity of the women who made them. 
“Earth, Fire and Fibre XXVIII”

On view through Jan. 8
The Anchorage Museum’s biennial juried craft exhibition is one of the state’s longest running juried exhibitions. This popular statewide exhibition showcases Alaska artists working with clay, glass, metal, wood, fiber, skin, bone or stone. Selected artworks often challenge the usual preconceptions, blurring the lines between art and craft. Seward artist Lael Gordon won the prestigious “Earth, Fire and Fibre” Juror’s Choice Award for “Greek Key Sideboard,” a piece of wood furniture combining Douglas fir, jatoba, Sitka spruce and Alaska birch.
“SuperTrash”
On view through Jan. 8
Humorous, visceral and a bit risqué, The Andy Warhol Museum’s “Supertrash” exhibition features more than 200 pulp film posters from the 1930s to the 1980s. These posters, originally created to promote pulp horror and suspense films, raise provocative questions about this graphic medium: Is it art or trash or just trashy art?

“Wonderland of Toys”

On view through Jan. 8
The museum’s atrium is transformed into a dazzling tableau of toys, some that date back as far as the 1800s. Against a backdrop of twinkling lights, find carousel horses, World War I toy soldiers, antique European dolls, and an evergreen tree decorated with more than 100 dolls dressed in costumes from around the world.

“The Fifty Stone Lithographs of Fred Machetanz”

On view through Feb. 26
Fred Machetanz (1908-2002) was one of Alaska’s most popular artists, known for his paintings and prints depicting daily life in Alaska. He made 50 stone lithographs from 1946 to 1980, printing 100 of each design. This rare, complete set of lithographs includes beautiful renderings of Alaska Native people, whalers, trappers, prospectors and wildlife.
“(Re)Emergence: Contemporary Native Art and Design from the Anchorage Museum”

On view through March 4
This exhibition celebrates what it means to be Native in Alaska today. It features nearly 50 art works created during the past five decades by prominent Alaska Native artists such as James Robert Schoppert, Alvin Amason and Preston Singletary. 
VISITOR INFORMATION AND MUSEUM HOURS

The Anchorage Museum’s mission is to share and connect Alaska with the world through art, history and science. 
WINTER HOURS

Through April 30
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday

Noon to 6 p.m. Sunday

Closed Monday

GENERAL ADMISSION
Free for museum members, $12 adults (18-64), $9 military/senior citizens/students, $7 ages 3 to 12, free ages 2 and younger. Visitors can find general museum information at (907) 929-9200 or www.anchoragemuseum.org. 

Visitors with disabilities who need special assistance, please call (907) 929-9254.
Parking is available for $1 per hour in the museum’s underground garage on evenings and weekends.
###
625 C Street, Anchorage AK  99501
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