
EXPLORE ALASKA’S HISTORY AND CULTURE



Permanent Exhibitions (continued)
Art of the North – An art collection refl ecting the landscape and people of the North, the Art of the North 

galleries feature works from a diverse group of artists, including an extensive collection of works by Sydney 

Laurence, Alaska’s best-known landscape painter. Other themes featured in the collection are exploration, 

lifestyles, wildlife and portraits.   

Children’s Gallery – Showcasing theme-based art with new works each year by contemporary artists, 

the gallery offers children and adults a hands-on approach to learning about art. 

Summer Tours
The museum’s expert docents lead tours  seven 

days a week during summer, including holidays.

Hours of Operation    
Summer Hours
Mid-May through mid-Sept.

Open daily 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

including holidays.

Winter Hours
Call (907) 343-4326 for winter hours 

which change seasonally.

Admission
Free to museum members

$8 adults 18 to 64

$7 seniors 65+ and military

Children 17 and under

($2 suggested donation)

Group rates are available; 

call (907) 343-6151.

Favorite Things to See

 Life-size bisection of the trans-Alaska pipeline, 

one of the seven wonders of the United States

 Wooly mammoth tusk from the 

Pleistocene period

 Life-size dioramas of Alaska Native dwellings 

depicting home life as it may have been 

many years ago

 Contemporary Native art and craft

 Cultural artifacts of Alaska’s Native peoples, 

dating back at least 10,000 years

 Alaska landscape paintings from 1889 by 

prominent American traditional and 

contemporary Alaska painters 

 Exquisite collection of Eskimo ivory 

carved pieces from the Gold Rush era

The Anchorage Museum Shop
The shop carries authentic Alaska Native art, 

contemporary crafts, books and gifts inspired by the 

museum’s collections. The Anchorage Museum Shop was 

voted one of the 10 best places to buy authentic Alaska 

Native art by an Anchorage Daily News readers’ poll.

Museum Café 
A unique selection of entrees, snacks, desserts 

and coffee in a relaxed setting. 
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Museum Tours
Museum docents offer informative one-hour tours daily 

mid-May through mid-September.

Please plan your group’s arrival to take advantage of these 

docent-led tours. Tours of the Alaska Gallery are at 10 and 

11 a.m. and 1 p.m. daily during the summer season. Tours of 

the permanent collection are at 2 p.m. All tours are included 

with museum admission.  

Familiarization Tours
The Anchorage Museum offers familiarization (FAM) tours to tour 

group leaders, travel agents, destination management companies 

and media.

A FAM tour is an excellent way to get an overview of the museum’s 

permanent collection, as well as an update on special exhibits 

and events. 

To schedule a FAM tour for your group leader, call (907) 343-4326. 

Two weeks notice is appreciated, but every effort will be made to 

accommodate each request. 

If convention or group planners will be included in the FAM party, 

please inform museum staff when scheduling so that appropriate 

informational materials can be made available.
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Inspired by the Collection
of the Anchorage Museum

Voted one of the best places to buy authentic Alaska Native art by 

an Anchorage Daily News readers’ poll, the Anchorage Museum Shop 

features distinctive Alaska Native art and crafts, as well as jewelry, 

books and other items inspired by the museum’s collection. 

Alaska Native Art
Alaska’s art is embedded in 
its culture and history. Ivory 
carving, for example, is an 
artistic tradition which has 
existed for at least 40,000 years.

Alaska Native Craft
Alaska basketry is the oldest of 
the arts and still practiced by 
Alaska Natives.

Fine Jewelry
The collection includes 
extraordinary pieces of jewelry 
by Alaska’s best artisans, many 
expressing cultural themes in 
contemporary styles. 

Distinctive Apparel
A host of supernatural beings 
adorn the crests of the various 
cultures of the North Coast 
peoples, which embellish a rich 
array of modern clothing.

History
From Russian exploration to the 
Klondike Gold Rush, books on 
Alaska’s history are full of tales 
both ribald and heroic.

The Anchorage 

Museum Shop 

is committed to 

supporting Alaska’s 

best artists, artisans, 

craftspeople and 

authors by featuring 

many of their works. 

Proceeds from 

purchases at the 

Anchorage Museum 

Shop support 

museum exhibitions 

and programs.

We assure the 

authenticity of 

our Alaska Native 

art objects. 
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Buying Alaska Native Art
Four things to look for when shopping 
for authentic art and crafts

Alaska Native art and crafts are beautiful and distinctive refl ections 

of Alaska. Knowing what to look for in authentic Native art can 

help you fi nd a wonderful piece of Alaskan culture. The Anchorage  

Museum Shop offers some tips for buying authentic Native art.

•  Look for mastery of technique. In baskets, look for a tight 
weave and symmetrical shape. Stitches should be neat on 
beadwork and skin-sewing, such as dolls. 

•  Check for authenticity. The shop or gallery where you 
purchase a piece should be able to tell you the artist’s name, 
cultural background, village or region of origin, and the 
materials used in the piece. Having documentation of the piece 
enhances its value over time.

•  Notice tradition or innovation. Some pieces–like carvings of 
mythical animals or fi gures hunting, fi shing or dancing–refl ect 
the tradition of the artist’s culture and stand as hallmarks of a 
particular heritage. Others, like many whalebone sculptures, 
showcase innovation by incorporating contemporary sculptural 
shapes into a traditional art medium.

•  Materials should be legal. Materials used in creating the 
piece, such as feathers on masks, should be legal to own. Most 
Native-made pieces feature ptarmigan, turkey or pheasant 
feathers, which comply with the Migratory Bird Act. Eagle and 
duck feathers do not. If you don’t recognize the feather, ask the 
artist or shop clerk.

While the above are good points to keep in mind, don’t discredit 

your own feelings about a piece of art. Honor your feelings about 

what you like.  
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Visiting a Museum?
Seven tips for making the most of it

Visiting a museum is an enriching cultural experience. Below are tips to 

make it a pleasant and meaningful one.

  Do some research before your visit. Find out what types of exhibits 
are at the museum and try to focus on one or two exhibits that 
interest you, especially if your schedule is tight. A good place to start 
your research is the museum’s Web site. 

  Choose a museum that offers something for everyone in the 
group. Look for a museum that can give you a taste of the area’s 
culture as well as its history. Find a museum that showcases different 
collections representing the art and culture of the area you are 
visiting. If children are included in your group, check to see if the 
museum has a children’s gallery.

  Take a tour. Many museums offer free, guided tours by docents 
(volunteer tour guides). A knowledgeable docent can bring facts 
to life.

  Plan enough time to enjoy the visit. Call ahead and fi nd out how 
long guided tours take. If you feel there isn’t enough time to see 
everything, plan a second trip.

  Make lunch part of the outing. Exploring a museum on an empty 
stomach is no fun, especially for kids. Many museums have cafés 
that offer a variety of entrees and snacks. Call ahead to fi nd out if the 
museum you’re planning to visit has a café, then consider combining 
your visit with lunch.

  Wear comfortable shoes. A museum visit isn’t the time to wear new 
shoes that aren’t comfort-tested.   

  Don’t forget the museum shop. Bring a bit of the museum 
experience home with you. Museum shops are terrifi c places to buy 
one-of-a-kind gifts, and they are some of the best places to purchase 
authentic crafts by local artists or Native artisans.
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Visitor Comments
Wonderful. I travel a lot, and this was a beautiful museum, 
beautiful artwork. I loved learning about the Alaska history.

 —Dianna, Argentina

Your evening jazz program is wonderful.
 —Mike, Des Moines, IA

I thought the exhibits were very informative and interesting. I liked 
the exhibit on the pioneer families of Anchorage and the displays on 
housing from different time periods.

 —Amanda, Mechanicsburg, PA

I loved it. It was very interesting. Usually I’m ready to leave a 
museum in the allotted time, but I could have stayed all day. 

 —Debi, Mechanicsburg, PA

It was wonderful, just remarkable. We had lunch at the museum– 
very elegant and nicely done. The chowder was fantastic.

 —Muriel, Rancho Pales Verdes, CA

Fantastic! Especially the Sydney Laurence paintings.
 —David, San Juan Capistrano, CA

As a teacher, I thought the Children’s Gallery was super. I thought 
the museum was great and loved how they highlighted the 
pioneer families.

 —Mary, Charleston, SC 

The museum was wonderful. I could have stayed twice as long.
 —Brad, Philadelphia, PA 

The Alaska Gallery is breathtaking with the depth of information 
together with the outstanding displays.

 —Fred, Melbourne, FL
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Summer Art Potpourri 
Artists, authors and craftspeople 
gather in atrium 

Come to the museum June 15 through August 15 for 

Summer Art Potpourri. This event features local artists, authors 

and craftspeople creating and selling their work in the museum 

atrium from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily. 

More distinctive than the usual outdoor market fair, this event offers 

visitors a unique opportunity to watch artists at work and buy quality 

one-of-a-kind art works, craft items and books on Alaska directly from 

the artists and authors. Works may include wood-turned bowls and carved 

boxes, intricate silver jewelry designs unique to Alaska, hand-dyed and 

woven fi ber art, hand-blown glass beadwork and a variety of works in 

other media. Different artists and works are featured daily. 

Summer Art Potpourri is included in museum admission. 

For more information, call (907) 343-6163. 
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